MINUTES FOR THE BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS

DISTRICT NO. 1

DECEMBER 16, 2015
The regular meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners was called to order at 7:08 P.M.  Attorney Youssouf opened the meeting with the announcement required by the Open Public Meetings Act (copy attached) and salute to the flag.  There was a moment of silence for fallen soldiers, firefighters, EMS workers, etc.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Charles Dipierro
Present 



Comm. Raymond Perry
Present
Comm. Mark Agolia

Present

Comm. Michael Costello
Present



Comm. Vincent DiLieto
Absent
Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. Costello, made a motion to approve the minutes from the regular meetings held on October 21, 2015, and November 18, 2015, subject to the same being provided to the public during and subsequent to these meetings.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Charles Dipierro
Aye 



Comm. Raymond Perry
Aye

Comm. Mark Agolia

Aye

Comm. Michael Costello
Aye
INSURANCE REPORT:  Bob Soden was present and gave his report.  Bob said that he had a couple renewal policies and a roster for Group Life Insurance.  A discussion followed.
Comm. Dipierro stated that the temporary fence came down, and the cameras will come down tomorrow at the site of the new firehouse.  Avenue K will be fenced on Friday.  

Bob suggested that the new fence be insured.  Once the property is occupied, they should insure the contents.  A discussion followed.

Bob stated that there is one fireman that has submitted a Workman’s Comp claim.

Comm. Costello stated that he was at the new firehouse one night last week at 8:00 PM, and the gate was not locked.    A discussion followed.  Comm. Costello said that since the fence is down, is there an insurance problem.  Bob said “no.”
CHIEF’S REPORT:  Chief Pipero was present and gave his report (attached).  Chief Pipero stated that the gear ordered has come in, and the truck sent out for repairs will be back on Friday.
FIRE PREVENTION REPORT:  Fire Official Zih was present, and gave report (attached).  Ernie stated that the smoke detector inspections are going strong.  Ernie said that he and Pat Reardon conducted the year-end audit.  Re-inspections will go into January.
Ernie stated that there was a dryer fire on Texas Road.  The homeowner stated that she was alerted by a smoke detector which recently had the batteries replaced because of the home inspection school form.
Ernie said that they are still having problems with the answering machine.  The codes on the machine are wrong.  A discussion followed.  Chief Pipero said that he will check on it.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  There was a discussion on LED lights.
LEGAL REPORT:  Attorney Youssouf read the Resolution accepting the Audit Report for the year ended December 31, 2014, which had to be adopted.
Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. Costello, made a motion to adopt the resolution accepting the Audit Report for the year ended December 31, 2014.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Charles Dipierro
Aye 



Comm. Raymond Perry
Aye

Comm. Mark Agolia

Aye

Comm. Michael Costello
Aye
Attorney Youssouf stated that the Annual Audit Review Group Affidavit also had to be signed by each Commissioner. He will witness the signatures.  Both the Resolution adopted and the Group Affidavit must be sent to the Local Finance Board, Department of Community Affairs.
Attorney Youssouf read the Resolution authorizing a Bond Referendum for the Acquisition of  new Firefighting Apparatus.

Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. Costello, made a motion to adopt the Resolution authorizing a Bond Referendum for the Acquisition of 2 new Firefighting Apparatus.
ROLL CALL:

Comm. Charles Dipierro
Aye 



Comm. Raymond Perry
Aye

Comm. Mark Agolia

Aye

Comm. Michael Costello
Aye
Attorney Youssouf stated that there is a formal notice of the Bond Referendum that must be posted in 10 public places ten days before the election.  They must be posted by February 10, 2016.  A record must be kept of where the notices are posted.
Attorney Youssouf stated that there was a restrictive covenant prohibiting vehicular ingress or egress with Co. R. 5-R-4 (Spotswood-Englishtown Road)  imposed on the property of the new firehouse.  This covenant was enforceable by the County of Middlesex.  It is, therefore, necessary that the restrictive covenant be removed from the property so as to permit emergency vehicles and apparatus to respond to calls from the new firehouse onto Co.R. 5-R-4.  
Attorney Youssouf said that a Resolution must be adopted to authorize the execution of a discharge of the restrictive covenant agreement with the County of Middlesex.

Comm. Costello, seconded by Comm. Perry, made a motion to adopt the Resolution authorizing the execution of a discharge of the restrictive covenant agreement with the County of Middlesex.
ROLL CALL:

Comm. Charles Dipierro
Aye 



Comm. Raymond Perry
Aye

Comm. Mark Agolia

Aye

Comm. Michael Costello
Aye
This Discharge of Restrictive Covenant will be filed with the County Clerk’s office.
Attorney Youssouf stated that the Board has received the agreement with the County for the installation of the Opti-com light.  The Board will be responsible for the cost for repairs and maintenance. The County is giving permission for the installation.  Attorney Youssouf stated that he recommends that the Board execute the agreement.  

The Agreement was signed by Comm. Dipierro, Comm. Costello, and Comm. Perry.  

Attorney Youssouf said that the next order of business was to introduce the budget for 2016.

Attorney Youssouf read that 2016 Fire District Budget Resolution.  The Annual budget introduced reflects Total Revenues of $3,011,282, which includes amount to be raised by taxation of $2,041,067.  The tax rate per $100 is $.108.
There was a discussion on the budget.

Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. Costello, made a motion to adopt the 2016 Fire District Budget Resolution.  The annual budget introduced reflects Total Revenues of $3,011,282, which includes an amount to be raised by taxation of $2,041,067.  The Board will consider the Annual Budget for adoption on January 20, 2016.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Charles Dipierro
Aye 



Comm. Raymond Perry
Aye

Comm. Mark Agolia

Aye

Comm. Michael Costello
Aye
ACCOUNTANT’S REPORT:  Joe Massoni was present.  Joe stated that the monthly financial report was sent to the Board.  Joe stated that it is necessary that the Board approve two Line item transfers.  They are as follows:
From 0-9 Fuel/Supplies – $1,500 - To   0-8 Firehouse Maintenance & Operations

From 0-15 Repairs & Maintenance - $5,500 - To  0-7  cellphone/CAD/Computer

Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. Dipierro, made a motion to authorize the following line item transfers:
From 0-9 Fuel/Supplies – $1,500 -  To   0-8 Firehouse Maintenance & Operations

From 0-15 Repairs & Maintenance - $5,500  - To  0-7  cellphone/CAD/Computer

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Charles Dipierro
Aye 



Comm. Raymond Perry
Aye

Comm. Mark Agolia

Aye

Comm. Michael Costello
Aye
TREASURER’S REPORT:  Comm. Costello read the list of bills to be paid.  They were as follows:
Amanda’s Web – $100
- website




A-8

ANS Consultants - $735; $735; $735; $735 - Inspections


B-2a
Advanced Air Systems - $226.81





0-15
Bank of America - $3,685.99





B-2a
Bank of America - $131.84 – fuel





0-9





Better Living  - $4.58





0-8
Capital One - $1,454.55





B-2a, 0-9
Citgo - $138.54





0-9
Clean Air - $50,509.80





B-2a
Circle Janitorial - $358.26





0-8
Confires Fire Protection - $614.90; $214



0-4, 0-15
CyberHomes Systems - $17,967.09





B-2a
First Battalion - $129.40; $1,235





0-4
G.C.Automorive & Performance - $148.85; $625.64: $232.63; $554.

0-15
GearGrid - $26,392





B-2a
Grainger - $96.30; $126.10; $125.10; $75.60; $209.82


0-4; 0-8
Grainger - $13.41; $60.22





0-8

Grainger - $229.32; $121.04; 251.87




0-4, 0-8

Grainger - $137.93; $190.21





0-8
Home News Tribune - $90.08 – advertising



A-1
Melick-Tully - $2,385.47





B-2a
Monroe Volunteer Fire Co. #1 – $34,425  - 4th Q



A-10
*Mitchell Associates - $12,980
(Hold)



B-2a
*Mitchell Associates - $2,535 – additional services  (Hold)


B-2a
*Mitchell Associates - $12,390, $2,925; $3,635
(Hold)


B-2a
N.J. American Water - $180.40 – hydrants



A-6
Oliver Soden Agency - $8,097 – A&H insurance renewal


A-7
James Pellino - $5,000





B-2a
Postmaster - $49 – postage





0-7





Santorini Construction - $301,741.02




B2a

SAFE-T - $28,354.33 





0-3


Serg Construction - $42,000





B-2a


SMC Fence Company - $25,000





B-2a

Solitario & Tierney CPA - $12,500 -  Audit



A-11



Township of Monroe - $150 – EMT refresher



0-16


Township of Monroe - $10,140 – Motorola Interlocal Service

0-6


T&M Associates - $1,087.50





B-2a
VFIS - $11,113.03 – insurance





0-7


Verizon Wireless - $911.74





0-7
Crest Engineering - $23,876.07





B-2a
Fox Fury - $2,199.99 – spot lights





0-4
Joseph Youssouf - $12,326 – legal fees




A-11

TOTAL:  $630,927.43

FIRE PREVENTION BILLS:

Ernie Zih - $302.13 – reimbursement




F-3

Ernie Zih - $123.88 – reimbursement




F-3
NFPA - $475





F-3
Amanda’s Web - $125





F-3
Pro One Collision &  Towing - $973.67




F-3
Verizon - $639.79





F-3




TOTAL: $2,639.47

*MITCHELL CHECKS HELD FROM  LAST MONTH
Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. Agolia, made a motion to pay the bills read.

ROLL CALL:


Comm. Perry

Aye





Comm. Agolia

Aye





Comm. Dipierro
Aye





Comm. Costello
Nay
OLD BUSINESS:  None
NEW BUSINESS:  None
CORRESPONDENCE:  Comm. Dipierro stated that the Board received Violation Notices from Freehold Soil.  He will advise the contractor of the notices. They owe $700 in fines to date.
MEETING OPENED TO PUBLIC:   No comments
Attorney Youssouf read the resolution to go into Executive Session to discuss Attorney-Client privileged matters.

Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. Agolia, made a motion to adopt the resolution to go into Executive session to discuss Attorney-Client privileged matters.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Agolia

Aye



Comm. Perry

Aye



Comm. Dipierro
Aye





Comm. Costello
Aye
Public Meeting adjourned at 7:50 PM.

PAGE  
5

