MINUTES FOR THE BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS

DISTRICT NO. 1

APRIL 13, 2016
The regular meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners was called to order at 7:05 P.M.  Attorney Youssouf opened the meeting with the announcement required by the Open Public Meetings Act (copy attached) and salute to the flag.  There was a moment of silence for fallen soldiers, firefighters, EMS workers, etc.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Charles Dipierro
Present 



Comm. Mark Agolia

Present
Comm. Michael Costello
Present   



Comm. Vincent DiLieto
Present    (8:05 PM)



Comm. Raymond Perry
Present    (7:25 PM)
Comm. Agolia, seconded by Comm. Costello, made a motion to approve the minutes from the regular meeting held on March 9, 2016, subject to the same being provided to the public during and subsequent to this meeting.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Dipierro
Aye 



Comm. Agolia

Aye

Comm. Costello
Aye
INSURANCE REPORT:  Bob Soden was not present. Comm. Dipierro stated that there had been some confusion pertaining to the check for Van Applegate, Sr., but the problem was resolved and the check was sent to the beneficiary.  
Comm. Dipierro stated that Bob sent him an email asking when the equipment will be going into the new building.  He wants to be sure to be advised when it does.  Comm. Dipierro said that all equipment already purchased is there, but they have insurance on the property.  A discussion followed.

Comm. Agolia stated that the Memorial Service for Van Applegate will be at 10:15 am at Immaculate Conception Church on 4/23/16.  After the service they will come back to the firehouse for “Last Call” and then go to the cemetery in East Brunswick.

CHIEF’S REPORT:  Chief Pipero was present and gave his report. Chief Pipero stated that the Health Coordinator came in and did required classes.  CPR and AED training is scheduled for next month, as well as First Responder classes.
Chief Pipero said that trucks are now going out for preventative maintenance.
Chief Pipero stated that he spoke with Absolute Fire Protection about the new apparatus, and he was told that the HGAC application had not been received yet.  The Resolution was approved to join but the application has to be completed.  Attorney Youssouf will complete the application and forward it to HGAC.

Chief Pipero gave the Board the proposal from Absolute for the new truck (attached).  A discussion followed.  

FIRE PREVENTION REPORT:  Fire Official Zih was present and gave report (attached).  Ernie said that they have been busy and money is coming in.  Ernie stated that he received a call from the County about a brush fire, but it was actually in Helmetta.  A discussion followed.
Pertaining to the office, Ernie stated that the computer for the Commissioners is acting up, and he feels that they should consider getting a new one within the next 3 months.  Also there are still issues with the phone.  He has not been getting messages.  A discussion followed.  

Chief Pipero said that the phone number 732-251-0900 will ring in both firehouses.  A discussion followed.

Ernie said that the Fire Prevention posters chosen will be judged next week at the County meeting.  He thinks they may have some winners.

Pat stated that as of March 21, 2016, there were some new codes, mainly energy. A
discussion followed.

Comm. Dipierro stated that the GC turns off the light every night at the new firehouse because of the billing.  There are no lights on when it is dark, and there is no heat.  Comm. Dipierro asked if there was any code that can make them keep the lights on.  Pat said “no”.
PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Todd stated that the generator is working correctly.  They test it every Tuesday.  A discussion followed.

Todd said that everything else is good.  Some plants died in the front of the building and have to be replaced.

LEGAL REPORT:  Attorney Youssouf stated that the Board received a preliminary notice stating that Ahern Rentals, Inc. provided equipment rentals to a sub-contractor for the new firehouse, and they have not received full payment.  Comm. Dipierro stated that he will notify the builder of this.  

Attorney Youssouf stated that an important case was decided on 3/15/16, pertaining to Verry vs, Franklin Fire District #1.
Mr. Verry submitted an OPRA request to the Franklin Volunteer Fire Company.   He then submitted an OPRA request to the Franklin Board of Fire Commissioners, and they did not comply.  Mr. Verry filed a complaint with the Government Records Council.  The Board of Fire Commissioners and Fire Company said that they were not subject to OPRA’s.  The Government Records Council did not agree.  They were required to provide the information requested.

The case went to the Appellate Division, and they came to the conclusion that the Government Records Council’s decision was correct.  It is the law in New Jersey that Volunteer Fire Companies in New Jersey are subject to OPRA requests.  A discussion followed.
Attorney Youssouf said that if they should receive any OPRA requests, they should let him know.

Attorney Youssouf said that he would need an Executive Session.

TREASURER’S REPORT:  Comm. Costello read the list of bills to be paid.  They were as follows:
Amanda’s Web – $100- website




A-8
Advanced Air Systems - $255 – repairs rescue truck


0-15
Advanced Air Systems - $1,573.75 – maintenance contract

0-15
Absolute Fire Protection - $2,913.43, $1,564.09; $403.45

0-15
A Cut Above - $3,000 

Atlantic Alarm Systems - $432 – annual alarm monitoring

0-15
Bank of America - $289.42





0-9, 0-15
Breakaway Electrical - $17,000 – Fuel Pump circuit wiring

B-2a
Breeze Heating & Air Conditioning - $850 – pump motor

B-2a
Capitol One - $2,544.85





0-9, 0-8
Citgo - $123.37 – fuel





0-9
Circle Janitorial Supplies - $201.50




0-8
Coffee Distributing - $241.25 – coffee supplies


A-8
Family Practice - $230





0-18
First Responder Joint Insurance Fund - $19,581 – insurance

A-7
Grainger - $300.95 

Home News Tribune - $106.08 – advertising



A-1

Monroe Volunteer Fire Co., #1 - $297.98 – reimb. Coffee supplies
A-8
MRM& Son Services - $1,093 – repair plow



0-15
MTUD - $120.53 – new firehouse

MTUD - $553.54 – fence removal  Avenue K

Plosia Cohen, LLC - $5,210.59; $1,400



A-11
Procomm Systems - $15,337.54





B-2a
RumZdad - $1,045





0-7
Samzie’s - $201.77; $193.49; $184.50; $193.49; $193.49

0-17


Santorini Construction - $171,727.65



B2a

Scamparino Construction, LLC - $5,767.67



B-2a
Stewart & Stevenson Power Products - $1,349.18 – repairs 

0-15
Verizon Wireless - $936.03





0-7
Witmer - $1,815 – gloves





0-4
Witmer - $890 – repairs camera





0-15
Witmer - $90





0-4
Witmer - $1,710 – helmets





0-4
Joseph Youssouf - $12,268





A-11

TOTAL:  $274,258.59

FIRE PREVENTION BILLS:

Ernie Zih - $339.48 – postage, CO detectors , uniform

F-3
Verizon - $645.95





F-3

TOTAL:  $985.43

Comm. Costello stated that he strongly objects to the bill from the MTUD in the amount of $553.54 for the removal of the fence at Avenue K.  A discussion followed.
Comm. Costello, seconded by Comm. Agolia, made a motion to table the bill from the MTUD in the amount $553.54.

ROLL CALL:


Comm. Costello

Aye





Comm. Agolia


Aye





Comm. Perry


Aye





Comm. Dipierro

Aye

Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. Agolia, made a motion to pay the bills read excluding the bill from the MTUD in the amount of $553.54.

ROLL CALL:


Comm. Perry


Aye





Comm. Agolia


Aye





Comm. Costello

Nay





Comm. Dipierro

Aye

OLD BUSINESS:  Comm. Dipierro stated that the traffic signal preemption system at Matchaponix and Spotswood-Englishtown Road is up and running.  It was tested with vehicles, and there is also a button inside that needs to be tested.  A discussion followed.
Comm. Dipierro stated that the shelving in the building will start on Saturday, and the painting will start next week.

NEW BUSINESS:  None
ACCOUNTANT’S REPORT:  Joe Massoni was not present.  The monthly financial report was sent to the Board.

MEETING OPENED TO PUBLIC:   No comments
Attorney Youssouf read the resolution to go into Executive Session to discuss Attorney-Client privileged matters.

Comm. Costello, seconded by Comm. Agolia, made a motion to adopt the resolution to go into Executive session to discuss Attorney-Client privileged matters.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Perry

Aye



Comm. Dipierro
Aye





Comm. Costello
Aye




Comm. Agolia

Aye
Public Meeting adjourned at 7:50 PM.

PUBLIC MEETING REOPENED 9:12 PM

ROLL CALL:

Comm. DiLieto
Present




Comm. Dipierro
Present





Comm. Costello
Present





Comm. Agolia

Present
Comm. Agolia, seconded by Comm. Costello, made a motion to adopt a Resolution to award a contract to Mr. Jack Purvis, AIA, as project Architect ( no end date) at a rate of $150 and hour.
ROLL CALL:

Comm. Dipierro
Aye





Comm. Costello
Aye





Comm. DiLieto
Aye





Comm. Agolia

Aye
Comm. Costello, seconded by Comm. DiLieto, made a motion to adjourn the meeting.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Agolia

Aye



Comm. Dipierro
Aye





Comm. Costello
Aye





Comm. DiLieto
Aye

The meeting adjourned at 9:15 PM.
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