MINUTES FOR THE BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS
DISTRICT NO. 1

MARCH 8, 2017
Attorney Youssouf stated that this was the reorganization meeting for the Board of Fire Commissioners.  The standard practice is that the attorney acts as the Chairman until the Board is reorganized.  

Attorney Youssouf called the meeting to order at 7:05 P.M. and opened the meeting with the announcement required by the Open Public Meetings Act (copy attached) and salute to the flag. There was a moment of silence for fallen soldiers, firefighters, EMS workers, etc.

Attorney Youssouf stated that the first order of business was to swear in the newly elected Commissioners.
Attorney Youssouf administered the Oath of Office to Comm. Dipierro and Comm. Perry.
ROLL CALL:

Comm. Charles Dipierro

Present




Comm. Raymond Perry

Present




Comm. Michael Costello

Present




Comm. Vincent DiLieto

Present



Comm. Mark Agolia


Absent

Attorney Youssouf stated that the next order of business is to reorganize.  Attorney Youssouf asked the Board if they wanted to retain the same positions for the Commissioners as they held in 2016.  The positions held in 2016 were as follows:
Comm. Dipierro – Chairman

Comm. Perry – Vice Chairman

Comm. Costello – Treasurer

Comm. Agolia – Clerk

Comm. DiLieto – Assistant Clerk/Treasurer

Comm. Costello, seconded by Comm. DiLieto, made a motion that the Commissioners on the Board retain the same position that they held in 2016.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Dipierro

Aye


    

Comm. Perry


Aye




Comm. DiLieto

Aye




Comm. Costello

Aye

Attorney Youssouf stated that the Board is now re-organized.  There are a number of re-organization resolutions that have to be adopted.  
The first Resolution was the scheduling of the meeting dates for the Board for 2017.  Attorney Youssouf stated that the meetings are scheduled for the 2nd Wednesday of the month.  Attorney Youssouf read the resolution with the list of dates (attached). 
Comm. Costello, seconded by Comm. DiLieto, made a motion to adopt the Resolution scheduling the meeting dates for 2017. The meetings are to be held on the second Wednesday of each month at 7:00 P.M.
ROLL CALL:

Comm. Perry


Aye




Comm. DiLieto

Aye




Comm. Costello

Aye




Comm. Dipierro

Aye


Attorney Youssouf stated that the next Resolution, which he read, was for designating the official depositories for the year 2017.  The depositories are First Bank and BCB Bank.
Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. Costello, made a motion to adopt the Resolution designating BCB Bank and First Bank the official depositories for the Board for the year 2017.
ROLL CALL:

Comm. Perry


Aye




Comm. DiLieto

Aye




Comm. Costello

Aye




Comm. Dipierro

Aye


Attorney Youssouf stated that the next Resolution to be adopted was for designating the official newspapers for the year 2017. 
Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. Dipierro, made a motion to adopt the Resolution designating the Home News Tribune and Cranbury Press as the official newspapers of the Board for the year 2017.
ROLL CALL:

Comm. Dipierro

Aye


    

Comm. Perry


Aye




Comm. DiLieto

Aye




Comm. Costello

Aye

Attorney Youssouf stated that the next Resolution was for the appointment of Joanne Hayes as the Board Secretary and Custodian of records for the year 2017.

Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. Dipierro, made a motion to adopt the Resolution appointing Joanne Hayes Board Secretary and Custodian of records for the year 2017.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Dipierro

Aye


    

Comm. Perry


Aye




Comm. DiLieto

Aye




Comm. Costello

Aye

Attorney Youssouf said that the next Resolution was for the appointment of Feldman Sablosky Massoni & Co., as Board Accountants for the year 2017.

Comm. Costello, seconded by Comm. Perry, made a motion to adopt the Resolution appointing Feldman Sablosky Massoni & Co. Board Accountants for the year 2017.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Perry


Aye




Comm. DiLieto

Aye




Comm. Costello

Aye




Comm. Dipierro

Aye

Attorney Youssouf stated that the next Resolution to be adopted was for the appointment of Solitario & Tierney, P.C., as District Auditors for 2017.

Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. Dipierro, made a motion to adopt the Resolution appointing Solitario & Tierney P.C., District Auditors for the year 2017.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Perry


Aye




Comm. DiLieto

Aye




Comm. Costello

Aye




Comm. Dipierro

Aye

Attorney Youssouf stated the next Resolution was for the appointment of Jonathan Cohen, as special Counsel for 2017.
Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. Dipierro, made a motion to adopt the Resolution appointing Jonathan Cohen special Counsel for 2017.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Perry


Aye




Comm. DiLieto

Aye




Comm. Costello

Aye




Comm. Dipierro

Aye

Attorney Youssouf stated that the next Resolution was for the appointment of Oliver L.E. Soden Agency as Insurance Agent for the year 2017.

Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. Dipierro, made a motion to adopt the Resolution appointing the Oliver L. E. Soden Agency as Insurance Agent for the year 2017.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Perry


Aye




Comm. DiLieto

Aye




Comm. Costello

Aye




Comm. Dipierro

Aye

Attorney Youssouf stated that the next resolution was for the appointment of the Board Attorney for the year 2017.

Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. Dipierro, made a motion to adopt the Resolution appointing Joseph D. Youssouf Board Attorney for the year 2017.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. DiLieto

Aye


    

Comm. Perry


Aye




Comm. Costello

Aye

Comm. Dipierro

Aye

Attorney Youssouf stated that the next Resolution was for the appointment of William Gardener, as Fire District Health Care Coordinator for the year 2017.

Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. DiLieto, made a motion to adopt the Resolution appointing William J. Gardener, R.N.T., Fire District Health Care Coordinator for the year 2017.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. DiLieto

Aye

Comm. Dipierro

Aye


    

Comm. Perry


Aye




Comm. Costello

Aye

Attorney Youssouf stated that Ernie Zih and Pat Reardon’s contracts are for 3 years and does not have to be renewed yet.  The names of the professional appointments must be published in the newspaper.
Attorney Youssouf said that he has been working with the Bond Counsel.  They are hoping to get application in to Local Finance Board by the end of March.  A discussion followed.
Attorney Youssouf stated that he received a letter from First Bank pertaining to the financing of the new trucks.  It is a commitment letter.  A discussion followed.

This letter will be submitted to the Local Finance Board.

Attorney Youssouf said that he had copies of the Resolution for the Temporary Budget which had been adopted at the January meeting.  It will be filed with the minutes.
Attorney Youssouf read the results of the February election.  They were as follows:
2017 BUDGET:        TOTAL APPROPRIATIONS:                      $2,363,710.00

                                     AMOUNT TO BE RAISED BY TAXES:   $2,106,995.00





YES VOTES:_____102_________

                                                NO VOTES:_______58________

FOR MEMBERSHIP ON THE BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS:

CHARLES DIPIERRO             ____127_____   VOTES

RAYMOND PERRY                ____ 113____      VOTES

WRITE-IN VOTES:

M. COSTELLO                        ___ 1_____
         VOTE

PAUL IVINS


   ____1_____
         VOTE

MICHAEL O’LESKY
  ____ 1_____
         VOTE

ANDREW TANCREDI          ____ 1_____           VOTE

Attorney Youssouf stated that the suit filed by the Township should be over very shortly.  They will take a dismissal against us.  They want Black Rock to remove the millings.  A discussion followed.
Comm. Dipierro said that he received a letter of Interpretation from the Department of Environmental Protection pertaining to Avenue K.  Based on the information submitted and a site inspection conducted by the Department, the Division of Land Use Regulation has determined that freshwater wetlands and their associated transition areas are present on and adjacent to the referenced property.  The next step is to follow the plan approved by the state.  A discussion followed.

Attorney Youssouf stated that he has requested that the chain be removed on the Avenue K property, and the Township Attorney said that they would see to it that it would be removed.  He will keep at it.  A discussion followed.
Comm. Dipierro stated that the liaison positions will be the same as 2016. Comm. Perry will be liaison for LOSAP and the Volunteer Fire Company; Comm. DiLieto will be the Insurance liaison, and Comm. Agolia will be the liaison to the Paid Firefighters.

Comm. Costello said that he wanted to get clarification on where to get the money for the purchase of the new trucks because he thought that the Board could not use the Bank and had to use Bonds.

Attorney Youssouf said that at the last meeting he said that they could not use the bank, but because of their offer, the Bond Counsel explained to the Bank how it works and they changed their proposal.  The offer will be attached to the application to the Local Finance Board.  Comm. Dipierro stated that this offer shows that we have a commitment.

Comm. Costello stated that the Local Finance Board can say that they do not like the offer from the Bank and that the Board should get Bond quotes. The Board would have to get rated, and Bond Counsel would have to publish for bidders.
Attorney Youssouf said that he will be with the Bond Counsel before the Local Finance Board.  Two Commissioners should also be there.

Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. Costello, made a motion to approve the minutes from the regular meeting held on February 8, 2017, subject to the same being provided to the public during and subsequent to this meeting.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Dipierro
Aye 




Comm. Perry

Aye

Comm. DiLieto
Aye

Comm. Costello
Aye

INSURANCE REPORT:  Comm. Dipierro stated that he wanted to make sure that they have enough coverage for all the contents in the new building.  A discussion followed.
CHIEF’S REPORT:  Chief Pipero gave report (attached).  Chief Pipero stated that they had to discuss the grand opening ceremony. They should discuss everything, such as the cost, T-Shirts, food, etc.  They also have to decide when they want to have it.  Chief Pipero said that he would like to have it when the new trucks are in.
Comm. Costello suggested that they have something when the weather gets better.  He would not like to wait until the new trucks come in.  A discussion followed.

Chief Pipero said that there are a good number of people asking if they could walk through the firehouse to see it.

Chief Pipero stated that there is a lot of planning involved and expense.  

Comm. Dipierro said that he would like to do it sooner than later.  He would also like to keep it separate from the Recruitment party.  He will help plan it.

Comm. Costello said that they don’t have to have a lot of the same things that are at the Recruitment Party to save money.

Chief Pipero stated that they should discuss this next month and come up with a date.

Comm. Dipierro said that they will have to figure out how to invite the public,  Chief Pipero said that they can send a letter to everyone in our District to invite them.

Todd and Chief Pipero will work with a couple Commissioners to set something up.

Chief Pipero reported that the CPR, AED, and First Responder classes were completed last month.  They are working on the EMT class.
Chief Pipero said that attached to his report was a Training Request for the I-Chief Conference.  The cost will come out of Training.  He would like to book it soon.  A discussion followed.

Comm. Dipierro said that he should book the trip for 2 to attend.  Comm. Costello suggested that they ask Comm. Agolia if he would like to attend.

Chief Pipero stated that there was also a quote for 10 MSA masks, which they need. The cost is $11,576, which is state contract price.  A discussion followed.
Comm. Costello, seconded by Comm. Perry, made a motion to approve the purchase of 10 MSA masks as per attached quote, and approved the Training request for 2 individuals to attend the I-Chief Conference.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Dipierro
Aye 




Comm. Perry

Aye

Comm. DiLieto
Aye

Comm. Costello
Aye

There was a discussion on a flag pole for the new building.  Chief Pipero will get a quote for it.
FIRE PREVENTION REPORT:  Fire Official Zih was present and gave report (attached).  Ernie stated that “Amanda’s Web” website proposal was attached for approval.  The scanning of reports has been completed.  Amanda also assisted Comm. Agolia in reporting results of election.  A discussion followed.
Comm. Dipierro stated that the Board was accepting Amanda’s proposal.

Ernie recommended that the Commissioner’s computer be moved to the other office and hooked up directly to the printer.  Discussion followed.
Ernie asked if they had to review the equipment and layout in the new firehouse.  Chief Pipero said that Ernie can use the equipment here.

Comm. Dipierro stated that once the heat is complete in the building each room will have its own thermostat.

Ernie stated that he completed he arson course.  He has to testify in court.  The course should help.
Pertaining to the Mounts Mill project, Ernie received a letter from JSM indicating an updated plan change made to give clearance for a retaining wall.  A discussion followed.

Comm. Dipierro said that he wanted to thank Ernie and Todd for giving Girl Scouts a tour of the new building.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Todd stated that he has been getting a lot of calls requesting a tour of the new firehouse. Deputy Chief Costa took some through the firehouse.
Comm. Dipierro said that the building is public and he is all for individuals to tour it.  A discussion followed.
Todd stated that they have 5 new members.  They have a recruitment hot line.  Todd reported that the generator is good.  Also there may be mice in the building.

Comm. Dipierro stated that the next Commissioner’s meeting will be in the new building.

ACCOUNTANT’S REPORT:  Joe stated that the monthly financial reports were sent to the Commissioners.  Joe said that the tax check should be in soon.
Joe said that he completed questions for the Local Finance Board.  One question he had a problem with was the hiring date of the paid individuals, which he reviewed, as well as other information requested by the Local Finance Board.
TREASURER’S REPORT:   Comm. Costello read the list of bills to be paid.  They were as follows: 

Amanda’s Web - $100





A-8
Amanda’s Web - $200





A-8
Absolute Fire Protection - $2,649.50, $1,705.51, $3,302.26

0-15
Atlantic Building Specialties - $2,040



B2a
Auto King Parts and Supplies - $5.90, $35.40, $21


0-15. 0-8
Bank of America - $1,386.96





0-08
Better Living - $7.74





0-8
Campbell Supply Company - $1,192.72



B2a
Cintas - $708





0-8
Complete Document Solutions - $128.97



A-8
Eastern Termite and Pest Control Cp. - $145



0-8
FF1 Professional Safety Service - $395, $224.84


0-16, 0-4
Grainger - $507.06, $133.80, $895.05



0-4
Grainger - $2,880.24, $345.53





0-4
JCP&L - $1,982.40





0-8
LOSAP - $33,480





A-9
Madison Printing Service - $150 – ballots



A-5
Middlesex County Fire Academy - $262, $292


A-16
Monroe Township  - $7,296 – Motorola Interlocal Agreement

0-6
Monroe Volunteer Fire Co. #1 - $35,815.75



A-10
Motorola - $93.70 





0-4
National Fuel Oil - $1,074.01, $889.60



0-9
Plosia Cohen - $11,487.50





A-11
PSE&G - $839.34





0-8
RumZdad - $1,375  & $1,430





0-7
Scamparno Construction - $1,700




0-15

Serg Construction - $2,100





B2a
Serg Construction - $1,127.50 – Work Ave. K


0-8
SMC Fence - $7,700





B2a
Treasurer State of N.J. - $67.83 - BFCE registration fee

A-4
Verizon Wireless - $807





0-7
W.B. Mason - $179.30, $449.99, $231.82, $67.84


0-8
W.B. Mason – Credit Memo - -264.95

TOTAL: $132,368.41

FIRE PREVENTION BILLS:

Verizon - $820.73





F-3
Ernie Zih - $337.81 – reimbursement



F-3
TOTAL:     $1,158.54                                                             






Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. DiLieto, made a motion to pay the bills read.

ROLL CALL:


Comm. Perry

Aye 




Comm. Costello
Abstain





Comm. DiLieto
Aye





Comm. Dipierro
Aye

OLD BUSINESS:  Comm. DiLieto stated that a couple of months ago there was a discussion on EMT classes.  There are 3 men that are taking the class.  Comm. DiLieto said that he thinks that the Board should work out some incentive for them.  The individuals pay for the class and if they  pass they would get reimbursed.  A discussion followed.
Comm. Dipierro stated that the Fire Company should determine the criteria to get reimbursed.

There was a discussion on splitting the cost of the class.  Chief Pipero stated that he does not have a problem as long as the individual is in good standing.  If they do not pass the class; they do not get reimbursed.

Comm. Dipierro said that the Fire Company has to make the criteria.  A discussion followed.
NEW BUSINESS:  Comm. Dipierro stated that they want to change the lockers in the firehouse.  They are working on it.
Comm. Dipierro said that the new doors are coming on the 15th.
CORRESPONDENCE:  None
MEETING OPENED TO PUBLIC:   No comments
Comm. Costello, seconded by Comm. DiLieto, made a motion to adjourn the meeting.
ROLL CALL:

Comm. Dipierro
Aye 




Comm. Perry

Aye

Comm. DiLieto
Aye

Comm. Costello
Aye

The meeting adjourned at 8:40 P.M.
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