MINUTES FOR THE BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS

DISTRICT NO. 1

JANUARY 10, 2018
The regular meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners was called to order at 7:02 P.M.  Secretary Hayes opened the meeting with the announcement required by the Open Public Meetings Act (copy attached) and salute to the flag.  There was a moment of silence for fallen soldiers, firefighters, EMS workers, etc.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Charles Dipierro
Present 



Comm. Raymond Perry
Present
Comm. Mark Agolia

Present




Comm. Vincent DiLieto
Present    



Comm. Michael Costello
Present
BUDGET HEARING:
Jonathan Cohen read the 2018 Adopted Budget Resolution, which states that the annual budget presented for adoption reflects Total Revenues of $2,644,579 which includes amount to be raised by taxation of $2,366,864.  This budget will be submitted to the voters on February 17, 2018.  The proposed tax rate is $.124 per $100 of assessed valuation.

Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. Costello, made a motion to adopt the Annual Budget in the amount of $2,644,579 which includes the amount to be raised by taxation in the amount of $2,366,864.  The annual election is to be held on February 17, 2018.

ROLL CALL:


Comm. Costello

Aye

Comm. Agolia


Aye





Comm. Perry


Aye





Comm. DiLieto

Aye





Comm. Dipierro

Aye

Jonathan Cohen stated that he would like to open the Budget Hearing to the public for any questions that they may have.  There were no questions from the public.

Jonathan read a Resolution to adopt a Temporary Budget for 2018, which represents 14% of the operating appropriations sections of the Fire District’s 2017 budget, excluding prohibited appropriations. 

Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. DiLieto, made a motion to adopt a Temporary Budget in the amount of $330,919 for 2018 to fund Board expenses for the period commencing January 1, 2018 through March 31, 2018.

ROLL CALL:


Comm. Costello

Aye

Comm. Agolia


Aye





Comm. Perry


Aye





Comm. DiLieto

Aye





Comm. Dipierro

Aye

Attorney Youssouf will advertise the 2018 Budget, as well as notice of the Election to be held on February 17, 2018.

Comm. Agolia stated that they have received a nominating petition for Commissioner from Michael Costello.  Nominating petitions must be received by January 22, 2018.
Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. DiLieto, made a motion to approve the minutes from the regular meeting held on December 13, 2017, subject to the same being provided to the public during and subsequent to this meeting.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Dipierro
Aye 



Comm. Perry

Aye

Comm. Agolia

Aye

Comm. DiLieto
Aye



Comm. Costello
Aye
INSURANCE REPORT:  Comm. DiLieto reported that everything is good. Claims have been submitted for processing.  A discussion followed.
CHIEF’S REPORT:  Chief Costa was present and gave his report (attached). Chief Costa stated that attached to his report was a quote from Fail Safe for hose testing.  They will set up an appointment for the testing.
FIRE PREVENTION REPORT:  Pat Reardon was present and gave report (attached).  Pat said that the end of year DCA Audit report was being prepared.  The report must be certified online.
Pat said that the new carbon monoxide regulations have come into effect.  All businesses must have CO detectors, not just residential.  A letter is going out to all establishments along with 2018 billing.

Pat said that the first LEA fee for 2018 has been deposited.

Pat said that Ernie is still waiting to be contacted by Verizon to set up a meeting to discuss phone line issues.
Comm. Dipierro asked Pat if there is a fire call for smell of gas, to what extent do they go?

Comm. Dipierro said that they should just tell the residents to get out and wait for PSE&G.  We do not want to risk firefighters’ lives. A discussion followed.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Paul Ivins was present and stated that he had nothing to report.
LEGAL REPORT: Jonathan stated that the deadline for Commissioner’s petitions for the election is January 22, 2018.  Attorney Youssouf will take care of advertising the budget and election.  Attorney Youssouf will provide the information for the ballot once he is notified of the Commissioner petitions received.
Comm. Dipierro stated that a copy of the ballot will be sent to Attorney Youssouf for approval prior to printing.
ACCOUNTANT’S REPORT:  Joe Massoni stated that the December financial reports were sent to the Board.  After the line item transfers last month, everything is in good shape. 
Joe stated that the CD at First Bank will be maturing on 1/21/18.  A discussion followed.
Comm. Dipierro stated that the Board should leave it there.  Joe said that he thinks they may need it, but if they can withdraw it without a penalty, they can keep it. The Board agreed to roll over the CD.
TREASURER’S REPORT:  Comm. Costello questioned the bill from Gerhardt Dairy for $21.66 for milk delivery.  A discussion followed.  The Board stated that they would pay for milk delivery.
There was a discussion on payment of bills.  Joe Massoni stated that invoices for payment must be received by the Friday before the meeting, so the checks can be cut.  The Purchase Order for the invoice must be completed and signed.  The line item should also be indicated on the purchase order.
Comm. Dipierro stated that vendors should be notified that they must submit their invoices by the Friday before the meeting.  A discussion followed.

The monthly utility bills, such as JCP&L, PSE&G, and Verizon bills, etc. can be paid online when due.

Comm. Costello read the list of bills to be paid.  They were as follows:

Amanda’s Web – $100.00





A-8
Amanda’s Web -  $50 – update Fire Prevention web site

F-3
Absolute Fire Protection - $1,306.14



0-15
A Cut Above Landscaping - $650




0-8
Better Living - $1.29





0-8
Cintas - $431.54





0-8
Circle Janitorial Supplies - $797.50




0-8
Confires - $155.80





0-15
Discount Auto Centers - $128.25 & $31.99



0-15
Emergency Services Marketing Corp., Inc.  - $3,137


0-8
First Responder Joint Insurance Fund - $20,651 – Workmen’s Comp
A-7
Gerhardt Dairy - $21.66





0-8
Grainger - $519.63; $1,148.80; $336.50



0-4




Home News Tribune - $104.96 – Audit



A-1
Jammer Doors - $675 – repair door




0-15
MTUD - $409.90 – fire hydrant, fire heads



0-8


MTUD - $10.69 – water/sewer





0-8
Performance Mechanical Corp. - $104,710



B2a
Plosia Cohen - $11,882.55





A-11
PSE&G - $682.77





0-8
RumZDad, LLC - $1,375





0-7
Scamparino Construction - $5,352 & $3,780

Standard Waste - $12





0-8
Treasurer State of NJ - $191 & $95.50 – registration renewal

A-4
Verizon Wireless - $807.60



                            A-7
Total: $159,556.07

FIRE PREVENTION:

Ernie Zih - $69.50 – reimbursement office supplies


F-3
Verizon - $844.67 -  new firehouse




F-3
Verizon - $944.33 – old firehouse




F-3
TOTAL: $1,858.50

Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. DiLieto, made a motion to pay the bills read.

ROLL CALL:


Comm. Perry

Aye





Comm. DiLieto
Aye

Comm. Agolia

Aye





Comm. Dipierro
Aye





Comm. Costello
Aye
OLD BUSINESS:  Comm. Dipierro stated that the fence was fixed on Avenue K.  A lock can be put on the gate.  We have a permit for electrical service to be installed.  We will have to pay a contractor to do the installation.
NEW BUSINESS:  Comm. Agolia reported that a UPS driver backed into the hydrant in the apron.   The hydrant is still functioning.  No water is leaking.  A discussion followed.
Comm. Agolia said that he will not be running for re-election as Commissioner for personal reasons.

Comm. Dipierro stated that they are moving along with the heat in the building.  There is one large fan in the attic that needs to be installed.  There will be heat throughout when it is installed.  A discussion followed.
Comm. Dipierro said that they are waiting for a price for plastic sliding doors, and 5 windows.

Comm. Dipierro stated that by the end of this month, lights and heat should be installed so the rooms can be regulated.  Comm. Dipierro feels that the heating bill for this firehouse is very reasonable.  It is a super-efficient building.

Comm. Dipierro said that there was a roof leak.  The General Contractor that built the building had someone here to fix it.
Comm. Dipierro stated that the Board and Fire Company needs to maintain this building and the grounds.  A discussion followed.

CORRESPONDENCE:  Comm. Agolia stated that the Board received Holiday cards.  
.

MEETING OPENED TO PUBLIC: 
Mr. Stankiewicz stated that he was an Auditor and wanted to submit a proposal for auditing services. He reported that he could do a good job.  He would provide timely and accurate service.  A discussion followed.
Comm. Dipierro stated that he received a letter from the present Auditor, who said that they would do better and lower their price.  A discussion followed.
Jonathan Cohen read the resolution to go into Executive Session to discuss Attorney-Client privileged matters.

Comm. Costello, seconded by Comm. DiLieto, made a motion to adopt the resolution to go into Executive session to discuss Attorney-Client privileged matters.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Agolia

Aye



Comm. Perry

Aye



Comm. Dipierro
Aye





Comm. DiLieto
Aye




Comm. Costello
Aye
Public Meeting adjourned at 8:30 PM.
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