MINUTES FOR THE BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS

DISTRICT NO. 1

JULY 12, 2017
The regular meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners was called to order at 7:05 P.M.  Secretary Hayes opened the meeting with the announcement required by the Open Public Meetings Act (copy attached) and salute to the flag.  There was a moment of silence for fallen soldiers, firefighters, EMS workers, etc.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Charles Dipierro
Present 



Comm. Raymond Perry
Present
Comm. Michael Costello
Present




Comm. Vincent DiLieto
Present    



Comm. Mark Agolia

Present
Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. Costello, made a motion to approve the minutes from the regular meeting held on June 14, 2017, subject to the same being provided to the public during and subsequent to this meeting.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Dipierro
Aye  



Comm. Perry

Aye

Comm. DiLieto
Aye

Comm. Costello
Aye

Comm. Agolia

Aye

INSURANCE REPORT:  Comm. DiLieto reported that everything was in order. 
CHIEF’S REPORT:  Chief Pipero was present and gave his report (attached).  Chief Pipero stated that there was a house fire on Tyndale Avenue.  There were 3 individuals in the house at the time.  The Fire Company did a good job in saving the house.   A discussion followed.
Chief Pipero said that the Ladder truck is out for 3 weeks for repairs.  There is a major problem with the transmission and sagging body.  They will try to do the best they can.  There is a sensor on the ladder that may need to be fixed, but Chief Pipero told them to hold off.  A discussion followed.  The brush truck is also out for maintenance.

Hose testing will be done next month.

Chief Pipero stated that Recruitment Day will be on 8/19/17 from 12 noon to 4:00 PM.  They will try to do tours and have a circuit for kids to show them the equipment.  They will also have the Burn Trailer there.
Chief Pipero said that he would like approval to have the career staff there to help them on that day.

Chief Pipero stated that they are waiting for the specs for the new trucks.  A discussion followed.

National Night Out will be on August 1.  It will be a busy month.

FIRE PREVENTION REPORT:  Ernie was present and gave report (attached).  Ernie said that the Fire Company did a fantastic stop on the attic fire on Tyndale Avenue.  The way it was fought, everything worked out well.
Ernie stated that the copier at the old firehouse was not working, but it has been repaired.

The Bureau received smoke detectors from the State.  Ernie said that they are preparing for National Night Out and Recruitment Day.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Todd said that the clothes bin box was put in at the old firehouse.  Todd said that they need to fill out an application for a permit for the bin. They gave it to the owner of the box to fill out.
Comm. Dipierro stated that maybe in the future they can put one at the new firehouse.

Ernie said that Charles Verasca, a past Chief and Commissioner, passed away.  There will be a Memorial Service on July 30 at the Spotswood firehouse.  Todd said that they will meet with Beth, his wife, to discuss what she needs.  Ernie will keep the Board updated on the service.
LEGAL REPORT:  Attorney Youssouf stated that he, Commissioner Dipierro, and Jack Purvis had a meeting with Santorini Construction.  There was a dispute over various contractual terms and modifications during the course of construction.  Santorini and the Board negotiated a comprehensive settlement of all outstanding claims. Everyone worked together and the settlement agreement was made.  Attorney Youssouf read the Resolution authorizing and approving the execution of the settlement agreement between Santorini Construction and the Board regarding the Firehouse Construction contract dated 9/25/14.
Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. DiLieto, made a motions to adopt the Resolution authorizing and approving execution of a settlement agreement between Santorini Construction and the Board of Fire Commissioners regarding the firehouse construction contract dated 9/25/14 (settlement agreement attached).
ROLL CALL:

Comm. Dipierro
Aye  



Comm. Perry

Aye

Comm. DiLieto
Aye

Comm. Costello
Aye

Comm. Agolia

Aye

Attorney Youssouf stated that he received correspondence from the Superior Court of New Jersey referring to the court case of the Township of Monroe v. Black Rock Enterprises, LLC.
Attorney Youssouf said that the good news was that the case between the Township and the Board was dismissed, but it was still alive for the Greek Corporation and fines were being imposed on this Corporation.  A discussion followed.
Attorney Youssouf stated that he sent another letter to the Township Attorney regarding the chain barrier erected by the MTMUD across the entrance way to the Avenue K property, which he read.  Attorney Youssouf again requested that the chain be removed.  If this is not done, the Fire Company intends to remove the chain.  The Avenue K property belongs to the Fire Company.

Attorney Youssouf said that he has not received any response to his letter, and has suggested that the best thing to do would be to hire a locksmith to remove the lock on the chain and then leave the lock and chain on the property.
Comm. Agolia agreed that a locksmith be hired to remove the lock and chain and leave both on the property.  They do not want a fireman to do it.  A discussion followed.

Attorney Youssouf said that once they have a date for the locksmith, he will advise the Township that it will be done.

Attorney Youssouf said that he received the countersigned documents from Tax Exempt Leasing along with the Performance Bond.

Attorney Youssouf stated that he was in touch with Jack Purvis and received information on the HVAC system for the new firehouse.  Attorney Youssouf said that he prepared the notice for the bids for the HVAC system.  They will receive bids at the next meeting on August 9, 2017, at 7:00 PM at the new firehouse, and they will be read aloud.  Jack will review the bids.  This notice was sent to the Home News for Publication.
There was a discussion on the location of the HVAC system.

Attorney Youssouf stated that he will need an Executive session.

ACCOUNTANT’S REPORT: Joe Massoni was present and gave his report.  The monthly Financial Report was sent to the Board.  Joe said that they seem to be in good shape; nothing to be concerned about.

Joe said that the Board has to keep an eye on the cash flow items that will be coming up.  The second payment to Santorini Construction will be due in September after the third quarterly tax check is received.  Joe said that he thinks that the Board saved $30,000, and   did not give anything up in the settlement.
Joe stated that the auditor is working on the audit, and hopefully we will have it by the next meeting.

There was a discussion on building costs.  There are some costs that will post to “building” and others will be posted somewhere else.  

Joe stated that there is one CD left for $160,000.  If the Board decides to roll it over and then they need the money, they will have to pay a penalty.  A discussion followed.  

The Board decided to roll over the CD for 6 months.

TREASURER’S REPORT:  Comm. Costello read the list of bills to be paid.  They were as follows:

Amanda’s Web – $133.98





A-8
Absolute Fire Protection - $5,206.31, $596.11, $577


0-15
A Cut Above Landscaping - $625. $224.44, $375


0-8
Cintas Corporation – $437.21





0-7
Circle Janitorial - $91.10





0-8
Coffee Distributing - $59.85





0-8
Computer Document Solutions - $88.94



A-8
Crest Engineering - $8,201.59





B2a, 0-8
ERT Consultants - $5,775





0-16
G.C. Automotive - $1,027.61





0-15





Great American Financial Service - $196.41



A-8
Monmouth City Fire Academy - $50



0-16





Minerva Cleaners - $170.75 - 





0-15
Monroe Twp. Professional Firefighters Assoc. - $362.44 – dues
0-8
MTUD – $360.85 – water/sewer




0-8
MTUD - $302.54 – HYDRANTS




0-8
Jack Purvis - $24,997.44,  $3,900




A-11
New Jersey American Water - $180.40



A-6
PA Turnpike - $41.10, $41.10





0-8
Plosia Cohen, LLC - $9,362.50





A-11
PSE&G - $202.10





0-8
Royal Transmissions - $78





0-15

`
RumZDad - $2,530





0-7
Scamparino  Construction - $1,248




B2a
Santorini Construction - $65,000




B2a

Standard Waste - $240





0-8
Verizon Wireless - $807.16





A-7
Witmer Public Safety - $2,845.85




0-15


W.B. Mason - $717.41, $213.96  Credit - $314.40


A-8
TOTAL:  $136,952.75

FIRE PREVENTION BILLS:

Alert-All Corp. - $550 – Fire Prevention Material


F-3
Verizon - $883.33





F-3
Verizon - $835.70





F-3
Ernie Zih - $249.99 – reimbursement Logmein software

F-3
TOTAL:  $2,519.02

Comm. Agolia, seconded by Comm. DiLieto made a motion to pay the bills read.                              
ROLL CALL:

Comm. Dipierro
Aye  



Comm. Perry

Aye

Comm. DiLieto
Aye

Comm. Costello
Aye

Comm. Agolia

Aye

OLD BUSINESS:   Comm. DiLieto discussed the issue of a Volunteer attending an EMT class.  Comm. DiLieto said that at the Fire Company meeting it was approved based on certain qualifications.  It is an extensive course. Comm. DiLieto feels it is an asset to have EMT’s on the scene.  There are many individuals interested in attending the class.  The individual would have to be approved to take it.
There was a discussion on where the money would come from for payment of the class.  

Comm. DiLieto, seconded by Comm. Costello made a motion that the Board of Fire Commissioners of fire district number one Monroe Township agree to reimburse members of the MTVFC who are currently enrolled and all future enrollees of the EMT-Basic course upon successfully meeting the following conditions: 

- any member interested must have at least two years at or above 60% on the MTVFC district 1. 

- obtain fire company approval and board approval before enrolling in the course.

- member must complete and pass the course and the state licensing exam to qualify for reimbursement.

- The board will only be responsible for the cost of the course itself. Books and material will be furnished or reimbursed by MTVFC #1. 

- if a member has five years at, or above 60% in the MTVFC #1, the full cost of the EMT-B course will be refunded upon successful completion of the course and the state exam. 

- if a member has less than five years at, or above 60%, they will be reimbursed 1/3 of the cost of the EMT-B course a year for three years as long as they maintain 60% annual membership a year. If the members annual percentage falls below 60% the repayment schedule ends and will not be resumed. 

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Dipierro
Aye  



Comm. Perry

Aye

Comm. DiLieto
Aye

Comm. Costello
Aye

Comm. Agolia

Aye

NEW BUSINESS:  Comm. Dipierro stated that Crest Engineering has submitted plans to the Township Engineer to review to see if they can get approval to mill Brandy road and remove concrete, 40-50 feet of the driveway.  This is so the trucks do not bottom out.  Once they receive approval, we will have to go out to bid for this work. 
Comm. Dipierro said that he spoke to Mike at JCP&L about 3 or 4 LED lights to shine on the building and public parking lot.  There is a $200 fee per light but it will be waived.  We will need to pay $20 - $35 per bulb.  There will be none on Brandy.  There is no installment cost.

Comm. Dipierro said he will have to meet with him to sign work order.  It will be added to our monthly bill.  The lights will work on a sensor.  It is similar to lights at Park Place.  They will be LED white lights.  The Board agreed to the installation of the lights.
Comm. Dipierro stated that when the doors for the new firehouse were delivered they were damaged.  They cost $25,000.  A second set of doors was delivered but they did not take the damaged ones.  A discussion followed on what to do with them.
Attorney Youssouf said that the doors were paid for and damaged and they did not take them back.  They are abandoned property on this site.  They can be sold.  They can be stored at old firehouse.
CORRESPONDENCE:  None
MEETING OPENED TO PUBLIC:   No comments.
Attorney Youssouf read Resolution to go into Executive session.

Comm. DiLieto, seconded by Comm. Costello, made a motion to adopt the resolution to go into Executive session to discuss Attorney-Client privileged matters and pending litigation.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Agolia

Aye



Comm. Perry

Aye



Comm. Dipierro
Aye





Comm. DiLieto
Aye




Comm. Costello
Aye
Public Meeting adjourned at 8:10 PM
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