MINUTES FOR THE BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS

DISTRICT NO. 1

APRIL 11, 2018
The regular meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners was called to order at 7:00
 P.M.  Attorney Youssouf opened the meeting with the announcement required by the Open Public Meetings Act (copy attached) and salute to the flag.  There was a moment of silence for fallen soldiers, firefighters, EMS workers, etc.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Vincent DiLieto
Present



Comm. Raymond Perry
Present 



Comm. Charles Dipierro
Present 



Comm. Michael Costello
Present 



Comm. Christian Ventriello
Present
Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. Costello, made a motion to approve the minutes from the regular meeting and Executive session meeting held on March 14, 2018 subject to the same being provided to the public during, and subsequent to this meeting.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. DiLieto
Aye

Comm. Perry

Aye

Comm. Dipierro
Aye

Comm. Costello
Aye

Comm. Ventriello
Aye

INSURANCE REPORT:  Comm. DiLieto stated that he had the updates for insurance and he will give them to Bob Soden next week.  They were closing out the five claims that were submitted.  There may be one remaining.
LEGAL REPORT:  Attorney Youssouf reported that he had copies of the Resolutions adopted by title at the last meeting which were for the Board Auditor, Board Secretary and Board Health Care Consultant.

Attorney Youssouf stated that the Financial Disclosure Statements must be filed by April 30, 2018.  Those that filed last year can go to the website to file (WWW.NJ.GOV.DCA/DIVISION/DLGS). Detailed instructions will be on website.  A discussion followed.

Attorney Youssouf stated that Assembly bill #595, designated Kevin Apuzzio’s Law, has been introduced.  This will dramatically change the insurance coverage available to firefighters and allow municipalities to provide increased survivor pensions for certain volunteer emergency workers.  In order to provide survivor pensions, the municipalities may, by ordinance, establish an additional $1 surcharge for each inspection for which a fee is charged.  This is not a law yet.  A discussion followed.
CHIEF’S REPORT:  Chief Costa was present and gave report (attached).  
There was a discussion on the issue of paying for Fire Inspector’s classes.  Comm. DiLieto stated that an individual had to get an “OK” first to take class.  He must be a good firefighter for 5 years.  He would have to pay for the class and pass and then get reimbursed.
Comm. Dipierro said that if the money is coming out of the Fire Company budget, why can’t they make the decision to send someone.  When we have educated volunteers, it is to the advantage of the Board.  A discussion followed.

Chief Costa reported that preventative maintenance is starting, 51-3 is out now.

They had a meeting pertaining to the new pager system. Once headquarters switches to the new frequency, we will use it.

Comm. Dipierro stated that there is going to be a cell tower on the back of the municipal building.  He will keep on top of it.

Comm. Dipierro said that we are paying taxes for the salaries for the Office of Emergency Management; however, there has not been a meeting in 2 ½ years.  There is no communication.  This new building is built as an emergency service building.  We have a generator.  The Office of Emergency Management is something we must press the town on.  We have to be pro-active.
FIRE PREVENTION REPORT:  Ernie was present and gave report (attached).  Ernie reported that there has been some progress regarding the efforts to reduce the Verizon bill.  There was a meeting with Verizon.  Recent bills have been given to Verizon, so they can determine usage.

There was a discussion on storage of records and the procedure to follow to obtain permission for record destruction.  Ernie provide the Board with a copy of the Record Retention schedule.

Posters for the Fire Prevention contest were received and will be judged at the April County meeting.
PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  President Ivins was present.  Paul had a quote from Home Depot for counter tops and shelves for 2 offices.  The price was $25,994.31.  Paul also had a quote for an ice machine for $4,095.52 and a quote for a sign for $20,303.96.  Paul will need to get 2 additional quotes for these items.  They will have to put out formal bid for the sign if it is over the bid amount of $17,500.  A discussion followed.
Paul said that the Fire Company discussed the matter of the bill from RumZDad.  Comm. Ventriello will be in charge of the computers.  Joe will give the Board a revised bill for work he did for the Board.  Comm. Ventriello will advise Joe of what else must be done.  A discussion followed.

There was a discussion on the proposal from Emergency Systems Service Company for the generator at 24 Harrison Avenue.

Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. DiLieto, made a motion to accept the proposal from Emergency Systems Service Company for annual inspection checks on the generator at 24 Harrison Avenue, Monroe, NJ.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. DiLieto
Aye

Comm. Perry

Aye

Comm. Dipierro
Aye

Comm. Costello
Aye

Comm. Ventriello
Aye

ACCOUNTANT’S REPORT: Joe Massoni was present and gave his report.  Joe stated that the monthly financial reports were sent to the Board.  Joe stated that a Bond payment was made as well as the 3rd installment for the First Responder insurance.  The next tax check will be in June.
Joe said that he gave the new auditor, Lerch, Vinci & Higgins, LLP, electronic records to complete the 2017 audit.  It will not be done by April 30, 2018.  A discussion followed.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Comm. Costello questioned the bill the Board received from Agri-Tech Turf.  Deputy Chief Pipero stated that this company services the property.  Comm. Costello said if the Board does something with the parking lot, we will have to stop the service.  
Deputy Chief Pipero said that they do not go around the back of the building.  They service just the front.

Comm. Costello read the list of bills to be paid.  They were:

Amanda’s Web - $100






A-8
Agri-Tech Turf - $174.32






0-8
Auto Parts & Supplies - $66.32






0-15
Breeze Heating & Air Conditioning - $1,350
 - Winter service


0-15
Casey’s Cleaning Services - $858.31 & $650



0-8
Circle Janitorial - $102.96






0-8
Cintas - $462.61






0-8
Coffee Distributing Corp. - $59.85





0-8
Continental Fire & Safety - $52,298.20




0-4
Discount Auto Centers - $77.99
, $119.99




0-15
Digital Realm A/V, LLC - $4,682





0-8
First Responder Joint Insurance Fund - $20,651 – 2nd installment

A-7
Gerhardt Dairy - $57.77






0-8
Grainger - $2,168.52










Great American Financial Services - $196.41



A-8
JCP&L - $1,274.67






0-8
Middlesex County Department of Finance - $140.05



A-5
MTUD - $309.22 – hydrants






0-8
MTUD - $120.53 – water/sewer






0-8
Plosia Cohen - $9,508.33






A-11
Scamparino Construction - $5,394





B2a
Standard Waste - $252






0-8
Verizon Wireless- $807.88






A-7
W.B Mason - $439.72, $2,743.50, $315.32, $275.70



0-8, A-8
Monroe Township Professional Fire Fighters Assoc. – $362.44 - dues
Total: $106,019.61
FIRE PREVENTION:

Verizon - $872.34 -  new firehouse





F-3
Verizon - $947.52 – old firehouse





F-3
TOTAL:  $1,819.86

Comm. Perry seconded by Comm. Ventriello made a motion to pay the bills read.  
ROLL CALL:

Comm. DiLieto
Aye

Comm. Perry

Aye

Comm. Costello
Aye

Comm. Dipierro
Aye

Comm. Ventriello
Aye

OLD BUSINESS:  None
NEW BUSINESS:   Comm. Dipierro stated that the new file cabinets are here.  The problem with the counter tops is that the price is over the bid threshold.
Comm. Dipierro reported on items completed in firehouse, such as HVAC, the lights, painting, etc.

Comm. Dipierro said that the plans from Crest Engineering are done to go out to bid for the parking lot.  There is a possibility that we can do the parking lot in stages.  We will have to talk to the Building Department, or we can put it on the back burner and finish the offices for the Commissioners and Fire Prevention Bureau.  They will have to decide on priorities. 

There was a discussion on the parking lot.  Comm. Costello feels that we definitely need it.  Comm. Costello stated that the street has to be finished because we have two new trucks coming in.
Comm. Dipierro said that he will bring the Township Engineer in to help us with Brandy.  Only $850,000 has been allocated for paving in Monroe Township.  A discussion followed.
Comm. Dipierro stated that we will do the back-parking lot.

Comm. Dipierro said he is trying to get electric service at Avenue K.

CORRESPONDENCE:  Comm. DiLieto stated that there were just advertisements.
MEETING OPENED TO PUBLIC:  No Comments

Attorney Youssouf read the Resolution for Executive Session.

Comm. DiLieto, seconded by Comm. Ventriello, made a motion to adopt the Resolution to go into Executive session to discuss employment matters and Attorney-client privileged matters.
ROLL CALL:

Comm. DiLieto
Aye

Comm. Perry

Aye

Comm. Costello
Aye

Comm. Dipierro
Aye




Comm. Ventriello
Aye
Public meeting adjourned at 8:17 PM.
Public Meeting re-opened 8:50 PM
Comm. DiLieto, seconded by Commissioner Ventriello, made a motion to adopt a Resolution prohibiting the possession of fire arms on all fire district properties.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. DiLieto
Aye

Comm. Costello
Aye

Comm. Dipierro
Aye




Comm. Ventriello
Aye

Comm. Costello, seconded by Comm. Ventriello, made a motion to adjourn the public meeting.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. DiLieto
Aye

Comm. Costello
Aye

Comm. Dipierro
Aye




Comm. Ventriello
Aye

Meeting adjourned 8:52 PM
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