MINUTES FOR THE BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS

DISTRICT NO. 1

APRIL 15, 2015
The regular meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners was called to order at 7:05 P.M.  Attorney Youssouf opened the meeting with the announcement required by the Open Public Meetings Act (copy attached) and salute to the flag.  There was a moment of silence for fallen soldiers, firefighters, EMS workers, etc.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Charles Dipierro
Present 



Comm. Michael Costello
Present



Comm. Robert LeBrun
Present

Comm. Raymond Perry
Present
Comm. Vincent DiLieto
Present (Arrived 7:30 PM)
Comm. Perry, seconded by LeBrun, made a motion to approve the minutes from the regular meetings held on March 18, 2015 subject to the same being provided to the public during and subsequent to these meetings.

ROLL CALL:







Comm. Perry


Aye





Comm. Costello

Aye





Comm. LeBrun

Aye





Comm. Dipierro

Aye

Attorney Youssouf stated that they will suspend the regular agenda in order to open bids received.  There were no additional bids received so Attorney Youssouf opened the bidding for soil removal.  They were as follows:

1.  S. Brothers General Contractors, PO Box 317, S. River, N.J. - $27,000
2.  Serg Construction, LLC – 244 Matchaponix Ave., Monroe, NJ -  $27,850
3.  T. Reagan Trucking, Inc., 53 Ridge Rd., S. River, N.J. - $33,000
Attorney Youssouf stated that the bids were for soil removal at the construction site. One thousand yards will grade to lower level.  The bids are available for inspection by the public and will be open for 60 days.  Also the Bid from T. Reagan Trucking included a cashier’s check for $3,300.
Attorney Youssouf stated that there were also bids received for fencing. There were no additional bids received so Attorney Youssouf opened the bids.

1. Ultimate Fence - $19,350 perimeter; $17,900 fence around dry basin

2. Fences by Mike Chagrin - $18,924 perimeter; $17,450 fence around dry basin
3. SMC Fence, Inc. - $18,525 perimeter; $17,275 fence around dry basin

Attorney Youssouf stated that none of the bids included bid bond security.  They will have to reject all 3 bids because there were no bid bonds included.  A discussion followed.  They will have to re-bid.

Attorney Youssouf said that the Board could resume their regular agenda.

Mike Pizzio, an E-One Dealer from Absolute was present.  He had a truck demonstration prior to the meeting.  There was a discussion on 10 years leasing.  He gave a quote (attached).
Attorney Youssouf said that for this amount of financing they should get competitive bids for financing.  Attorney Youssouf asked if they could purchase through HGAC.  Mr. Pizzio said “yes”.  A discussion followed.

Chief Pipero stated that we are replacing two trucks, the Rescue and Engine.  It is time to replace them.  Trade-ins can be done.  A discussion followed.

Attorney Youssouf said that they have a significant debt service with the firehouse, so the Board should meet with Joe Massoni on the financing.  Attorney Youssouf said that the smart thing to do is contact HGAC and get a competitive price.  A discussion followed.

There was a discussion on the bids for soil excavating.

Comm. LeBrun, seconded by Comm. Perry, made a motion to adopt a Resolution accepting the bid for soil excavating from S. Brothers General Contractor for $27,000 as per bid documents.
ROLL CALL:


Comm. LeBrun

Aye





Comm. Perry


Aye





Comm. Costello

Aye





Comm. DiLieto

Aye





Comm. Dipierro

Aye

They will have to advertise again for re-bids for the fencing.

INSURANCE REPORT:  Nothing new to report.
CHIEF’S REPORT:   Chief Pipero gave report (attached).  Chief Pipero stated that he is concerned about hydrant pressure in our area, especially if there is a fire.  The pressure is not enough.  There were 5 dry hydrants.  When they flush a hydrant, sometimes there is no pressure in the house near the hydrant.  A discussion followed.  Chief Pipero said that this could be a “life-saving” issue. We pay a lot of money, and this side of town does not have enough pressure.

Comm. DiLieto stated that he would like them to make the town aware of this situation, but if they do nothing, there is nothing that we can do.  A discussion followed.

Chief Pipero said that the pressure on the other side of town is fine.  Comm. Dipierro stated that the cost for hydrants is 10% of our budget.

Pat Reardon, Fire Inspector, said that this pressure could raise the ISO rating for homeowners.

Attorney Youssouf stated that they should put this matter in writing.  Attorney Youssouf said that he will need additional information from the Chief in order to send the letter to the MTUD. A discussion followed.

Chief Pipero stated that the dispatch center is very old and the town is going to upgrade it.  The town wants all the entities involved to buy new radios.  Chief Pipero said that we are up-to-date with our radios.  He does not know how much we will have to pay when they re-do the system.  A discussion followed.

Chief Pipero stated that the Health Coordinator did a CPR refresher class, and physicals and First Responder class are scheduled for next month.

Chief Pipero said that they are looking to replace the fans on the trucks.  He wants to switch to electric fans. Chief Pipero stated that he has attached quotes for the fans.  Two of the quotes are state contract, but the quote from All Hands Fire Equipment in the amount of $7,695.96 for 4 fans is lower than the state contract price.  He would like to purchase the fans from them.

Chief Pipero stated that he also has a quote from JJS Technical Services for CO meters at a state contract price of $6,930. He would like to purchase 3 plus the docking station.
Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. DiLieto, made a motion to purchase 4 electric fans from All Hands Fire Equipment in the amount of $7.695.96, as per quote.

ROLL CALL:







Comm. DiLieto

Aye

Comm. Perry


Aye





Comm. Costello

Aye





Comm. LeBrun

Aye





Comm. Dipierro

Aye

Comm. Dipierro suggested that they keep the old ones.
Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. LeBrun, made a motion to purchase 3 CO meters, plus the docking station from JJS Technical Services in the amount of $6,930, as per quote.

ROLL CALL:







Comm. DiLieto

Aye

Comm. Perry


Aye





Comm. Costello

Aye





Comm. LeBrun

Aye





Comm. Dipierro

Aye

Chief Pipero stated that he had a state contract quote from V.E. Ralph & Son, Inc., for 5 Defibrillators, pads, carry cases, and batteries in the amount of $8,946.10.  A discussion followed.
Comm. LeBrun, seconded by Comm. Perry, made a motion to purchase 5 Defibrillators, pads, carry cases, and batteries from V.E. Ralph & Son, Inc., in the amount of $8,946.10, per quote.

ROLL CALL:






Comm. DiLieto

Aye

Comm. Perry


Aye





Comm. Costello

Aye





Comm. LeBrun

Aye





Comm. Dipierro

Aye

Chief Pipero stated that he had a quote from All Hands Fire Equipment for nozzles, which he wished to purchase.  The cost for 7 is $7,519.93, which includes $100 for shipping.  A discussion followed.  Chief Pipero said that they will cancel the shipping and pick up the nozzles.
Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. LeBrun, made a motion to purchase 7 nozzles from All Hands Fire Equipment in the amount of $7,419.93, as per quote.

ROLL CALL:






Comm. DiLieto

Aye

Comm. Perry


Aye





Comm. Costello

Aye





Comm. LeBrun

Aye





Comm. Dipierro

Aye

Chief Pipero stated that also attached was a quote for a LCD flat panel display and wall mount for the “I am Responding” program.  The estimated cost is $1,855.12.  A discussion followed.
Chief Pipero said that he would like to replace the lights on the trucks to LED lights.  He has attached a list of the vehicles with the light replacement cost.  Chief Pipero said that he would like to order 4 flood lights to test them.  A discussion followed.

Comm. LeBrun suggested that they hold off until the end of the year to do this because it is a lot of money.  He would like to faze them in slowly.
Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. Costello, made a motion to purchase 4 LED lights.

ROLL CALL:






Comm. DiLieto

Aye

Comm. Perry


Aye





Comm. Costello

Aye





Comm. LeBrun

Aye





Comm. Dipierro

Aye

PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Todd stated that the installation date for the new alarm system is next Wednesday at 8:00 am.  Todd said that he would like a check for the alarm system when the job is done.  Comm. LeBrun stated that they would get the check after the system is inspected.  A discussion followed.

Todd said that he would like to have a landscaper come here and work on the yard.  A discussion followed.

Todd said that the scrubber machine came in from Circle Janitorial.

Todd reported that since January the Fire Company had 5 men join the volunteers and 5 Junior members.  

Comm. Dipierro thanked Todd for coming out to the construction site to drain water.  They saved $2,000 by the volunteers pumping out the water.  The volunteers always help when they are needed.

FIRE PREVENTION REPORT:  Fire Official Zih was present and gave his report (attached).  Ernie stated that there was an investigation of an open burning. There was one juvenile fire incident.  An assessment has been completed.
Ernie said that his laptop has been repaired by an in house service call.  Ernie stated that the Fire Company did a good job with a small oven fire.  There were no smoke detectors or CO detectors.  A discussion followed.

Comm. Dipierro asked Ernie and Pat to keep on top of fire lanes, signs, striping, and lock boxes, etc.  Comm. Dipierro said that we have to make sure we have good records and keep on top of everything.  They need to keep an eye on the plans for Park Plaza.
Ernie stated that there are two new gun ranges in Monroe.  A discussion followed.

LEGAL REPORT:  Attorney Youssouf stated that at the Board’s re-organization meeting they adopted a Resolution designating BCB Community Bank as their official Depository.  Attorney read a resolution designating First Bank as an additional Depository for the Board.
Comm. Dipierro stated that at BCB Community bank we were not getting any interest on the 3.8 million dollars, so he went to a number of banks and First Bank was offering .75% interest.  Comm. Dipierro told BCB Bank that he was shopping around, but they would not match the interest.  Comm. Dipierro suggested that they move the money for the Firehouse project to First Bank.  A discussion followed.
Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. Costello, made a motion to adopt the Resolution designating First Bank as an official depository of the District’s funds for 2015.  They will also transfer the building money to First Bank at a rate of .75%.

ROLL CALL:






Comm. DiLieto

Aye

Comm. Perry


Aye





Comm. Costello

Aye





Comm. LeBrun

Aye





Comm. Dipierro

Aye

There was a discussion on the PERC case.

ACCOUNTANT’S REPORT:  None
TREASURER’S REPORT:  Comm. Costello read the list of bills to be paid.  They were as follows:
LINE ITEM
Amanda’s Web – $100





A-8

Absolute Fire Protection - $2,762.60
- preventative maintenance
0-15
Advanced Air Systems - $1,581.75 – maintenance contract

0-15
Advanced Air Systems - $739.98 – repair air leaks


0-15
American Car Wash - $190





0-15
ANS Consultants - $807 – concrete inspections


B2a
Auto King Parts & Supplies - $11.93




0-15
Bank of America - $7,668.45





0-9, 0-16, 0-4
Bank of America – $173.26





0-9
Circle Janitorial - $3,435.49





0-8
Citgo - $167.69






0-9
Confires - $159.50, $131.80





0-15
Crest Engineering - $535






B-2a
Eastern Termite & Pest Control - $250



B-a

Family Practice of Centrastate - $745 – physicals


0-18
FF1 Professional Safety Service - $657.54 – hoods


0-4
FF1 Professional Safety Service - $3,055.10



0-4
G C Automotive & Performance - $54.83 – repairs


0-15
Grainger - $154.87, $42.10





A-8




Grainger - $250.54, $29.03, $17.12




0-4, A-8
Grainger - $796.98, $147.38, $614.79



0-4, 
Home News Tribune - $52.60





A-1
Main Electric - $45.79






0-8
Millennium Eye Care - $88 – lenses – (Spennato)

Mitchell Associates - $7,080, $3,767.50, $1,350


B-2a
MES - $1,949 – hydra ram 





0-4
Monroe Volunteer Fire Co. - $34,425 – 1st Q payment



National Terminal - $828.65 – fuel




0-9
N.J. American Water - $174.40 – hydrants



A-6
Postmaster - $49 - postage






A-8
RumZdad, LLC - $1,646.55





0-7
SAFE-T - $2,560 – equipment




0-4
Santorini Construction – $99,701.73
- payment #6


B-2a
Verizon Wireless - 






0-7


TOTAL:  178997.95
FIRE PREVENTION BILLS:

Ernie Zih – $33.90 – reimbursement storage containers

F-3

Verizon - $630.01






F-3
ENFORSYS - $267.75 – Maintenance agreement


F-3
TOTAL:  $931.66
Comm. Costello said that he noticed on one of the invoices from Mitchell Architects that there was a charge for 2 hours at $180 an hour for coming to our March meeting.  A discussion followed.

Comm. Costello stated that they will hold up payment of that invoice totaling $3,767.50

Comm. LeBrun, seconded by Comm. DiLieto, made a motion to pay the bills read except the one invoice from Mitchell Architects in the amount of #3,767.50.
ROLL CALL:

Comm. Costello
Aye



Comm. LeBrun
Aye



Comm. DiLieto
Aye



Comm. Perry

Aye



Comm. Dipierro
Aye

Comm. DiLieto, seconded by Comm. Perry, made a motion to move 3 million dollars from BCB Community Bank to First Bank.
ROLL CALL:

Comm. Costello
Aye



Comm. LeBrun
Aye



Comm. DiLieto
Aye



Comm. Perry

Aye



Comm. Dipierro
Aye

OLD BUSINESS:  There was a discussion on the issue of the fence at the Firehouse project site, as to who should pay for it.  Santorini wants to be reimbursed for it.  A discussion followed.
Attorney Youssouf stated that the Board should ignore this matter and deal with it at the end.  A discussion followed.

Comm. Dipierro said that he would like at the next meeting to have bids for the dry basin and the radio tower.  A discussion followed.
Comm. Dipierro stated that we are getting the bid specs for Clean Air Systems for bids for the June meeting.  A discussion followed.

NEW BUSINESS:   There was a discussion on the type of stone for the Firehouse project and the OPTI-COM light conduits.
Comm. Dipierro stated that the second hydrant was approved for the back of the building.  We will have to go out to bid for it.  The location is good.  Comm. Dipierro said that he will get the details to Attorney Youssouf so he can prepare the second hydrant bid.

Comm. Dipierro said that that there was a meeting today at the MTUD for the sewer on Texas Road.  It will get done by May 15, 2015.
CORRESPONDENCE:  None
MEETING OPENED TO PUBLIC:   No Comments
Comm. DiLieto, seconded by Comm. LeBrun, made a motion to adjourn the meeting.
ROLL CALL:

Comm. Costello
Aye



Comm. LeBrun
Aye


 
Comm. DiLieto
Aye



Comm. Perry

Aye



Comm. Dipierro
Aye

Meeting adjourned at 9:25 P.M.
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