MINUTES FOR THE BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS

DISTRICT NO. 1

MAY 10, 2017
The regular meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners was called to order at 7:05 P.M.  Attorney Youssouf opened the meeting with the announcement required by the Open Public Meetings Act (copy attached) and salute to the flag.  There was a moment of silence for fallen soldiers, firefighters, EMS workers, etc.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Charles Dipierro
Present 



Comm. Raymond Perry
Present
Comm. Michael Costello
Present




Comm. Vincent DiLieto
Present    



Comm. Mark Agolia

Present
Comm. Costello, seconded by Comm. Perry, made a motion to approve the minutes from the regular meeting held on April 12, 2017, subject to the same being provided to the public during and subsequent to this meeting.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Dipierro
Aye  



Comm. Perry

Aye

Comm. DiLieto
Aye

Comm. Costello
Aye

Comm. Agolia

Aye

INSURANCE REPORT:  Bob Soden was present
Comm. Dipierro told Bob that they completed all the work at 24 Harrison Avenue.  Also the Avenue K property is fenced in.
CHIEF’S REPORT:  Chief Pipero was present and gave his report (attached). 
There was a discussion on purchasing cameras for the trucks.  Comm. Dipierro said that this is a good safety feature.  It would come out of the Equipment Line Item.  
There was also a discussion on purchasing pagers. This would also come out of the Equipment Line Item.  

Comm. Dipierro said that they will table these purchases until next month.

Comm. Agolia stated that he will take care of the Memorial by the Municipal Center.  He will place flowers there.

FIRE PREVENTION REPORT:  Ernie was present and gave report (attached).  Ernie stated that Amanda’s Web completed the online smoke detector registrations site.  So far this is working very well.
Ernie said that he purchased the file folders for the Commissioners, as per their request.  Comm. Dipierro stated that the Board’s files will now be moved to the file cabinets in the Volunteers’ old office.  A discussion followed.
PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Todd was not present.  Chief Pipero stated that the new door at the old firehouse is not closing all the way.  Jammer Doors will be called to fix this problem.
LEGAL REPORT:  Attorney Youssouf stated that he had a successful day in Trenton today.  They appeared before the Local Finance Board to seek their permission to acquire 2 fire trucks.  They received permission and approval of the Lease Purchase Agreement that was negotiated.

The Local Finance Board asked the question if the Fire District would save money by going with HGAC.  Attorney Youssouf stated that by going through HGAC they will save $150,000 on the aerial platform fire engine and $70,000 on the rescue truck. Comm. Dipierro stated that they questioned the interest rate.  They thought it was high.  A discussion followed.

Attorney Youssouf said that the Local Finance Board is satisfied.  They are in good shape.

Attorney Youssouf stated that the litigation where the Township is suing the Fire Company is resolved.  They were happy that we removed the millings on Avenue K.  They want us to put seed down.  A discussion followed.

Comm. Dipierro said that the chain is still up and asked Attorney Youssouf to send a letter to remove the chain.

Chief Pipero stated that he wants the Purchase Order for the trucks to come from the Board.
Attorney Youssouf stated that District #1 is making the purchase of the 2 vehicles.  When the Lease Purchase Agreement is prepared, it will have to be signed by the Chairman and the Clerk.

Comm. DiLieto, seconded by Comm. Perry made a motion to authorize the Chairman and the Clerk of the Board to execute the Lease Purchase Agreement for the acquisition of 2 new fire trucks when the paperwork comes in.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Dipierro
Aye  



Comm. Perry

Aye

Comm. DiLieto
Aye

Comm. Costello
Aye

Comm. Agolia

Aye

Attorney Youssouf said that he had a copy of his letter with the Credit Application that was submitted to Tax Exempt Leasing Corporation.   A discussion followed.
ACCOUNTANT’S REPORT:  Joe Massoni stated that the monthly financial report was sent to the Board.  There was a discussion on the Lease Purchase Agreement.
Comm. Costello asked if the Board will have to make a payment July,
2018, if we do not have the trucks.

Comm. Dipierro stated that with or without the trucks, the payment is due.  Attorney Youssouf said that we will not know until we sign the documents.  

There was a discussion on the Verizon Bills.

TREASURER’S REPORT:  Comm. Costello read the list of bills to be paid.  They were as follows:
Amanda’s Web – $100





A-8
A Cut Above Landscaping - $70, $375



0-8
Absolute Fire Protection - $2,312.87



0-15
ADP - $22.86, $30.38, $20.14, $20.14

Cintas Corporation - $106.10, $135.98, $179.58

Coskey Electronics System - $1,224 – program keys for 7 doors
0-8
Deluxe Busn. System – $423.44 – checks, envelopes

Family Practice of Centrastate - $460



0-18
Feldman, Sablosky, Massoni - $4,575



A-11
Grainger - $197.28, $281.36; $ 64.95; $2,272, $789.30, $21.35

0-4, A-8, 0-8
Jack Purvis - $1,950, $54.62





A-11
Middlesex County Fire Academy - $1,414, $1,301


A-16
Middlesex County Treasurer’s Office - $12.27 – office stand-by
A-5
MTUD - $120.53, $300.95, $43,175



A-6
New Jersey American Water - $180.40



A-6
National Fuel Oil - $1,441.52





0-9
Oliver L.E. Soden - $327

Plosia Cohen - $3,832.50





A-11
RHA Communications - $75





0-8
SAFE-T - $12,766.06

Standard Waste - $240, $240





0-8
V.E. Ralph & Son, Inc. - $411.25




0-18
Witmer Public Safety - $6,959.60, $465, $1,673


0-4
Verizon Wireless - $807.16





0-7
State of New Jersey Health Benefits - $4,649.08
TOTAL: 

FIRE PREVENTION BILLS:

NFPA - $1,345.50





F-3
Verizon - $835.14





F-3
Ernie Zih - $161.49, $60 – office supplies, poster prizes

F-3
Verizon - $889.82





F-3
TOTAL:   

Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. DiLieto, made a motion to pay the bills read.
ROLL CALL:

Comm. Dipierro
Aye  



Comm. Perry

Aye

Comm. DiLieto
Aye

Comm. Costello
Aye

Comm. Agolia

Aye

OLD BUSINESS:  There was a discussion on changing the provider for electrical services for the firehouses.  Comm. DiLieto said that by doing this it could save dollars over the next 24 – 36 months for both firehouses.
Comm. DiLieto, seconded by Comm. Perry, made a motion to change the Provider for electrical services for the firehouses.
ROLL CALL:

Comm. Dipierro
Aye  



Comm. Perry

Aye

Comm. DiLieto
Aye

Comm. Costello
Aye

Comm. Agolia

Aye

NEW BUSINESS: Comm. Dipierro stated that the architect, Jack Purvis, is working with the structural and mechanical engineers for the design of the HVAC system in the firehouse.  This will be the next part of the structure of the building.
There was a discussion on where the system would be.  It will not go on the floor because it would take too much space.  It looks like it will go in the file room for Ernie and Pat.

Comm. Dipierro stated that he received a call from Lou, the construction official and he asked for an update on what is going on at the firehouse.  He asked if we needed a change of contractors.
Comm. Dipierro stated that he explained to the official that at this time, we are not doing any construction.  We only installed the doors that we told them that we were going to do according to the TCO.   We extended the TCO last month.  We got a 6 month extension.

Comm. Dipierro stated that one of the things he thinks the Board should concentrate on is the maintenance of this building.  One of the things in particular is the heat and AC units. It would be beneficial if we get a maintenance contract from the contractors who installed these units so they can come here to service them.  This is something that we have to think of and definitely look into.  It is very important.
Comm. Agolia asked what the status of the rear driveway was.  Did they make the correction on the ramp?

Comm. Dipierro stated that as far as he knows, the last thing was that we gave measurements to Crest Engineering, and they were going to work on the design.  The design that they came up with basically said that they would have to re-construct Brandy Street.  A discussion followed.  Comm. Dipierro will look into it.

CORRESPONDENCE:  Comm. Agolia stated that the Board received an OPRA request, which the Town had received and then was re-directed to us.  Comm. Agolia said that he gave the OPRA request to Attorney Youssouf for his review and advisement on how to proceed.
Comm. Agolia said that he received the annual Financial Disclosure statements for the Commissioners to complete.  They are in electronic form and must be completed by May 30.  The forms were given to the Commissioners.
.

MEETING OPENED TO PUBLIC:   None
Comm. Costello, seconded by Comm. Agolia, made a motion to adjourn the meeting.
ROLL CALL:

Comm. Agolia

Aye



Comm. Costello
Aye



Comm. Perry

Aye



Comm. Dipierro
Aye





Comm. DiLieto
Aye
Public Meeting adjourned at 8:12 PM
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