MINUTES FOR THE BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS

DISTRICT NO. 1

JANUARY 11, 2017
The regular meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners was called to order at 7:06 P.M.  Attorney Youssouf opened the meeting with the announcement required by the Open Public Meetings Act (copy attached) and salute to the flag.  There was a moment of silence for fallen soldiers, firefighters, EMS workers, etc.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Charles Dipierro
Present 



Comm. Raymond Perry
Present
Comm. Mark Agolia

Present




Comm. Vincent DiLieto
Present    



Comm. Michael Costello
Absent

BUDGET HEARING:

Attorney Youssouf asked that the regular agenda be superseded, and they proceed with the Budget Hearing for the 2017 Budget.

Attorney Youssouf read the 2017 Adopted Budget Resolution, which states that the annual budget presented for adoption reflects Total Revenues of $2,363,710 which includes amount to be raised by taxation of $2,106,995.  This budget will be submitted to the voters on February 18, 2017.  The proposed tax rate is $.112 per $100 of assessed valuation.

Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. DiLieto, made a motion to adopt the Annual Budget in the amount of $2,363,710 which includes the amount to be raised by taxation in the amount of $2,106,995.  The annual election is to be held on February 18, 2017.

ROLL CALL:


Comm. Agolia


Aye





Comm. Perry


Aye





Comm. DiLieto

Aye





Comm. Dipierro

Aye

Attorney Youssouf stated that he would like to open the Budget Hearing to the public for any questions that they may have.  There were no questions from the public.

Attorney Youssouf stated that there were no objections or questions from the public, so he stated they should make a motion to close the Public hearing.

Comm. Agolia, seconded by Comm. Perry, made a motion to close the Public Hearing.

ROLL CALL:


Comm. Agolia


Aye





Comm. Perry


Aye





Comm. DiLieto

Aye





Comm. Dipierro

Aye

Attorney Youssouf read a Resolution to adopt a Temporary Budget for 2017, which represents 14% of the operating appropriations sections of the Fire District’s 2016 budget, excluding prohibited appropriations. 

Comm. Agolia, seconded by Comm. DiLieto, made a motion to adopt a Temporary Budget for 2017 to fund Board expenses for the period commencing January 1, 2017 through March 31, 2017.

ROLL CALL:


Comm. Agolia


Aye





Comm. Perry


Aye





Comm. DiLieto

Aye





Comm. Dipierro

Aye

Attorney Youssouf stated that he will advertise the 2017 Budget, as well as notice of the Election to be held on February 18, 2017.

Comm. Agolia stated that so far they have received two nominating petitions for Commissioner. They were for Charles Dipierro and Raymond A. Perry.  Nominating petitions must be received by January 21, 2017.
Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. Agolia, made a motion to approve the minutes from the regular meeting held on December 14, 2016, subject to the same being provided to the public during and subsequent to this meeting.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Dipierro
Aye 



Comm. Perry

Aye

Comm. Agolia

Aye

Comm. DiLieto
Aye
INSURANCE REPORT:  Comm. DiLieto reported that we are up-to-date with our insurances.  There are some older bills that we are receiving.  They are going over them.
Comm. Dipierro discussed issues at the new firehouse.  He asked Comm. DiLieto to make sure that Bob Soden had the list of assets in the new firehouse to ensure that the Board had proper coverage.
CHIEF’S REPORT:  Chief Pipero was present and gave his report (attached). Chief Pipero stated that the Volunteers are in the new firehouse.  They are trying to figure out how they are going to operate from there.  Major equipment and gear, etc., are up there. They are going through everything to see what else is going to be brought to the new firehouse or left at the old one.

Chief Pipero said that there was one issue.  The epoxy floor is a little troubling because when the floor is wet the trucks slide.  It is dangerous.  Everyone has been warned to be extremely careful.  A discussion followed.
Chief Pipero said that the heat has to be fixed.  A discussion followed.

Comm. Dipierro asked Joe Massoni if there is money in the 2017 budget to continue using for the new firehouse.  Joe stated that there is $360,000.

Comm. Dipierro stated that if the budget is passed, they should get a Chemical Engineer to design the heating system.  A discussion followed

Chief Pipero said that once the doors come in, it will help with the heat.  There is only one thermostat.  A discussion followed.

Chief Pipero said that the radios and the TV’s are working.  “I am Responding” is up.
Chief Pipero stated that they have classes set up next month with the Health Coordinator.

Comm. Dipierro asked if there is anything they need.  Chief Pipero said that they are good for now.
FIRE PREVENTION REPORT:  Pat Reardon was present, and gave report (attached).  Pat said that Ernie asked for permission for Amanda to scan work for the web-site at a rate of $25 an hour.  The Board said that this was fine.
Comm. Agolia asked if reports can be scanned in the computer and kept at firehouse.  A discussion followed.

Comm. Dipierro said that now that the Volunteers have moved to the new firehouse, what are the plans for the old office.  A discussion followed.  The Board said that the Bureau can move into the bigger office..

PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Todd said the garage is under construction.  Comm. Dipierro asked Todd to have the dumpster moved to a different location at the old firehouse.  Comm. Dipierro also asked Todd to clean up the grounds.
Comm. Dipierro stated that on Avenue K there is still a chain across it.

Comm. Dipierro said that they will need a new snow blower soon.  Discussion followed.
ACCOUNTANT’S REPORT:  Joe Massoni stated that the December financial reports were sent to the Board.
Joe stated that the CD at First Bank will be maturing on 1/21/17.  Joe said that he thinks that the Board should roll it over.  A discussion followed.
Joe said that during the Budget process the DCA had 5 or 6 questions.  The process was a little more stringent than the past.  A discussion followed.

Joe said that a key to remember is that any capital asset will require voter approval, such as a major vehicle.

Joe said that he will send the 2017 budget with the signed Adoption Resolution to the DCA.

Joe said that in reference to the purchase of the trucks, he received some quotes from First Bank.  Attorney Youssouf spoke to First Bank about the type of financing required.  Joe said that he does not think that they could do it.  It looks like the way to go is Bonds.  A discussion followed.

Joe said that the Board has to keep in mind what it is going on, such as litigation.  This may affect the rating.

Attorney Youssouf stated that you cannot default on a loan.  The item that cannot be removed from the budget is Bonds.  A discussion followed.

Attorney Youssouf said that the biggest question is how should the Board finance the trucks?  Comm. Dipierro said that they have to make a decision.

Both Attorney Youssouf and Joe Massoni recommended that the Board go with the Bonds and not the Bank.
Comm. Dipierro told Attorney Youssouf to advise the Bond Counsel to move ahead with the bonds.  

Attorney Youssouf stated that the DCA will look for the 2016 Audit report, but that will not be done for a while.

Attorney Youssouf asked where next year’s meetings will be held.  He feels that they should be held at the new firehouse.  A discussion followed.
Attorney Youssouf stated that at the Reorganization Meeting in March, he has to indicate the location of the Board’s monthly meetings.  He said that he will advertise for the meeting in March to be held at the new firehouse.
LEGAL REPORT:  Covered during public hearing.
TREASURER’S REPORT:  Comm. DiLieto read the list of bills to be paid.  They were as follows:
Amanda’s Web – $100





A-8
Auto King Parts and Supplies - $16.98



0-15

Bank of America - $10.98





0-15
Circle Janitorial - $766.60





0-8
Citgo - $323.68





0-9
Dot Designing LLC - $375





0-15
Gary Dominicus - $2,400

ESI Equipment - $6.648; $4,818




0-4
Grainger - $427.80; $675.75; $198.75




              
Great America Financial Services
= $258.49


B2a
JCP&L - $1,008.08





0-8
Melick, Tully Associates - $172





B2a
Metro Tile Corp. - $1,516.52

Minerva Cleaners - $20





0-4
Monroe Twp., Professional Firefighters Assoc. - $362.44 union dues

MTUD - $135.03 – water/sewer new firehouse


0-8





MTUD - $291.96





0-8?
Plosia Cohen LLC - $5,827.50





A-11
Jack Purvis - $1,200   architect





B2a, A-11
PSE&G - $983.61





0-8
Plosia Cohen, LLC - $8,767.50– legal fees



A-11
Scamparno Construction - $1,776; $3,697.60; $7,860


0-8
Standard Waste - $240 





0-8
Verizon Wireless - $1,863.63





0-7
W.B. Mason - $117.90; $534.98; $51.34; $2,153.91


0-8
W,B. Mason - $1,138.22; $120.76
TOTAL:  $56,599.92

FIRE PREVENTION BILLS:

Verizon - $1,191.32





F-3
TOTAL:  $1,191.32

Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. Agolia, made a motion to pay the bills read.

ROLL CALL:


Comm. Perry

Aye





Comm. DiLieto
Aye

Comm. Agolia

Aye





Comm. Dipierro
Aye

OLD BUSINESS:  None
NEW BUSINESS:  Comm. Dipierro stated that the Fire election is on 2/18/17 from 2:00 PM to 9:00 PM.  We will have to contact the poll workers and request the books from the County.
Attorney Youssouf said that he will prepare a sample ballot. The ballots will be printed by Jamesburg Press.

Comm. Agolia said that he will not be at the March meeting.

Comm. Dipierro stated that the Santa run went very well and he praised the volunteers.  He asked Chief Pipero to extend thanks to all of the volunteers for everything that they do.
CORRESPONDENCE:  Comm. Agolia stated that the Board received Holiday cards.  Also received was a copy of a letter from Crest Engineering to Freehold Soil pertaining to Avenue K.  
.

MEETING OPENED TO PUBLIC:   No comments
Attorney Youssouf read the resolution to go into Executive Session to discuss Attorney-Client privileged matters.

Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. DiLieto, made a motion to adopt the resolution to go into Executive session to discuss Attorney-Client privileged matters.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Agolia

Aye



Comm. Perry

Aye



Comm. Dipierro
Aye





Comm. DiLieto
Aye
Public Meeting adjourned at 8:12 PM.
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