MINUTES FOR THE BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS

DISTRICT NO. 1

February 14, 2018
The regular meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners was called to order at 7:04

 P.M.  Attorney Youssouf opened the meeting with the announcement required by the Open Public Meetings Act (copy attached) and salute to the flag.  There was a moment of silence for fallen soldiers, firefighters, EMS workers, etc.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Vincent DiLieto
Present



Comm. Raymond Perry
Present 



Comm. Charles Dipierro
Present 



Comm. Michael Costello
Present 



Comm. Mark Agolia

Absent

Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. Costello, made a motion to approve the minutes from the regular meeting held on January 10, 2018 subject to the same being provided to the public during, and subsequent to this meeting.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. DiLieto
Aye

Comm. Perry

Aye

Comm. Dipierro
Aye

Comm. Costello
Aye

INSURANCE REPORT:  Comm. DiLieto stated that claims have been submitted and should be resolved soon.  There was a discussion on insurance coverage for injuries that were not firefighting activities, such as playing basketball, hockey, etc., at the firehouse.
Comm. DiLieto will discuss this with Bob Soden.

Comm. Dipierro asked about the coverage for the equipment in the building.  Comm. DiLieto stated that they estimated high.  Everything that have so far is covered.  Now they must add riders for future items.

CHIEF’S REPORT:  Chief Costa was present and gave report (attached).  Chief Costa said that they were looking for 10 sets of new gear.  A discussion followed.

Comm. Dipierro said that they will have to wait until after the election to purchase the gear. Comm. Dipierro told the Chief to get a quote for the gear (state contract), so we have an idea of what the cost will be.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. DiLieto
Aye

Comm. Perry

Aye

Comm. Dipierro
Aye

Comm. Costello
Aye
FIRE PREVENTION REPORT:  Ernie was present and gave report (attached).  Ernie said that the billing went out with notices of the new CO law.  A discussion followed.
Ernie stated that the alarm company is switching to “radio” allowing 2 phone lines to be eliminated.  Ernie said that Verizon still has not responded to his calls and feels that a legal letter may be necessary.  A discussion followed.

On Monday, Ernie said that he and Pat were meeting with Comm. Dipierro to plan their office and computer needs.  A discussion followed.

Ernie stated that they did a plan review for the road way to new Mounts Mill Town Houses.  The developer went to the County to get approval for a blinking light.  The County gave approval.  A discussion followed.
Comm. Dipierro stated that PSE&G is running a gas line down that Road and told Ernie that he should be made aware when construction will start.    A discussion followed.
PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  President Ivins was present.  There was a discussion on getting approval and a check for the alarm company to do work at the old firehouse.  They will need to get permits.  A discussion followed.
Todd stated that he received a quote for a maintenance contract for the generator at the old firehouse.
LEGAL REPORT:  Attorney Youssouf stated that the Board received and reviewed the Audit report for 2016, and the report contained findings and recommendations for the adoption of a corrective action plan.  Attorney Youssouf read the Resolution adopting and approving a corrective action plan for the report on audit for the year ended 12/31/18.
Comm. Costello, seconded by Comm. DiLieto made a motion to adopt the Resolution adopting and approving a corrective action plan for the report on audit for the year ended 12/31/18.
ROLL CALL:

Comm. DiLieto
Aye

Comm. Perry

Aye

Comm. Dipierro
Aye




Comm. Costello
Aye
Attorney Youssouf stated that a copy of the Resolution with the corrective action plan must be sent the DCA, and a copy was also given to the Board’s accountant, Joe Massoni.
Attorney Youssouf said that the ballots have been printed for the election on January 17, 2018.  Voting will be held at the new firehouse from 2:00 PM to 9:00 PM.
ACCOUNTANT’S REPORT: Joe Massoni was present and gave his report.  Joe stated that the monthly financial reports were sent to the Board.  Joe said that the procedure for submitting invoices by the Friday before the meeting is working out well. A discussion followed.
Attorney Youssouf reminded the Board that they must pay attention to the total cost of jobs performed by a contractor on the job.  Quotations are fine but if the aggregated value of the jobs exceeds the bid threshold of $17,500, they must get a bid.  All parties involved should be careful.  A discussion followed.

TREASURER’S REPORT:  Comm. Costello stated that there were invoices submitted after Friday so there were no checks cut for these invoices.  They will be approved and paid next month.
Comm. Costello read the list of bills to be paid this month.  They were:

Amanda’s Web – $150.00





A-8

Absolute Fire Protection - $1,140.06; $849.12; $3,440.80


0-15
Dennis Belzer - $175 – Poll Worker





A-5
Breakaway Electrical Contractors - $32,130




B-2a
Complete Document Solutions - $366.97; $115.75



A-8
Cintas - $709.45





0-8
Discount Auto Centers - $128.25 & $31.99




0-15
Digital Realm A/V, LLC - $5,975





0-8
Family Practice of Centrastate - $230





0-18
Jeanine Fama - $175 – poll worker





A-5
Alan Friedrich - $175 – poll worker





A-5
Gerhardt Dairy - $50.27; $86.64





0-8
Grainger - $115.20; $308.21; $44.03





0-8




Great American Financial Services - $196.41; $222.41



A-8
JCP&L - $1,769.68





0-8
John Hom & Son - $260





0-8
Madison Printing - $210 – ballots





A-5
Ann Martucci - $175 – poll worker





A-5
Monroe Volunteer Fire Company #1- $47.93 reimbursement


0-15
MRM & Son - $478.73





0-15
MTUD - $43,312.50 - Hydrants





A-6
National Fuel Oil - $1,032.91; $893.15





0-9
N.J. American Water - $180.40





A-6
Plosia Cohen - $14,643.09





A-11
PSE&G - $1,195.03





0-8
Jack Purvis - $1,650; $3,500; $150





A-11
Ramer Search Consultants - $4,500





A-11
Safe ID Card Systems, Inc. - $45





0-4
Scamparino Construction - $2,260; $7,342; $3,552



B2a
Standard Waste - $252





0-8
Tint Tech, LLC - $200





0-8
Township of Monroe - $1,200





0-16
W.B Mason - $285.64; $303.36; $1,006.93




0-8, A-8
Whelen East Coast Emergency Lighting - $4,873.68



0-15
Witmer Public Safety - $626.01





0-15
Verizon Wireless - $807.88




             
 A-7
Joseph Youssouf - $10,758 





A-11
Total: $154,278.55
FIRE PREVENTION:

Ernie Zih - $375 – reimbursement office supplies/gift cards


F-3
Verizon - $885.24 -  new firehouse





F-3
Verizon - $947.79; $951.63 – old firehouse




F-3
NFPA - $315 – membership





F-3
Middlesex County Fire prevention & Protection Assoc. - $150


F-3

TOTAL: $3,624.66

Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. DiLieto made a motion to pay the bills read.  
ROLL CALL:

Comm. DiLieto
Aye

Comm. Perry

Aye

Comm. Costello
Aye

Comm. Dipierro
Aye

OLD BUSINESS:  Comm. Costello stated that he had a proposal for auditing services from Lerch, Vinci & Higgins, LLP.  We also have a proposal from Solitario & Tierney CPA, our current auditor and a proposal from Gerard Stankiewicz, CPA, of Samuel Klein and Company.  
The proposal from Solitario & Tierney, CPA, was for $10,000. The proposal from Lerch, Vinci & Higgins, LLP was for $9,800 and their fee for preparation of the reviewed financial statements for LOSAP will be $1,200. The proposal from Gerard Stankiewicz was in the range of $10,000 (not fixed), and the fee for review of LOSAP program is $950.  The LOSAP program is not audited but an annual review.  A discussion followed.

Comm. Costello stated that he would like to award the auditing services to Lerch, Vinci & Higgins, LLP.  A discussion followed.

Attorney Youssouf stated that they need to decide by the March meeting.  Comm. Dipierro said that he would like to get clarification from Mr. Stankiewicz’s proposal.  Comm. Dipierro asked Joe Massoni to call Mr. Stankiewicz to see if he could clarify his amount. We would like a fixed amount, and a date he would anticipate the completion of the audit.
Comm. Dipierro told Joe Massoni to get everything for the 2017 audit, so it can be given to the auditor chosen and be done in a timely manner.
Comm. DiLieto stated that the Board should wait until next month to see who could get the audit done on time.  Comm. Dipierro said that he would like to table this matter until next month.

NEW BUSINESS:   Comm. DiLieto asked if a rider or waiver to the insurance policy would have to be independent for each event such as softball, basketball, etc.  A discussion followed.
Attorney Youssouf stated that the Fire Company can get event coverage for themselves added to their policy.  The Fire Company should have its own insurance.  These activities are not firematic activities.  Attorney Youssouf said that we should ask Bob Soden to come in and give a proposal on this matter.  
CORRESPONDENCE:  Comm. DiLieto stated that there were just advertisements.
MEETING OPENED TO PUBLIC:  No Comments

Comm. DiLieto, seconded by Comm. Costello, made a motion to adjourn the meeting.
ROLL CALL:

Comm. DiLieto
Aye

Comm. Perry

Aye

Comm. Costello
Aye

Comm. Dipierro
Aye

Public meeting adjourned at 8:17 PM.
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