MINUTES FOR THE BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS

DISTRICT NO. 1

MAY 20, 2015
The regular meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners was called to order at 7:06 P.M.  Attorney Youssouf opened the meeting with the announcement required by the Open Public Meetings Act (copy attached) and salute to the flag.  There was a moment of silence for fallen soldiers, firefighters, EMS workers, etc.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Charles Dipierro
Present 



Comm. Robert LeBrun
Present

Comm. Raymond Perry
Present
Comm. Vincent DiLieto
Present 
Comm. Michael Costello
Absent
Attorney Youssouf stated that they will suspend the regular agenda in order to open bidding for the installation of Radio Communication’s Tower & Related Antennas at lot #19, Block 159.01, Spotswood Englishtown Road, Monroe Twp., New Jersey.

Attorney Youssouf stated that there was one bid received and asked for any additional bids.  There were none.  Attorney Youssouf opened the bid received, which was submitted by Procomm Systems, Inc.  The total base bid price was $64,340. The bid bond was also included.  Attorney Youssouf said that the Bid will remain valid for 60 days.
Attorney Youssouf said that the Board could resume their regular agenda.

Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. LeBrun, made a motion to approve the minutes from the regular meetings held on April 15, 2015 subject to the same being provided to the public during and subsequent to these meetings.

ROLL CALL:







Comm. Perry


Aye





Comm. DiLieto

Aye





Comm. LeBrun

Aye





Comm. Dipierro

Aye

INSURANCE REPORT:  Nothing new to report.
CHIEF’S REPORT:   Chief Pipero gave report (attached).  Chief Pipero stated that 
The preventative maintenance has been done on all vehicles but the Ladder truck has issues and has to go out for repairs.  It can be used but must be fixed.  A discussion followed.
Chief Pipero stated that he would like to purchase 2 Case Commander, Incident Command Systems.  The specifications are attached.  A discussion followed.

Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. LeBrun, made a motion to approve the purchase of 2 Case Commander Incident Command Systems.

ROLL CALL:







Comm. DiLieto

Aye

Comm. Perry


Aye





Comm. LeBrun

Aye





Comm. Dipierro

Aye

FIRE PREVENTION REPORT:  Fire Official Zih was present and gave his report (attached).  Ernie said that the smoke detector inspections have been heavy.
Ernie stated that the Fire Company did a good job helping out District #3 with the Fire Prevention program for pre-school.

Ernie said that they have had a number of mulch fires, and there were two structure fires yesterday.  They have been very busy.

Ernie stated that they are having problems retrieving phone messages. A discussion followed.

Comm. Dipierro stated that the Fire Company can help Ernie if he needs their assistance.  Ernie said that they have been helping him.  He gets a lot of support from them.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Todd stated that they want to redo the cork board and electric switches in the Engine Bay.  They also want to replace 2 T.V.’s there. The work estimate is attached.   A discussion followed.
Comm. Dipierro stated that they will need to get permits for this.  Todd said that he will get it.  Also before any checks are written they will have to have the work inspected.  They will also need a Certificate of Insurance and W-9 for the individual doing the work.

.LEGAL REPORT:  Attorney Youssouf stated that he had copies of two Resolutions previously adopted.  They were the Resolution appointing Patrick Reardon Assistant Fire Official of the Bureau of Fire Prevention, and the other Resolution awarded the contract to S. Brothers General Contractors for the removal and relocation of soil.  Resolutions are to be attached to minutes.
Attorney Youssouf stated that he will need an Executive Session to discuss attorney-client privileged matters.

ACCOUNTANT’S REPORT:  Joe Massoni was present and gave report.  Joe stated that in January the Board had a CD mature and they were going to add money to it, but they are holding off adding to the CD.
Joe said that they transferred part of the Building fund to First Bank.  Joe stated that in the Resolution designating First Bank as our depository, it states that the checks require three signatures by the Commissioners.  A copy of this Resolution was given to First Bank; however, when the bank had the checks printed there is only one line for a signature.  Joe said that he will contact the bank and have them reprint the checks.
TREASURER’S REPORT:  Comm. DiLieto read the list of bills to be paid.  They were as follows:
LINE ITEM
Amanda’s Web – $100





A-8

Absolute Fire Protection - $7,194.65 & $2,306.19


0-15
Apruzze, McDermont, Mastro & Murphy - $5,139 & $358.84
A-11
Advanced Air Systems - $746.60




0-15
ANS Consultants - $2,852; $759; $723



B2a
ANS Consultants - $783; $1.899.39




B2a
ANS Consultants - $1,554; $2,016; $575



B2a
ANS Consultants - $795





B-2a
Auto King Parts & Supplies - $77.10




0-15
All Digital Imaging - $450 & $247




A-8
All Hands Fire Equipment - $7,370.96 & $5,323.74


0-4
Bank of America - $2,240.19





0-9, 0-16, 0-4, 0-15
Bank of America – $152.37





0-9
Citgo - $86.14






0-9
Confires - $88.50






0-15
Clean Air Systems - $441






0-15
Coffee Distributing - $130.72
, $59.85, $59.85. $59.85

A-8
ESI Equipment - $1,768 – Service contract Halmatro tool

0-15
FF1 Professional Safety Service – $1,133.40



0-4
FF1 Professional Safety Service - $1,634.73



0-15
Feldman, Sablosky, Massoni & Co. - $4,144



A-11
Grainger - $484.93






0-8




Grainger - $900.14; $193.74





0-15, A-8
JJS Technical Service - $6,930 - meters



0-4
MTUD - $43,037.50 – hydrants




A-6
MTUD - $163.46






B2a
MTUD - $829.47 - escrow account




B-2a
Mitchell Associates - $7,080; $3,010




B-2a
MES - $1,698; $435.85






0-4
Melick Tully - $797.67, $1,760




B2a
N.J. American Water - $174.40 – hydrants



A-6
RumZdad, LLC - $715

S, Brothers, Inc., - $27,000 – soil removal



B-2a
SMC Fence, Inc. - $18,525





B2a
Santorini Construction - $222,533.95




B2a
Township of Monroe - $750 – training



0-16
Tiger Direct - $70 & $1,785.12




0-8
Verizon Wireless - $829.43





0-7


TOTAL:  $392,793.73
FIRE PREVENTION BILLS:

Ernie Zih – $256.48






F-3

Verizon - $624.66






F-3
Cyber Home Systems - $150





F-3
TOTAL:  $1,031.14
Chief Pipero stated that all items on the invoices have been received.

Comm. Dipierro stated that the fence has been installed at the site of the firehouse project.  We will get reimbursed for it.  Attorney Youssouf stated that they should take the credit for the fence at the end in case the fence needs additional repairs or change. Comm. Dipierro stated that the fence looks a lot better.   A discussion followed.

At the last meeting the Board held up payment of an invoice from Mitchell Architects in the amount of $3,767.50. A discussion followed.  

Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. LeBrun, made a motion to pay the bills read and to still hold up payment of the one invoice from Mitchell Architects in the amount of $3,767.50.
ROLL CALL:

Comm. LeBrun
Aye



Comm. DiLieto
Aye



Comm. Perry

Aye



Comm. Dipierro
Aye

OLD BUSINESS:  Comm. Dipierro stated that he had meetings with PSE&G about the high pressure gas line.  They cannot run a high pressure gas line into the building.  They will go across Brandy. They will come from back of the building. A discussion followed.
Comm. Dipierro reported on progress of the firehouse project. They will be putting in sidewalks, curbs, telephone poles, etc.
There was a discussion on the conduits for the Radio Tower.  They will have to re-design it because it is a lot of money.
Comm. Dipierro said that the volunteers will have to let him or Bob Mitchell know what kind of lockers they want.  

Comm. Dipierro stated that he had a two hour meeting with the Building Department, and said that they are behind us.  They are definitely doing an over and above job for us.
There was a discussion on radiant heat.  In the spec book it states that radiant heat has to have insulation.  The manufacturer stated that it has to be in the building.  You have to have insulation because the ground would be heated and not the floor if you didn’t have it.  Comm. Dipierro said that he will tell them that this has to be done.  It is in the specs.  Radiant heat is a big item in this building.  A discussion followed.

NEW BUSINESS:   None
CORRESPONDENCE:  Comm. LeBrun stated that there was a letter from Crest Engineering pertaining to the Firehouse project.  There was also a recall notice from Ford which he gave to the Volunteers.
MEETING OPENED TO PUBLIC:   
FRANK STEINHAUSER, SR.

MONROE, NEW JERSEY

Mr. Steinhauser stated that at the last meeting there was a discussion on the problem of hydrants and the low water pressure.  He wanted to know if they received a response on this issue.  There was none.

Mr. Steinhauser suggested the use of solar panels on the firehouse. He said that they could save a lot of money using them.  A discussion followed.

Mr. Steinhauser said that he has noticed when observing the work being done at the new firehouse that a lot of the workers are not harnessed in.  Attorney Youssouf stated that the responsibility rests with the contractor, who has to comply with OSHA.  A discussion followed.
Comm. LeBrun stated that they should have a safety person there, and they could get fined for not following safety guidelines.  A discussion followed.
Comm. Dipierro asked Joe Massoni to look into LED lights.  Joe said that sometimes you can get some type of credit, but no tax credit.  A discussion followed.
Mr. Steinhauser asked if the firehouse will have sensory switches.  Chief Pipero said that they will be in some areas.
Mr. Steve Gorbe

113 Gravel Hill – Spotswood Rd.

Monroe, NJ  

Mr. Gorbe stated that he has noticed that there is unsafe access to a number of fire hydrants in the districts.   The responders have to go over a railing to get to a hydrant on some of the roadways.   If a fireman gets hurt, there can be a lawsuit.
Comm. Dipierro stated that they notified the County about this matter, and they raised the hydrants up.  This was their way of fixing this problem for us.  A discussion followed.

Mr. Gorbe suggested that they move the hydrants over. A discussion followed.  Mr. Gorbe said that he was submitting an OPRA request pertaining to firemen’s injuries from January, 2010 until May 1, 2015.  He wanted to know the number of injuries; how they occurred, and if workmen’s comp was involved.
Ernie said that he will look into this matter because they have to have access to the hydrants.  Ernie said that they can send a letter to the County stating our concerns.  A discussion followed.
Comm. Dipierro stated that they also had an issue on Spotswood-Englishtown Road where a hydrant was covered by bushes.  It was brought to the attention of the homeowner, and it was his responsibility to take care of it.

Pam Volkman

1 Cameo Drive

Monroe, NJ
Ms. Volkman stated that she is worried about the low water pressure in this area and lower Matchaponix.  She said that something has to be done about it.  A discussion followed.

Chief Pipero said that pressure reducing valves were put in to regulate the pressure.  It is supposed to keep water at the right pressure.  

Chief Pipero said that he has voiced his opinion.  Attorney Youssouf said that he doesn’t know if he could make a difference.  The Water Company is their own entity.  A discussion followed.

Comm. Dipierro stated that maybe Ms. Volkman should complain directly to the Water Company.  Attorney Youssouf said that he doubts that anything will happen.
Comm. DiLieto said that they test every hydrant every year.  The flush them out.

Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. LeBrun, made a motion to go into Closed Session to discuss attorney-client privileged matters and pending litigation.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. LeBrun
Aye


 
Comm. DiLieto
Aye



Comm. Perry

Aye



Comm. Dipierro
Aye

Public Meeting adjourned at 8:15 P.M.
Public Meeting re-opened at 9:15 PM

Attorney Youssouf went over Stormwater Maintenance Agreement which had to be executed.
Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. LeBrun, made a motion to adopt a Resolution authorizing the execution of the Stormwater Maintenance agreement.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. LeBrun
Aye


 
Comm. DiLieto
Aye



Comm. Perry

Aye



Comm. Dipierro
Aye

Comm. LeBrun, seconded by Comm. DiLieto, made a motion to adjourn the public meeting. 
ROLL CALL:

Comm. LeBrun
Aye


 
Comm. DiLieto
Aye



Comm. Perry

Aye



Comm. Dipierro
Aye

Meeting adjourned at 9:25 PM.
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