MINUTES FOR THE BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS

DISTRICT NO. 1

December 13, 2017
The regular meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners was called to order at 7:03 P.M.  Attorney Youssouf opened the meeting with the announcement required by the Open Public Meetings Act (copy attached) and salute to the flag.  There was a moment of silence for fallen soldiers, firefighters, EMS workers, etc.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Vincent DiLieto
Present



Comm. Mark Agolia

Present



Comm. Raymond Perry
Present 



Comm. Charles Dipierro
Present 



Comm. Michael Costello
Present (7:10 PM)
Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. DiLieto, made a motion to approve the minutes from the regular meeting held on November 8, 2017 subject to the same being provided to the public during, and subsequent to this meeting.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. DiLieto
Aye

Comm. Perry

Aye

Comm. Dipierro
Aye

Comm. Agolia

Aye

INSURANCE REPORT:   Bob Soden was present and stated that everything is in place, and paperwork, ID cards, etc., have been given to Comm. DiLieto.  Invoices were also handed in.
Bob stated that the Board had to renew their membership with the First Responder Joint Insurance Fund.  Attorney Youssouf read the Resolution for renewal for 3 years.
Comm. DiLieto, seconded by Comm. Perry made a motion to adopt the resolution to renew membership in the First Responder Joint Insurance Fund for a period of 3 years beginning January 1, 2018 and ending January 1, 2021.  The Board agrees that as a member of the First Responder Joint Insurance Fund they must purchase all types of coverages offered by the Fund which are applicable to the Board.  The Board appoints Comm. Vincent DiLieto as the Board’s Fund Commissioner authorized to execute the renewal Indemnity and Trust Agreement.
ROLL CALL:

Comm. DiLieto
Aye

Comm. Perry

Aye

Comm. Dipierro
Aye

Comm. Agolia

Aye

CHIEF’S REPORT:  Chief Pipero was present and gave his report.  Chief Pipero stated that December is a busy month.  There is the Candy Cane run, the kids’ Christmas party, and Santa visits on Christmas Eve.
Chief Pipero reported that a member was injured in an accident while responding to a call.  The paperwork was submitted to insurance.

Chief Pipero stated that there was a proposal from Motorola for radios for the new trucks attached to his report.  The cost for 4 units is $29,416.20.  It is a State contract price.  A discussion followed on money available in the budget.  Joe Massoni stated that he would have to do some additional line item transfers in this year’s budget for the purchase.

Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. DiLieto, made a motion to authorize the purchase of 4 units of Motorola radios per proposal submitted by Chief Pipero.  The total cost is $29,416.20.
ROLL CALL:

Comm. DiLieto
Aye

Comm. Perry

Aye

Comm. Dipierro
Aye

Comm. Agolia

Aye




Comm. Costello
Aye
FIRE PREVENTION REPORT:  Ernie was present and gave report (attached).  Ernie said that the inspection report for the month is attached.  Ernie stated that they received a LEA rebate check.  He will hold the check until January 2018.  The fees are going up, so the Township ordinance had to be updated for the 3 Districts.  The LEA check included the fee increase.
Ernie said that he completed one Juvenile Fire Assessment.  The child’s therapist was contacted.

Comm. Dipierro stated that the contractor is doing a remarkable job with the HVAC project.  Their target for completion is within the month. There is a problem with the lights.  Comm. Dipierro said that he will ask the Building Department to do the inspection before the lights are in.
There was a discussion on the furnishings for the room and a discussion on where the files will be stored.
Ernie stated that he was able to contact someone at Verizon to request that a representative come down to discuss the phone line issues.  They will have to set up a time and date.  A discussion followed.
Comm. Dipierro said that they do not want to make changes at the new firehouse but at the old building.  A discussion followed.

Ernie said that a letter of new CO requirements is in the process of being sent to local business establishments.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  None
LEGAL REPORT:  Attorney Youssouf stated that the Board received the Audit report for 2016 from Solitario & Tierney CPA.  A resolution must be adopted stating that the members of the Board have reviewed the audit and accept it.  Attorney Youssouf read the resolution.
Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. Costello, made a motion to adopt the Resolution certifying to the Local Finance Board that each member of the Board has reviewed the annual audit for 2016 and specifically has reviewed the sections of the audit report entitled “General Comments” and “Recommendations, and has evidenced same by signing the Group Affidavit (attached).
ROLL CALL:

Comm. DiLieto
Aye

Comm. Perry

Aye

Comm. Dipierro
Aye

Comm. Agolia

Aye




Comm. Costello
Aye
Attorney Youssouf stated that the Resolution and signed affidavit must be sent to the Local Finance Board.  Also, the Synopsis of Audit Report must be signed and sent to the Township Clerk’s office and to the Home News for publication.
Attorney Youssouf said that he was asked to prepare a resolution regulating public access to the Fire District Headquarters.  Attorney Youssouf read the resolution he prepared and asked the Board to review it.  A discussion followed.
Chief Pipero said that he understands the concerns of the Commissioners, but he feels they are handling it the wrong way.  A discussion followed.

Comm. Dipierro stated that he wants to make sure that the people that come in are authorized.  They must be careful and set guidelines.

Chief Pipero said that this is not the way to do it.  They should work together.

Comm. Costello stated that because the Board owns the building, it is the Board’s responsibility.  
Comm. Dipierro said that they will table this until next month.  He asked the Chief to show the Resolution to the Deputy Chief and Fire Company.

Attorney Youssouf read the 2018 Fire District Budget Resolution for approval of the 2018 Budget presented.
Comm. Agolia, seconded by Comm. Perry, made a motion to adopt the 2018 Fire District Budget Resolution, which states that the Annual Budget, including all related schedules, of the Fire District for the fiscal year beginning January 1, 2018 and ending December 31, 2018 is approved.  The annual budget introduced reflects total revenues of $2,644,579, which includes an amount to be raised by taxation of $2,366,864.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. DiLieto
Aye

Comm. Perry

Aye

Comm. Dipierro
Aye

Comm. Agolia

Aye




Comm. Costello
Aye
Attorney Youssouf will advertise the budget hearing to be held on January 10, 2018.
ACCOUNTANT’S REPORT: Joe Massoni was present and gave his report.  Joe stated that he prepared line item transfers, which he read.  They were as follows:
From: 0-3 Contingency                      $   4,000       To:         B-2a-Building Hard Costs
            0-1b Employee Benefits          $ 15,000                     0-1a- Payroll Firefighters

.           0-1d Litigation/settlement       $150,000

A-11 – Professional fees
            0-4 Equipment Acquisition      $ 25,000                     0-8 – Firehouse Main/Oper

0-6 Equip. rental-comm,
  $   4,000

0-16 – Training/Educa.

            A-7 Insurance                           $   6,000                     A-11 – Professional fees
            0-9 Fuel/supplies

  $   5,000
             0-16 – Training/Educ.

            0-3 Contingency                       $ 30,000                     0-4 - Equipment Acquisition

Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. Costello, made a motion approving the Line Item Transfers submitted by Joe Massoni.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. DiLieto
Aye

Comm. Perry

Aye

Comm. Dipierro
Aye

Comm. Agolia

Aye




Comm. Costello
Aye
Attorney Youssouf read a Preventive Maintenance Service Agreement from Breeze Heating & Air Conditioning, Inc.  A discussion followed.
Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. Agolia, made a motion to authorize acceptance of the Preventive Maintenance Agreement from Breeze Heating & Air Conditioning.
ROLL CALL:

Comm. DiLieto
Aye

Comm. Perry

Aye

Comm. Dipierro
Aye

Comm. Agolia

Aye




Comm. Costello
Aye
TREASURER’S REPORT:  Comm. Costello read the list of bills to be paid.  They were as follows:

Amanda’s Web – $100.00





A-8
Absolute Fire Protection - $3,089.37, $1,035.29, $8,491.05

0-15
Agri Tech Turf Maintenance - $169.24



0-8
Auto King Parts and Supplies - $57.94



0-15
Atlantic Alarm Systems and Services, LLC - $415


0-15
Brian’s Lawnmower - $137.94





0-15
Cintas - $462.61





0-8
Circle Janitorial Supplies - $79.11




0-8
Complete Documents Solutions - $117.05; $122.31


A-8
Confires Fire Protection - $1,381.30 - extinguisher inspection

0-15
Confires Fire Protection - $242 





0-15
Coskey Electronic Systems - $564




0-8
Crest Engineering - $1,876.20





A-11
Dept. of Planning & Environmental Prot. - $1,113 – Escrow*

0-8
Dot Designing, LLC - $1,200 – knit hats



0-4
Emergency Systems Service Co, - $945 – maintenance Contract
0-8
Feldman, Sablosky & Massoni - $7,594



A-11
Grainger - $350.81









Great American Financial Service - $196.41



A-8



JCP&L - $866.19





0-8
Middlesex County Fire Academy - $236; $252; $524


0-16
Monroe Volunteer Fire Co. #1- $90.11 – reimbursement PSEG
0-8
Monroe Volunteer Fire Co. #1- $35,815.75 – 4th quarter

A-10
MTUD - $43,312.50 - HYDRANTS



A-6


New Jersey American Water - $180.40; $180.40


A-6
Performance Mechanical Corp. - $83,006



B2a
Picket Fencing, LLC - $1,750





0-8
Plosia Cohen - $7,385





A-11
PSEG - $305.07 **





0-8
Jack Purvis - $1,921.46; $1,907.99




A-11
RumZDad - $1,320, $990, $880





0-7
Scamparino Construction - $2,200

Safe ID Card Systems, Inc. - $575 – ID cards/tags


0-16
Solitario & Tierney, CPA’s - $13,000



A-11
Oliver Soden Agency - $8.898 – A&H renewal


A-7
Standard Waste - $240





0-8
Verizon Wireless - $807.60



                            A-7
WB Mason - $95.85 & $407.01





0-8
Total: $133,781.72

FIRE PREVENTION:

Verizon - $853.63 -  new firehouse




F-3
Royal Transmissions - $709.32





F-3
Patrick Reardon - $200





F-3
TOTAL:  $1,762.95

Comm. Dipierro stated that the $1,113 to the Department of Planning and Environmental for escrow to pay invoice from CME is for the work they did to review the driveway restoration at the new firehouse and redesign the apron.
Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. DiLieto made a motion to pay the bills read.  
ROLL CALL:

Comm. DiLieto
Aye

Comm. Perry

Aye

Comm. Costello
Aye

Comm. Agolia

Aye

Comm. Dipierro
Aye

OLD BUSINESS:  None
NEW BUSINESS:   Comm. Dipierro discussed the lights and heating and air conditioning issues in the new building.
Comm. Dipierro said that he met with Crest Engineering to discuss the redesign of the apron.  The work will be done in the Spring before the new trucks come in.  It will have to be put out to bid.

CORRESPONDENCE:  Comm. Agolia stated that the Board received the minutes from the quarterly meeting of the New Jersey State Association of Fire Districts.
MEETING OPENED TO PUBLIC:  No Comments

Attorney Youssouf read the resolution to go into Executive Session to discuss Attorney-client privileged matters and pending litigation or contract negotiations.

Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. Costello, made a motion to adopt the resolution to go into Executive session to discuss Attorney-client privileged matters and pending litigation or contract negotiations.
ROLL CALL:

Comm. DiLieto
Aye

Comm. Perry

Aye

Comm. Costello
Aye

Comm. Agolia

Aye

Comm. Dipierro
Aye

Public meeting adjourned at 8:18 PM.
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