MINUTES FOR THE BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS

DISTRICT NO. 1

FEBRUARY 18, 2015
The regular meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners was called to order at 7:05 P.M.  Attorney Youssouf opened the meeting with the announcement required by the Open Public Meetings Act (copy attached) and salute to the flag.  There was a moment of silence for fallen soldiers, firefighters, EMS workers, etc.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Vincent DiLieto
Present 



Comm. Michael Costello
Present



Comm. Robert LeBrun
Present

Comm. Raymond Perry
Absent
Comm. Charles Dipierro
Present (Arrived 7:15 PM)
INSURANCE REPORT:  Comm. DiLieto stated that there were no changes from last month’s meeting.  He received a DVD from First Responder Insurance on tips for Safety.  A discussion followed.
CHIEF’S REPORT:   Chief Pipero gave report (attached).  Chief Pipero stated that Bill Gardener, the Health Coordinator had done the first quarter mandatory training. CPR, AED, Frist Responder refresher course is scheduled for next month. The physicals are set for May and June.
Chief Pipero said that he submitted a training request for this year’s I Chief’s Conference which will be in Atlanta, Georgia.  The request show the cost for one individual to attend and also for two to attend.  A discussion followed.
FIRE PREVENTION REPORT:  Fire Official Zih was present and gave his report (attached).  Ernie stated that two new Group Homes opened today.  Everyone there is ambulatory.  They should be staffed with two people.  Both homes have commercial alarm systems.
Ernie said that the year-end report was electronically submitted to the state, but the Administrator is having problems certifying the report.  Ernie has been in contact with the State representatives to work out the problem.  Ernie said that he has received an extension.

Ernie stated that his lap-top is still out for repairs.  He also said that the office is very cramped.   A discussion followed.

Ernie said that he went to a Codes Council meeting, and there will be changes in the codes.  A discussion followed.
There was a discussion on updating the website with reports and resolutions from previous years.  Ernie stated that it was necessary for Amanda to scan the materials, which so far has taken 2 hours and she is not done.  Comm. LeBrun said that she should do what needs to be done to update the website and submit an invoice.

Comm. DiLieto, seconded by Comm. Costello, made a motion to approve the minutes from the regular meetings held on January 21, 2015 subject to the same being provided to the public during and subsequent to these meetings.

ROLL CALL:







Comm. DiLieto

Aye





Comm. Costello

Aye





Comm. Dipierro

Aye





Comm. LeBrun

Abstain
PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Todd stated that he had 4 quotes for the alarm system and the scrubber machine.  They are New Jersey State contract prices.
Todd said that the squirrel problem should be taken care of because the hole was fixed.  He will also call an exterminator in.  A discussion followed.

Chief Pipero stated that over the years they have ordered badges, service award pins, etc.  The president has put together a list which would cost about $7,000 to $9,000 if it is all ordered at one time.  This will exhaust the clothing allowance.

Comm. Dipierro suggested that they order half at a time and space it out.  Chief Pipero stated that they could list it by priority.  A discussion followed.

Comm. Dipierro asked if the quote for the scrubber machine in the amount of $3,335 was a state contract price.  Comm. LeBrun said that the item should have a state contract number.  Todd said he would check on this.

There was a discussion on the quotes for the alarm system.  The lowest was from Atlantic in the amount of $4,400 with a monthly service fee of $28 and a monthly inspection fee of $8.
Comm. Costello stated that he does not want to pay a monthly service fee ahead of time.  He wants to pay it each month.  A discussion followed.

Comm. DiLieto, seconded by Com. LeBrun, made a motion authorizing the purchase of the alarm system from Atlantic in the amount of $4,400, with a monthly service fee of $28 and a monthly inspection fee of $8.
Comm. Dipierro asked Todd to see what the $8 monthly inspection fee was for.

ROLL CALL:

            Comm. DiLieto

Aye





Comm. Costello

Aye





Comm. Dipierro

Aye





Comm. LeBrun

Aye

They will table approving the scrubber machine until next month.
Comm. Dipierro stated that he had a site meeting yesterday which concentrated on the sidewalks.  We get a lot of foot action on the sidewalks.  The contractor is responsible for the inside and we are responsible for the outside.  Comm. Dipierro asked Todd to keep an eye on the sidewalks to make sure they were safe.
LEGAL REPORT:  Attorney Youssouf stated that he had the agreement between Middlesex County and the Board for signalized traffic for the intersection of Spotswood-Englishtown Road and Old Texas Road, Monroe, New Jersey.  The agreement outlines the joint obligations.  Attorney Youssouf said that the County wanted some changes which he made.  This agreement becomes effective when the project is completed.
The agreement must be signed by the Chairman and the Secretary of the Board.

Attorney Youssouf stated that he will send a letter to Lucas Construction informing them that there is a conflict pertaining to their billing of the Belgian block.
Comm. Dipierro said that we had asked for a price for Belgian block curbing and Lucas gave a proposal for it in the amount of $6,000.  Now Lucas is billing us for $6,900.  The letter that Attorney Youssouf will send will state that we are not paying the additional money.  We are only going to pay $6,000.  A discussion followed.

Comm. Dipierro stated that the architect said that the Belgian block is totally unacceptable.  The question is should we pay for it.  Attorney Youssouf said that once the architect clears the payment it has to be paid.  A discussion followed.
Comm. Dipierro said that we will deduct $4,140 from the check for payment #5 because the concrete curb is only 740 feet and not 1,200 feet.  A discussion followed.
Comm. Dipierro asked the Board if they should take the fence down.  Comm. Costello said that they cannot remove the fence because of liability.  Attorney Youssouf stated that they have to keep the fence.  A discussion followed.

ACCOUNTANT’S REPORT:  Joe Massoni stated that the budget was approved at the last meeting.  The CD was renewed.
Joe said that he will revise the check for Santorini Construction.

TREASURER’S REPORT:  Comm. Costello read the list of bills to be paid.  They were as follows:
LINE ITEM
Absolute Fire Protection - $1,000.11 & $3,015 – repairs

0-15
Amanda’s Web – $100





A-8

ANS Consultants, Inc. - $735 & $735 - inspections


B-2a

Bank of America - $1,660.47 - fuel




0-9, 

Bank of America - $660.33 – fuel




0-9
Citgo - $135.71 – fuel






0-9
Circle Janitorial - $79.75 – ice melt




0-8
Custom Bandag, Inc. - $666.28 – vehicle maintenance

0-15
Custom Bandag, Inc. - $965.36




0-15
Especially for You Florist - $83.99 – funeral basket


0-8
Jeanine Fama - $175 – poll worker




A-5
Family Practice of Centrastate - $230 – physical


0-18
Alan Friedrich - $175 – poll worker




A-5
Freehold Soil Conservation - $4,050




B-2a
G&C Automotive - $$110.23, $1,698.27, $1,138.07


0-15
Grainger - $360 – gas detector




0-8




Grainger - $178.10, $113.22, $233.54, $231.35, $6.61

0-8
Brian Hackett - $175 – poll worker




A-5
Jammer Doors - $502.50 – repairs




0-8
Jersey Central Power & Light Co. - $7, 605.88


B-2a
Main Electric - $838.50 & $25.02




0-8
Ann Martucci - $175 – poll worker




A-5




Melick-Tully & Associates, PC - $2,222.16



B-2a
Mitchell Associates - $9,671.25




B-2a
Monroe Township - $2,500 – escrow – basin inspection

B-2a
MTUD - $43,037.50 - hydrants




A-6
N.J. American Water - $174.40 – hydrants



A-6
RumZdad - $1,345






0-7
Santorini Construction – $131,344.04



B-2a
SAFE ID Card Systems - $50 - cards




0-8
Verizon Wireless - $893.54





0-7


Jamesburg Press - $355 – ballots




A-5
Joseph Youssouf - $13,175.76 – legal fees



A-11
TOTAL:  $232,891.36
FIRE PREVENTION BILLS:

Ernie Zih - $9.80 – reimbursement




F-3

Verizon - $626.11






F-3
TOTAL: $635.91
Comm. LeBrun, seconded by Comm. DiLieto, made a motion to pay the bills read.
ROLL CALL:

Comm. Costello
Aye



Comm. LeBrun
Aye



Comm. DiLieto
Aye



Comm. Dipierro
Aye

OLD BUSINESS:  Comm. Dipierro asked if the plates were removed off of the Expedition so the insurance can be canceled on it.  Chief Pipero said that Spotswood asked if they could have it for training.  A discussion followed.
NEW BUSINESS:   Comm. LeBrun said that everything is all set for the election.  The books were picked up and the ballots were printed.  There will be 4 poll workers. Comm. Dipierro said that the cameras have to be covered. 

Comm. Dipierro said that there has been an increase in calls with the cold weather, and he would like to thank all the volunteers for helping with mutual aid and keeping everyone safe by responding.

Comm. Dipierro said that Bob Mitchell is talking about coming to our meeting.  Comm. LeBrun said that he thinks that Bob Mitchell should be at the next Commissioner’s meeting.  He should come at least to every other meeting.  A discussion followed.

Comm. Dipierro said that Bob Mitchell asked if he could speak to Attorney Youssouf.  A discussion followed.  Comm. Dipierro stated that Mr. Mitchell should do everything in writing so everyone can see it.

Comm. Dipierro gave a report of the progress of the firehouse project including problems, changes, safety issues, inspections and permits.  A discussion followed.
CORRESPONDENCE:  Comm. LeBrun stated that the Board received the minutes from the New Jersey State Association of Fire Districts for the quarterly meeting.
Comm. LeBrun said that he wanted to personally thank the Board for their support when his mother passed away.
MEETING OPENED TO PUBLIC:   No Comments
Comm. DiLieto, seconded by Comm. LeBrun, made a motion to adjourn the meeting.
ROLL CALL:

Comm. Costello
Aye



Comm. LeBrun
Aye


 
Comm. DiLieto
Aye



Comm. Dipierro
Aye

Public meeting adjourned at 8:50 P.M.
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