MINUTES FOR THE BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS
DISTRICT NO. 1

MARCH 14, 2018
Attorney Youssouf called the meeting to order at 7:06 P.M. and opened the meeting with the announcement required by the Open Public Meetings Act (copy attached) and salute to the flag. There was a moment of silence for fallen soldiers, firefighters, EMS workers, etc.

Attorney Youssouf stated that the first order of business was to swear in the newly elected Commissioners.
Attorney Youssouf administered the Oath of Office to Comm. Costello and Comm. Ventriello.
ROLL CALL:

Comm. Charles Dipierro

Present




Comm. Raymond Perry

Present




Comm. Michael Costello

Present




Comm. Vincent DiLieto

Present



Comm. Christian Ventriello

Present
Attorney Youssouf stated that the next order of business is to reorganize.  
Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. Costello, made a motion to nominate Comm. Dipierro for position of Chairman on the Board.  Hearing no other nominations, the nomination was closed.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Charles Dipierro

Aye




Comm. Raymond Perry

Aye




Comm. Michael Costello

Aye




Comm. Vincent DiLieto

Aye




Comm. Christian Ventriello

Aye

Comm. Costello, seconded by Comm. Dipierro, made a motion to nominate Comm. Perry for position of Vice-Chairman on the Board.  Hearing no other nominations, the nomination was closed.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Charles Dipierro

Aye




Comm. Raymond Perry

Aye




Comm. Michael Costello

Aye




Comm. Vincent DiLieto

Aye




Comm. Christian Ventriello

Aye

Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. Ventriello, made a motion to nominate Comm. Costello for position of Treasurer on the Board.  Hearing no other nominations, the nomination was closed.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Charles Dipierro

Aye




Comm. Raymond Perry

Aye




Comm. Michael Costello

Aye




Comm. Vincent DiLieto

Aye




Comm. Christian Ventriello

Aye

Comm. DiLieto, seconded by Comm. Dipierro, made a motion to nominate Comm. Ventriello for position of Clerk on the Board.  Hearing no other nominations, the nomination was closed.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Charles Dipierro

Aye




Comm. Raymond Perry

Aye




Comm. Michael Costello

Aye




Comm. Vincent DiLieto

Aye




Comm. Christian Ventriello

Aye

Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. Ventriello, made a motion to nominate Comm. DiLieto for position of Assistant Clerk/Treasurer on the Board.  Hearing no other nominations, the nomination was closed.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Charles Dipierro

Aye




Comm. Raymond Perry

Aye




Comm. Michael Costello

Aye




Comm. Vincent DiLieto

Aye




Comm.  Christian Ventriello

Aye

Attorney Youssouf stated that the Board is now re-organized.  There are a number of re-organization resolutions that must be adopted.  
The first Resolution was the scheduling of the meeting dates for the Board for 2018.  Attorney Youssouf stated that the meetings are scheduled for the 2nd Wednesday of the month.  Attorney Youssouf read the resolution with the list of dates (attached). 
Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. Costello, made a motion to adopt the Resolution scheduling the meeting dates for 2018. The meetings are to be held on the second Wednesday of each month at 7:00 P.M.
ROLL CALL:

Comm. Perry


Aye




Comm. DiLieto

Aye




Comm. Costello

Aye




Comm. Dipierro

Aye





Comm. Ventriello

Aye
Attorney Youssouf stated that the next Resolution, which he read, was for designating the official depositories for the year 2018.  The depositories are First Bank and BCB Bank.
Comm. Costello asked if they can change depositories during the year.  A discussion followed. Comm. Dipierro stated that they can switch if necessary.

Comm. Costello, seconded by Comm. Perry, made a motion to adopt the Resolution designating BCB Bank and First Bank the official depositories for the Board for the year 2018.
ROLL CALL:

Comm. Perry


Aye




Comm. DiLieto

Aye




Comm. Costello

Aye




Comm. Dipierro

Aye





Comm. Ventriello

Aye
Attorney Youssouf stated that the next Resolution to be adopted was for designating the official newspapers for the year 2018. 
Comm. Costello asked if they are legally obligated to use newspapers for notices.  Attorney Youssouf stated that they were.

Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. DiLieto, made a motion to adopt the Resolution designating the Home News Tribune and Cranbury Press as the official newspapers of the Board for the year 2018.
ROLL CALL:

Comm. Dipierro

Aye


    

Comm. Perry


Aye




Comm. DiLieto

Aye




Comm. Costello

Nay



Comm. Ventriello

Aye

Attorney Youssouf said that the next Resolution was for the appointment of Feldman Sablosky Massoni & Co., as Board Accountants for the year 2018.

Comm. Costello, seconded by Comm. Perry, made a motion to adopt the Resolution appointing Feldman Sablosky Massoni & Co. Board Accountants for the year 2018.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Perry


Aye




Comm. DiLieto

Aye




Comm. Costello

Aye




Comm. Dipierro

Aye




Comm. Ventriello

Aye
Attorney Youssouf stated that the next Resolution to be adopted was for the appointment of District Auditors for 2018.

Comm. Dipierro, seconded by Comm. DiLieto, made a motion to table the Resolution for District Auditor for 2018.
ROLL CALL:

Comm. Perry


Aye




Comm. DiLieto

Aye




Comm. Costello

Aye




Comm. Dipierro

Aye




Comm. Ventriello

Aye
Attorney Youssouf stated the next Resolution was for the appointment of Jonathan Cohen, as special Counsel for 2018.
Comm. Costello, seconded by Comm. DiLieto, made a motion to adopt the Resolution appointing Jonathan Cohen special Counsel for 2018.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Perry


Aye




Comm. DiLieto

Aye




Comm. Costello

Aye




Comm. Dipierro

Aye




Comm. Ventriello

Aye
Attorney Youssouf stated that the next Resolution was for the appointment of Oliver L.E. Soden Agency as Insurance Agent for the year 2018.

Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. DiLieto, made a motion to adopt the Resolution appointing the Oliver L. E. Soden Agency as Insurance Agent for the year 2018.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Perry


Aye




Comm. DiLieto

Aye




Comm. Costello

Aye




Comm. Dipierro

Aye




Comm. Ventriello

Aye
Attorney Youssouf stated that the next resolution was for the appointment of the Board Attorney for the year 2018.

Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. Ventriello, made a motion to adopt the Resolution appointing Joseph D. Youssouf Board Attorney for the year 2018.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. DiLieto

Aye


    

Comm. Perry


Aye




Comm. Costello

Aye

Comm. Dipierro

Aye




Comm. Ventriello

Aye
Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. DiLieto, made a motion to approve the minutes from the regular meeting held on February 14, 2018, subject to the same being provided to the public during and subsequent to this meeting.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Dipierro
Aye 




Comm. Perry

Aye

Comm. DiLieto
Aye

Comm. Costello
Aye




Comm. Ventriello
Abstain
Attorney Youssouf read the results of the February election.  They were as follows:
On February 17, 2018, the voters of Fire District No. 1 approved the 2018 budget.  There were 87 “Yes” votes and 44 “No” votes.  The budget approved was $2,644,579 of which $2,366,684 is to be raised by taxation.  

The outcome for the Fire Commissioner’s election for two Commissioners for Fire District No. 1 for a three-year term was as follows:





Michael Costello         93 Votes




Christian Ventriello     84 Votes
There were 3 write-in votes:

Andy Tancredi -   1 Vote

Joseph Callella -    42 Votes

Jason Bader       -    1 Vote

There was a discussion on the liaison positions.  
Comm. DiLieto nominated Comm. Ventriello as liaison to the Volunteers.  Motion seconded by Comm. Costello.
ROLL CALL:

Comm. Perry


Aye




Comm. DiLieto

Aye




Comm. Costello

Aye




Comm. Dipierro

Aye




Comm. Ventriello

Aye

Comm. Costello nominated Comm. DiLieto as liaison to the Oliver Soden 
Agency for insurance.  Motion seconded by Comm. Perry.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Perry


Aye




Comm. DiLieto

Aye




Comm. Costello

Aye




Comm. Dipierro

Aye




Comm. Ventriello

Aye

Comm. Dipierro nominated Comm. Perry as liaison for the LOSAP program.  Motion seconded by Comm. DiLieto.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Perry


Aye




Comm. DiLieto

Aye




Comm. Costello

Aye




Comm. Dipierro

Aye




Comm. Ventriello

Aye

INSURANCE REPORT:  Bob Soden was present and gave his report.  Everything is good.  There was a discussion on the cards for the Volunteers to be used if medical attention is required at a hospital.
CHIEF’S REPORT:  Chief Costa gave report (attached).  Chief Costa stated that he had a quote for 10 sets of gear.  The total cost is around $30,000.  The gear will probably take 2 months to come in.  A discussion followed.

Comm. Dipierro, seconded by Comm. Perry, made a motion to prove the purchase of 10 sets of gear at a cost of $30,000.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Perry


Aye




Comm. DiLieto

Aye




Comm. Costello

Aye




Comm. Dipierro

Aye




Comm. Ventriello

Aye

Chief Costa stated that he had a Training Request for the IAFC conference.  This cost will come at of Training.  A discussion followed.
Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. Costello made a motion to approve the Training request for 3 individuals to attend the IAFC conference.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Perry


Aye




Comm. DiLieto

Aye




Comm. Costello

Aye




Comm. Dipierro

Aye




Comm. Ventriello

Aye

FIRE PREVENTION REPORT:  Fire Official Zih was present and gave report (attached).  Inspection report was updated.
Ernie stated that they progress regarding reducing the Verizon bill.  They had a meeting with Verizon which was very productive.  Copies of recent bills were sent to Verizon for them to determine usage.  The alarm company switched to “radio” to eliminate 2 lines.

Ernie stated that the Bureau did a walk-through the Rec Center for CO compliance.  A discussion followed.  The Construction office must now be involved in the permit process.
There was a discussion on additional work to be done to complete the offices.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Paul Ivins was present and reported that he received a bid for the sign out front.  There was a discussion on a bill from Rum-Z-Dad, as to who would pay it.  Comm. Dipierro stated that if the Volunteers ask Joe to do something for them, they pay for it.  If the Board has Joe do work, the Board will pay the invoice.  The invoice will be reviewed by the Fire Company.
.

LEGAL REPORT: Attorney Youssouf stated that he will need an Executive Session.
ACCOUNTANT’S REPORT:  Joe stated that the monthly financial reports were sent to the Commissioners, and the bank account has been reconciled.
Joe said that that a bond payment is due and the interest.  He will need 3 signatures on the form to be wired.  The LOSAP contribution is also due.
TREASURER’S REPORT:   Comm. Costello read the list of bills to be paid.  They were as follows: 

Amanda’s Web - $100






A-8
Absolute Fire Protection - $990.76





0-15
Atlantic Alarm Systems and Services, LLC - $496



0-8
Circle Janitorial - $797.50, $175.20





0-8
Complete Document Solutions - $152.48, $184.04



A-8
Cintas - $431.54






0-8
Discount Auto Centers - $56.99, $149.97




0-15
Digital Realm A/V, LLC - $5,863.31




0-8
Emergency Systems Service Company - $995



0-15
East Coast Emergency Lighting - $1,769.84




0-4
Feldman, Sablosky, Massoni & Co. - $6,356




A-11
Firefighter One - $4,535






0-4
Gerhardt Dairy - $43.32






0-8
Grainger - $267.60, $335.12






0-17, 0-8


Great American Financial Services - $196.41



A-8
JCP&L - $1,715.13






0-8
Lincoln Financial - $41,016 – LOSAP




A-8
Mercer County Fire Academy - $1,300




0-16
Middlesex County Fire Academy - $1,050, $524



0-16
Monroe Volunteer Fire Company #1- $5,105.59 - reimbursement

0-4, 0-8, 0-9, 0-16, B2a
Monroe Volunteer Fire Co. #1 - $36,532 – 1st Quarter payment

A-10
National Fuel Oil - $1,575






0-9
N.J. American Water - $180.40






A-6
Plosia Cohen - $11,439.97






A-11
Postmaster - $50 – stamps






A-8
PSE&G - $1,183.58






0-8
Jack Purvis - $1,200, $250






A-11
RHA Communications - $500 – speakers




B2a
RumZDad, LLC - $1,320






A-7
Safe ID Card Systems, Inc. - $45, $10




0-8




Samzie’s - $140 – clip on ties






0-17
Scamparino Construction - $3,120, $2,520, $6,266.86



B2a
Selective Signalling - $1,058.71, $355




0-17, 0-8, 0-15



Standard Waste - $252






0-8
Verizon Wireless- $807.88






A-7
W.B Mason - $649.19, $130.80






0-8, A-8
Watts Electric, LLC - $850, $250





B2a
Pension Fund (PERS) - $3,557

Bond Payment - $262,825
Total: $412,175.19
FIRE PREVENTION:

Ernie Zih - $440.10 – reimbursement office supplies/gift cards


F-3
Verizon - $869.61 -  new firehouse





F-3
Monroe Volunteer Fire Co. #1 - $106.99 – reimbursement


F-3
TOTAL: $1,416.70

Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. Ventriello, made a motion to pay the bills read.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Perry


Aye




Comm. DiLieto

Aye




Comm. Costello

Aye




Comm. Dipierro

Aye




Comm. Ventriello

Aye

OLD BUSINESS:  None
NEW BUSINESS:  Comm. Dipierro discussed additional work needed to be completed at the new firehouse such as lights in the parking lot, landscaping, the work on the apron in the back-parking lot, etc.  They will need to get prices.  A discussion followed.
Comm. Dipierro said that he got a cleaning service to come in.  Something was damaged, and an estimate to repair it was sent to the individual who did the damage. A discussion followed.
CORRESPONDENCE:  There was a letter from Agri Tech offering a discount on Spring service if the Board paid now.
MEETING OPENED TO PUBLIC:   No comments
Comm. DiLieto, seconded by Comm. Costello, made a motion to adopt a resolution to go into Closed Session to discuss attorney-client privileged matters and employment matters.
ROLL CALL:

Comm. Perry


Aye




Comm. DiLieto

Aye




Comm. Costello

Aye




Comm. Dipierro

Aye




Comm. Ventriello

Aye

Public meeting adjourned 8:20 PM

Public Meeting re-opened 9:28 PM

Attorney Youssouf read a Resolution appointing Lerch Vinci & Higgins, LLP as District Auditors for 2018.

Comm. Costello, seconded by Comm. Ventriello, made a motion to adopt the Resolution appointing Lerch, Vinci & Higgins, LLP, District Auditors for the year 2018.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. DiLieto

Aye




Comm. Costello

Aye




Comm. Dipierro

Aye




Comm. Ventriello

Aye

Attorney Youssouf read the Resolution appointing William Gardener, as Fire District Health Care Coordinator for the year 2018.

Comm. DiLieto, seconded by Comm. Costello, made a motion to adopt the Resolution appointing William J. Gardener, R.N.T., Fire District Health Care Coordinator for the year 2018.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. DiLieto

Aye




Comm. Costello

Aye




Comm. Dipierro

Abstain




Comm. Ventriello

Aye

Attorney Youssouf stated that the next Resolution was for the appointment of Tricia Mercado as the Board Secretary for the year 2018.
Comm. Costello, seconded by Comm. DiLieto, made a motion to adopt the Resolution appointing Tricia Mercado Board Secretary for the year 2018.
ROLL CALL:

Comm. DiLieto

Aye




Comm. Costello

Aye




Comm. Dipierro

Aye




Comm. Ventriello

Abstain

Comm. Costello, made a motion, seconded by Comm. DiLieto to adopt a Resolution thank Joanne Hayes for her service to the Board.

 ROLL CALL:

Comm. DiLieto

Aye




Comm. Costello

Aye




Comm. Dipierro

Aye




Comm. Ventriello

Aye

Comm. Costello, seconded by Comm. DiLieto made a motion to adjourn the meeting.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. DiLieto

Aye




Comm. Costello

Aye




Comm. Dipierro

Aye




Comm. Ventriello

Aye

Meeting adjourned 9:40 PM
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