MINUTES FOR THE BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS

DISTRICT NO. 1

JULY 13, 2016
The regular meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners was called to order at 7:00 P.M.  Attorney Youssouf opened the meeting with the announcement required by the Open Public Meetings Act (copy attached) and salute to the flag.  There was a moment of silence for fallen soldiers, firefighters, EMS workers, etc.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Charles Dipierro
Present 



Comm. Mark Agolia

Present
Comm. Michael Costello
Present   



Comm. Vincent DiLieto
Present    



Comm. Raymond Perry
Present    
Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. Costello, made a motion to approve the minutes from the regular meeting held on June 8, 2016, subject to the same being provided to the public during and subsequent to this meeting.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Dipierro
Aye 



Comm. Agolia

Aye

Comm. Costello
Aye

Comm. DiLieto
Aye

Comm. Perry

Aye
INSURANCE REPORT:  Bob Soden was present and gave report.  Bob said that they needed to update the company’s roster.  Bob stated that there have been a couple of instances lately, but they are working on the particulars.
Comm. Dipierro stated that there was an incident at Avenue K, and asked Bob if he had been contacted by anyone.  He said he was not.  Comm. Dipierro said that a police report was submitted.  A discussion followed.

CHIEF’S REPORT:  Chief Pipero was present and gave his report. Chief Pipero stated that all the trucks had the preventative maintenance done on them.  There will be ladder testing next month.
Chief Pipero said that attached to his report were 8 quotes for equipment for the new firehouse and this one.  Chief Pipero reviewed the quotes.

Comm. Dipierro said that the G.C. is supposed to hang at least 6 or 7 of the T.V.’s in the new firehouse.  They will install the brackets.  A discussion followed.
Chief Pipero stated that the Recruitment Party is scheduled for 8/27/16.
FIRE PREVENTION REPORT:  Fire Official Zih was present and gave report (attached).  Ernie said that they have had a lot of smoke detector inspections.  Money is constantly being updated, but the computers have not been updated yet.

Ernie said that they will attend National Night Out on 8/2/16.

Ernie said that they had a gentleman come in to fix the problem with the phone system.  He suggested that they change the password.  A discussion followed.

Ernie stated that they met with the Mounts Mill developers.  He also brought in the other districts.to discuss fire hydrant locations and other issues of safety.  One of the townhouses is adjacent to wetlands.  They will not be able to get fire apparatus there or exit.  This can be a very difficult situation.  A discussion followed.
Ernie stated that fire escapes have to be fully enclosed.  Comm. Dipierro said that they already have final approval for this project.

Pat Reardon stated that he wants it on record that there is no access to the back of the building.  Recommendations have been made.   Ernie said that no one would survive on the third floor.  A discussion followed.

Ernie said that he also attached to his report a letter to the Chief and Commissioners pertaining to additional personnel.
Ernie stated that he wanted to thank Paul Ivins for his assistance with a flat tire. The tire will have to be replaced.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Todd stated that they are having an issue with mice.  An exterminator was called in.
Todd said that the grass was cut and weed control was put down.  

LEGAL REPORT:  Attorney Youssouf stated that the Board received the 2015 Audit, which he reviewed.  Attorney Youssouf said that there were no reportable conditions, 

material weaknesses, and instances of noncompliance related to the financial statements that are required to be reported in accordance with Government Auditing Standards and with audit requirements as prescribed by the Bureau of Authority Regulation, Division of Local Government Services, Department of Community Affairs, State of New Jersey.
Comm. DiLieto, seconded by Comm. Costello, made a motion to adopt a Resolution accepting the Annual Audit Report for the fiscal year ended December 31, 2015, which each member of the Board has reviewed.
ROLL CALL:

Comm. Dipierro
Aye 



Comm. Agolia

Aye

Comm. Costello
Aye

Comm. DiLieto
Aye

Comm. Perry

Aye
The members of the Board signed the Audit review Affidavit, which states that each has personally reviewed the sections of the Annual Report entitled “General Comments and Recommendations”.  A copy of the Resolution adopted and the Audit Group Affidavit will be sent to the Local Finance Board.
Attorney Youssouf stated that the Board received a proposal for Bond Counsel.  A discussion followed.
Comm. Dipierro asked Joe Massoni where they are as far as the financial situation.  Joe said that once he gets the financial package together, they can make the decision on what they want to do.  Once the Board decides what they want to do, it will have to go to a vote.  A discussion followed.

Attorney Youssouf read a Resolution awarding Meghan Bennett Clark, Bond Counsel for the Monroe Board of Fire Commissioners Fire District #1.

Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. DiLieto, made a motion to adopt  a Resolution awarding a Professional Service Contract for Bond Counsel to Meghan Bennett Clark.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Dipierro
Aye 



Comm. Agolia

Aye

Comm. Costello
Aye

Comm. DiLieto
Aye

Comm. Perry

Aye
Attorney Youssouf said that he would need an Executive Session.

ACCOUNTANT’S REPORT:  Joe Massoni stated that they are  in good shape so far with the line items.  Joe went over the line items.

Joe said that he has been keeping track of the General Contractor’s expenses and change orders.  There is $14,500 left in the “Building” line item.  Anything over that amount will have to come out of other line items.  A discussion followed.

There was a discussion on the contract for Clean Air.  Comm. Dipierro said that they were coming to the new firehouse tomorrow to fix some items that they did not like.  They are not charging to do this.   Comm. Dipierro said that they did not make any changes in the Clean Air contract.  Joe said that he will review everything.

Joe said that he recommends that the Board not renew the CD at First Bank.  They should transfer this money to the operating account at BCB Community Bank.  A discussion followed.

TREASURER’S REPORT:  Comm. Costello read the list of bills to be paid.  They were as follows:
Amanda’s Web – $116.99





A-8
Absolute Fire Protection - $371.29; $977.50; $865.55


0-15
Advanced Air Systems - $513.20




0-15
All American - $950.81 minus $62.20 (Tax exempt)


0-15
Alpine Software - $829.92 – Red Alert – NFIRS


0-8
Bank of America - $178.63





0-9
Bank of America - $9,325,76 (2 months)



0-9, B2a
Breakaway Electrical - $6,672





B2a
Capital One - $3,768.65





0-15, 0-9.0-4. B2a
Citgo - $569.49 – fuel (2 months)




0-9
Circle Janitorial - $352.45





0-8
**Clean Air Company - $12,083.88




0-4 or 0-15
Crest Engineering - $16,369.75





B2a
Custom Bandag - $6,039.84 - tire




0-15
Family Practice - $3,320 – physicals



0-18
Feldman, Sablosky Massoni & Co. - $6,919 – accounting fees

A-11
R. Fiessel Pump & Tank, Inc. - $3,200 – install fuel tank

B2a
Grainger – $1,535 – hose reel : $452.32 – hose reel


B2a
Grainger - $306.21 – batteries, tape




0-4
Grainger - $594 – 6 glove dispensers



B2a
Love’s Tree Removal - $1,100 – removal of  tress


B2a
Metro Tile - $5,741.98





B2a
Middlesex County Fire Academy - $414 – training


0-16
Monroe Volunteer Fire Company #1 - $10,840


B2a
MTUD - $123.43 –  (new firehouse)



B2a
N.J. American Water - $180.40





A-6
National Terminal - $364.32 -





0-9
Jack Purvis - $7,764.36– architect




B2a
Plosia Cohen, LLC - $5,919.26





A-11
PSE&G - $12.40 – gas new firehouse



B2a
Santorini Construction - $161,160.96



B2a

Serg Construction - $6,800 – work Avenue K


0-15
Royal Transmissions - $38.99; $43.95 – vehicle maintenance

0-15
Samzee’s - $176.50 – volunteer uniform



0-16
Solitario * Tierney - $12,000 – Audit



A-11
Standard Waste Service - $180’ $240



B-2a
Slammin Canz – $447.35 – trash container – new firehouse

B2a
Titan Tile - $900; $1,340.08





B2a
Verizon Wireless - $905.26





0-7
Witmer Public Safety - $502 





0-4
Joe Youssouf - $20,064.32 – legal fees



A-11
TOTAL: $311,974.57
FIRE PREVENTION BILLS:

Verizon - $193.40 – new firehouse 




F-3
ENFORSYS - $267.75 – maintenance inspection system 

F-3
Grainger - $200.52 – smoke detector



F-3
Telephone Systems & Services, Inc. - $135



F-3
Ernie Zih - $180.03 – reimbursement



F-3
TOTAL: $976.70

Comm. DiLieto asked about Serg Construction and the damage to their equipment at Avenue K.  A discussion followed.  Comm. Dipierro said that they completed the work there.
Comm. DiLieto, seconded by Comm. Perry, made a motion to pay the bills read.
ROLL CALL:


Comm. Perry


Aye





Comm. Agolia


Aye





Comm. Dipierro

Aye





Comm. Costello

Nay


Comm. DiLieto

Aye
OLD BUSINESS - None
NEW BUSINESS:  Joe Rumolo stated that the computer in the Commissioners’ office has been fixed a number of times, and he is recommending that it be replaced.  The cost is about $900.  It will be in the new firehouse.  A discussion followed.

Joe said the monitor and computer is all in one.  He suggested no tower.
Comm. Dipierro said that they should get some quotes on it.  They should get a state contract price.  A discussion followed.

Comm. Dipierro stated that Chief Pipero had submitted quotes for some items, which he wanted to go over to make sure that the Board has the funds.

Chief Pipero said that the first quote is for I-pads for the vehicles.  There will be 2 less service plans.  The next quotes are for a conference table; computers and printers;  24 chairs for all the desks. There is also a quote for lockers for the shower room in the gym; a Fire Command cabinet for the Tahoe, and T.V.’s for “I am Responding”.
Comm. Dipierro asked Joe Massoni about the quotes. These items will come out of the 0-4 equipment line item.  A discussion followed.

The computer for the office will be added to the quote submitted.  The total for everything is $62,286.19.  A discussion followed.

Chief Pipero said that they will need masks and gear.  Comm. Dipierro said that he does not want to cut ourselves short.  A discussion followed.

Comm. Dipierro said that they will definitely need a phone system.  It will be a big item.  It will be about $20,000.

Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. Agolia, made a motion to authorize the purchases requested by Chief Pipero per the quotes, totaling $62,286.19.
ROLL CALL:


Comm. Perry


Aye





Comm. Agolia


Aye





Comm. DiLieto

Aye




Comm. Dipierro

Aye





Comm. Costello

Nay

Comm. Dipierro stated that we will need a new phone line for the fire system at the new firehouse.  They cannot get the final test for the fire system without it.  A discussion followed.  The will need to add phone lines.

The CO detectors are in the top of the building, but they are inoperable.  There are about 30.

CORRESPONDENCE:  Comm. Costello stated that he received a letter stating that the Board had unclaimed funds totaling $10,000, which they would help to recover.  Comm. Costello said that he is sure it is a scam.
MEETING OPENED TO PUBLIC:   Bob Soden stated that when the Board is ready to occupy the building and the equipment in it is portable, they will need to change the insurance.  They should contact Bob.
Chief Pipero said that they should get the TCO on August 18,2016.  There is still more work to be done.  A discussion followed.
Bob said that they should not install equipment that can be stolen.  Comm. Dipierro stated that on 8/18/16 the gym equipment will be delivered.  Comm. Dipierro told Bob Soden to change the coverage for the building.
Attorney Youssouf read the resolution to go into Executive Session to discuss Attorney-Client privileged matters.

Comm. DiLieto, seconded by Comm. Costello, made a motion to adopt the resolution to go into Executive session to discuss Attorney-Client privileged matters and pending litigation.
ROLL CALL:

Comm. DiLieto
Aye



Comm. Perry

Aye



Comm. Dipierro
Aye





Comm. Costello
Aye




Comm. Agolia

Aye
Public Meeting adjourned at 8:15 PM.
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