MINUTES FOR THE BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS

DISTRICT NO. 1

AUGUST 19, 2015
The regular meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners was called to order at 7:00 P.M.  Attorney Youssouf opened the meeting with the announcement required by the Open Public Meetings Act (copy attached) and salute to the flag.  There was a moment of silence for fallen soldiers, firefighters, EMS workers, etc.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Charles Dipierro
Present 



Comm. Robert LeBrun
Present

Comm. Raymond Perry
Present
Comm. Vincent DiLieto
Present 
Comm. Michael Costello
Present
Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. Costello, made a motion to approve the minutes from the regular meetings held on July 15, 2015 subject to the same being provided to the public during and subsequent to these meetings.

ROLL CALL:


Comm. Perry


Aye





Comm. Costello

Aye

Comm. DiLieto

Aye





Comm. LeBrun

Aye





Comm. Dipierro

Aye

INSURANCE REPORT:  Comm. DiLieto stated that there are several new members, so they will be making sure everyone is on the roster.  The beneficiary cards also have to be updated and checked.  There are no new claims.
Comm. Dipierro asked if there was any word on keeping the amount of insurance the same for individuals age 70 and older.  Comm. DiLieto said that this cannot be changed.  A discussion followed.
Comm. Dipierro said that he does not know what has happened on the matter pertaining to the problem with the swimming pool at 7 Texas Road.  The homeowner said that his pool was damaged.  Comm. DiLieto said that they have not heard anything further.  He will look into it.

Comm. DiLieto said that he will update LOSAP for the budget.

CHIEF’S REPORT:  Chief Pipero gave his report (attached).  Chief Pipero said that there were two fires.  One was on Englishtown Road, and the other was on 6 Alex Court where they tried to make entry to the house, but could not.  It was a total loss.
Chief Pipero said that there was equipment damaged.  Five air packs were sent out today for repairs.

Chief Pipero reported that Saturday, August 22, is the Fire Company’s Recruitment Day.  The landscaper is coming in to tidy up, and the neighbors have been notified to park at the school.

Chief Pipero said that he was going to the I-Chief Conference as well as Comm. DiLieto, and Jeff McDonnell. Comm. Dipierro told him to spend some time looking into equipment for the new firehouse.  A discussion followed.

Comm. Dipierro said that the Contractor has only about 5 weeks left in the contract.  

Chief Pipero stated that they need approval to get equipment.  They have a bid out for gear lockers.

Attorney Youssouf said he is working on the bid for the air system.   He will advertise when they are ready.

Comm. Dipierro stated that the Contractor is supposed to install the compressor.  We are asking him to give us credit to equal what we are going to spend.  A discussion followed.  Comm. Dipierro said that it is crucial that we get out the bid and get it going.  

Chief Pipero requested their advance for Wildwood.  A discussion followed.
Chief Pipero said that he is running out of gear.  We bought 7 sets this year.  We are “ok” right now.

Chief Pipero stated that they are lending a set of gear to Fire District #3 because the Chief’s uniform was damaged in the fire on Alexa Court.  A discussion followed.
PRESIDENT’S REPORT:   Todd stated that there was a problem with the fans in the kitchen.    They replaced the ceiling fan in the back room.  All the thermostats were switched to digital.  No one can touch them except for Todd and the Chief.  Discussion followed.
Todd said that they will have a lawn maintenance individual come in before the Recruitment party,  
Comm. Dipierro said that he has asked them to take care of the property at the new firehouse.  Todd said that they have been.

There was a discussion on the issue of the fence on the property.

Comm. Dipierro stated that he has a change order for $42,539 to change the wet basin to a dry basin.  They will need an extension of time to do this.  A discussion followed.
Comm. Dipierro asked Todd if they had a contract with an exterminator.  Todd said that they did.  Comm. Dipierro said that they will need to get an exterminator for the new property.  A discussion followed.
FIRE PREVENTION REPORT:  Fire Official Zih was present and gave his report (attached).  Ernie said that the inspections have slowed down.  
Ernie said that pertaining to the mulch issue, RKD Tree Service has registered with the State and have been very cooperative and have complied with our requests.

Ernie stated that he investigated the fire at 6 Alex Court, and the deck fire at 32 Tall Oaks Drive.  There was also an arson fire at the Jamesburg DPW.

Ernie reported that Amanda has been helping him with reports downloading pictures into CD’s.

Comm. Dipierro asked about the schools.  Ernie said that they have been inspected already.  There was one issue with Woodland, and a letter has been sent out to them. There was a leak near a light, which has to be fixed.  Ernie said that he will do a walk-through before school starts.

Ernie said that the Trailer was at National Night Out and he is planning for October Fire Prevention.

Ernie stated that he dropped off the letter pertaining to the hydrant issue to the MTUD.  He also sent an email to the Construction Department requesting a joint inspection at 556 Spotswood-Englishtown Road location.  A discussion followed.

Ernie said that Karen Sickler has been trying to send emails to Commissioners but they keep bouncing back because their in-box is full.  Amanda has requested that the Commissioners clean out the inbox of their assigned Web-site account box.  Amanda will send out passwords to the Commissioners so they can do this.  A discussion followed.
Comm. Dipierro asked Ernie to see if he can cut his budget by 10% for next year. Ernie said that his concern is manpower.  A discussion followed.

Comm. Dipierro told Ernie that he can use the Fire Company for assistance, but Chief Pipero stated that the individual has to be certified.  A discussion followed.
.LEGAL REPORT:  Attorney Youssouf stated that he had a Resolution awarding a contract to the Clean Air Company, Inc. for the installation of an exhaust removal system in the new firehouse, which he read.
Comm. Costello asked if we know when they will start.  Comm. Dipierro stated that they are ready to go.  A hole has been cut in the roof for this. A discussion followed.

Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. Costello, made a motion to adopt the Resolution awarding the contract to the Clean Air Company, Inc., for the installation of an exhaust system in the new firehouse.

ROLL CALL:


Comm. Perry


Aye





Comm. Costello

Aye

Comm. DiLieto

Aye





Comm. LeBrun

Aye





Comm. Dipierro

Aye

Attorney Youssouf said that he had the signed contract from S. Brothers General Contractors, Inc., for the excavation of soil from Lot 19 Block 159.01 Spotswood-Englishtown Road.  The contract will be filed.

Attorney Youssouf stated that he received the Certificate of Liability Insurance, the Performance Bond and signed contract from Procomm Systems for the installation of the radio communication tower at the new firehouse.  Paperwork will be filed.
Attorney Youssouf said that the Board received a Status Contract Inquiry pertaining to the Firehouse project.  Attorney Youssouf suggested that the form be given to Joe Massoni for completion.

Attorney Youssouf stated that the Board received a quote from T&M Associates for the preparation of the approval and engineering documents associated with the installation of a pushbutton activated emergency preemption system at the intersection of Old Texas Road and Spotswood-Englishtown Road, and an Opticom infrared emergency preemption system at the intersection of Spotswood-Englishtown Road and Matchaponix Avenue.  The total cost is $7,250.  A discussion followed.

Comm. Dipierro stated that we have discussed getting a light at that intersection.  We will need two lights.  This will take care of both lights.  We will need approval from the County for the Opticom on the lights.  This is something that we definitely need to do.  We will be paying for everything.  The transmitters are already on the trucks.  A discussion followed.

Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. LeBrun, made a motion to award the contract to T&M Associates for the preparation of plans for the installation of a pushbutton activated emergency preemption system at the intersection of Old Texas Road and Spotswood-Englishtown Road, and the Opticom infrared emergency preemption system at the intersection of Spotswood-Englishtown Road and Matchaponix Avenue.  The cost for the services is $7,250.
ROLL CALL:


Comm. Perry


Aye





Comm. Costello

Aye

Comm. DiLieto

Aye





Comm. LeBrun

Aye





Comm. Dipierro

Aye

ACCOUNTANT’S REPORT:  Joe Massoni was not present. Comm. Dipierro stated that Comm. Costello and Comm. Perry should set dates for the budget meetings.
TREASURER’S REPORT:  Comm. Costello read the list of bills to be paid.  They were as follows:
LINE ITEM
Apruzzese, McDermott, Mastro & Murphy - $335.50


Absolute Fire Protection - $237.50, $297.50 - repairs


0-15
Absolute Fire Protection - $51.96, $338.95 – repairs


0-15
Absolute Fire Protection - $237.50, $1,806.05



0-15
Amanda’s Web – $100
- website




A-8

ANS Consultants - $635, $735,
 - inspections



B-2a

ANS Consultants - $723, $855 – inspections



B2a
Auto King Parts & Supplies - $16.36 




0-15
Bank of America - $969.39 – fuel, training



0-9, 0-16
Bank of America - $212.47 - fuel




0-9
Better Living - $40.44, $96.91, $8.98, $24.99



0-8
Citgo - $173.90 – fuel






0-9
Family Practice of Centrastate - $5,220 –physicals


0-18
FF1 Professional Safety Service – $714 – strap hose pack

0-4



First  Responder - $19,372 – Worker’s Comp



A-7
G C Automotive - $92.50






0-15
Grainger - $19.86, $207.91, $157.28




0-8, 0-4
Grainger - $230.16 – 3 hole punch; flashlight



0-8
Melick-Tully and Associates - $3,717.41 



B2a
Middlesex County Fire Academy - $414
 - training


0-16
MTUD - $2,894.22 - escrow






B-2a
MTUD - $43,037.50 – hydrants





A-6




Mitchell Associates - $7,080 – Construction Administration

B-2a
Mitchell Associates - $2,992.50 – Additional services 


B-2a
N.J. American Water - $174.40 – hydrants



A-6
Northeast Communications, - $75, $225, $468
repairs


0-15
Postmaster - $49 – postage






A-8
Lonnie Pipero - $1,350 – I-Chief Conference (3 Individuals)

0-16
Royal Wireless - $480






0-8
RumZdad - $990.00






A-8
Safe-T - $20,463.59






0-4 *
Santorini Construction - $437,411.51




B2a
Signs of Fire - $350.28 – reflective equipment markers


0-4
Verizon Wireless -  $2,097.64





0-7
Verizon Wireless - $872.09






0-7
Wireless Communications - $1,900 – repairs 



0-15




Wireless Communications - $375 – repairs



0-16
Joseph Youssouf - $17,697.86 – legal fees



A-11
TOTAL:  $579,025.71
FIRE PREVENTION BILLS:

Verizon - $638.26






F-3

TOTAL:  $638.26
Comm. LeBrun questioned the bill from RumZdad in the amount of $990.  Chief Pipero stated that he did work on the tough pads.  A discussion followed.
Comm. LeBrun stated that there should be a line item in next year’s budget for IT work.   A discussion followed.

Comm. Perry seconded by Comm. LeBrun, made a motion to pay the bills read.
ROLL CALL:


Comm. Perry


Aye





Comm. Costello

No
Comm. DiLieto

Aye





Comm. LeBrun

Aye





Comm. Dipierro

Aye

OLD BUSINESS:  Comm. Dipierro stated that the survey was done at Avenue K this week.  Comm. Dipierro suggested that they get a proposal for a fence for this property, especially with the Park across the street getting bigger.  The Board agreed.

Comm. Dipierro asked if the certified check was sent to the County for 10% of the performance bond.  Attorney Youssouf said that it was.  Comm. Dipierro said that the County Engineer threatened to stop the whole project unless they received this certified check.  A discussion followed.
Comm. Dipierro stated that the Board received a deficiency letter from Freehold Soil stating that we did not comply with the requirements of the soil erosion and sediment control plan approved by the Freehold Soil Conservation District.  The basin should be done prior to having anything done.  A discussion followed.
Comm. Dipierro said that he was fighting with the General Contractor about the radiant heat in the building.  It is going to cost $4,974 and he does not think we should pay it.  A discussion followed.

Comm. Dipierro said that Mitchell Architect Associates is writing a check for the $4,974,  A discussion followed on credits.
Comm. Dipierro stated that since we have a dry basin, we do not need a split rail fence. We will need a 4 foot high chain link fence around the radio tower.  A discussion followed.

There was a discussion on putting up air conditioners in two rooms.

Comm. Dipierro reported on the work being done.  We have to start getting quotes for gear lockers, washer and dryer, etc.

Comm. Dipierro said that he told the Contractor that at this point we are not granting an extension.  He told them to add more men on.

CORRESPONDENCE:  Comm. LeBrun stated that the Board received a letter from Skyline Environmental, Inc., pertaining to the 2014 Right to Know Survey.
The Board received the New Jersey Fire District quarterly minutes.
MEETING OPENED TO PUBLIC:   No comments
Comm. LeBrun, seconded by Comm. DiLieto, made a motion to adjourn the public meeting. 
ROLL CALL:

Comm. LeBrun
Aye


 
Comm. DiLieto
Aye



Comm. Perry

Aye



Comm. Dipierro
Aye





Comm. Costello
Aye
Meeting adjourned at 8:48 PM.
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