MINUTES FOR THE BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS

DISTRICT NO. 1

MAY 21, 2014

The regular meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners was called to order at 7:00 P.M.  Attorney Youssouf opened the meeting with the announcement required by the Open Public Meetings Act (copy attached) and salute to the flag.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Michael Costello
Present



Comm. Charles Dipierro
Present 



Comm. Robert LeBrun
Present   



Comm. Raymond Perry 
Present



Comm. Vincent DiLieto
Present (7:35 PM)
Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. LeBrun, made a motion to approve the minutes from the regular meeting held on April 16, 2014 subject to the same being provided to the public during and subsequent to this meeting.

ROLL CALL:


Comm. Perry


Aye

Comm. Costello

Aye





Comm. Dipierro

Aye




Comm. LeBrun

Aye
INSURANCE REPORT:  Bob Soden was present and gave his report. Bob stated that this is the slow time of year.  Everything is status quo.
Comm. Dipierro said that he wanted to make sure that they were following recommendations pertaining to the insurance on the new property.  One thing is to secure the site after hours.  They discussed putting up a fence around the property after it is cleared.  Bob stated that they do not have other requirements.
Bob said that they will need certificates of insurance for any one that will be doing work for them there.  Everything must be bonded.  A discussion followed.

When the building gets demolished there is no value.  Comm. Dipierro stated that it is boarded up now.

Comm. Dipierro said that after the bids come in, they have 60 days to award it.  He wants to make sure that the site is secure and safe.
CHIEF’S REPORT:   Chief Costa gave report (attached).  Chief Costa stated that there was a quote attached to report from FF1 Professional Safety Services for 14 MSA carbon cylinders.  We ordered 14 last year and he would like to order 14 this year. The total cost is $13,886 (state contract price).
Chief Costa stated that there is rescue equipment that they really need.  He would like to order it from Rescue Response Gear.  The total price is $1,749.10 (state contract price). 

Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. LeBrun, made a motion to approve the purchases of 14 MSA carbon cylinders from FF1 Professional Safety Services at the state contract price of $13,886, and the rescue equipment from Rescue Response Gear at the state contract price of $1,749.10.

ROLL CALL:


Comm. Perry

Aye





Comm. LeBrun
Aye





Comm. Costello
Aye





Comm. Dipierro
Aye

Chief Costa stated that the trucks are ready for the parade on Memorial Day

Comm. LeBrun stated that the Chief also has a quote from Clean Air Company, Inc. for the inspection of the Plymovent hose drop and associated parts at a cost of approximately $450.  Comm. Costello stated that they should get this done.  A discussion followed.

Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. LeBrun, made a motion to approve the inspection of hose per the quote from Clean Air Company, Inc.
ROLL CALL:


Comm. Perry

Aye





Comm. LeBrun
Aye





Comm. Costello
Aye





Comm. Dipierro
Aye

Comm. Dipierro asked Chief Costa if there were any calls at the shopping center on Spotswood-Englishtown Road.  Chief Costa stated that there was one call there to assist the EMS when one of the workers was injured.
FIRE PREVENTION REPORT:  Fire Official Zih was present and gave his report (attached).  Ernie stated that it has been a busy month.  They are doing 4 or 5 smoke detector inspections a week.  Ernie said that he conducted one juvenile Fire watch assessment, and he has attended a vehicle investigation class.
Ernie stated that he met with the school security officer at Woodland school in reference to a lock down meeting.  Comm. Dipierro stated that there was a school lock-down at the schools because a prisoner escaped from an officer in Jamesburg.  A discussion followed.
Ernie said that the weakest link in the town is the Recreation Center.  They should be in contact with the Police Department to set up a lock-down policy.
Ernie stated that at the schools, he wants the teachers to know how to operate the back windows to get out.  A discussion followed.

Ernie stated that he has 2 old laptops, and the Fire Police asked if they can have them.  They have been cleaned out of all sensitive data.  They are ready to go.   A discussion followed.

Ernie said that they are trying to clean the office.  He thinks that we need new chairs.  Ernie stated that Paul Ivins offered to do the floors.  Ernie said that he thinks we should pay him to do it.  A discussion followed.  

Ernie said that we should give Paul $300 to do the floors.  Comm. Dipierro said that we should do the whole place, the offices and the meeting room.

Ernie stated that Joe Rumolo has been working on cleaning the office.

Comm. Dipierro stated that there is a new tenant going in where Papa John’s was located.  Antonio’s II is coming in.
PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Chief Costa stated that they had a quote to cap the water and sewer.  The quote is for $5,000.  Attorney Youssouf said that they should get two more quotes.  Comm. Dipierro stated that they have to get permits before anything can be done.  They have to get full quotes to cover everything.  A discussion followed.
Joe Rumolo said that he can get rid of the old tough-books. He can take them to the recycle center.  Attorney Youssouf stated that they have to be declared excess property and then authorized to be disposed of.

Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. LeBrun, made a motion to adopt a Resolution declaring the 5 old tough-books excess equipment, and can be disposed of.

ROLL CALL:


Comm. Perry

Aye





Comm. LeBrun
Aye





Comm. Costello
Aye





Comm. Dipierro
Aye

LEGAL REPORT:  Attorney Youssouf said that he will need an Executive Session tonight to discuss attorney-client privileged material.

Attorney Youssouf stated that they will be receiving bids here at the firehouse at 2:00 PM on the 28th of May for the new firehouse project.  The Board does not have to be here.  The Architect, Engineer and Attorney will be here.  The bid will be valid for 60 days.

Comm. Dipierro stated that about 20 contractors picked up bids.  There were about 8 contractors that came and walked the site, since the address was sent out to potential bidders.  A discussion followed.  

The big concern is what if one contractor holds up work, and it affects other contractors.  A discussion followed.

Attorney Youssouf stated that the Board received the Local Finance Board Resolution reflecting the action the Board took at the meeting held on March 12, 2014 pertaining to the proposed firehouse project.  Attorney Youssouf read the Resolution (attached).
Attorney Youssouf stated that based on this Resolution, the Board was able to close on the sale of Bonds, and we now have the money for the firehouse project.  A discussion followed.

A question was asked if someone wanted to make donations could they.  Attorney Youssouf said that the Fire Company is authorized to accept donations.

ACCOUNTANT’S REPORT:  Joe Massoni stated that the monthly reports went out to the Board. 
Joe reported that a new account was opened at the Bank for the money received for the firehouse project.

Joe said that he looked at the list of bills to be paid this month and there were several there that needed the line items to be designated. A discussion followed.
Comm. Dipierro stated that he spent a few hours with Mr. Anthony Inverso of Phoenix Advisors, Inc., and Mr. Inverso suggested that the Board hire someone to make the Bond payments.  It is important that we do not miss a payment.  It is in the best interest of the Board.  Comm. Dipierro said that after so many years they will have to make sure that the payments are made.

Comm. Dipierro said that he received proposals from banks to make payments.  He thinks the fee was about $800 a year.  If you do not make the payments on time, there will be penalties. You have to keep on top of it.  A discussion followed.
Joe Massoni said that he thinks that it is ridiculous.  There will be two checks a month. Joe stated that there is a Treasurer and 5 Commissioners, and he thinks that they can handle it.

Comm. Costello stated that he thinks it is also ridiculous.  A discussion followed.
Comm. Dipierro stated that he just wanted to let the Board know about this recommendation by Mr. Inverso.

TREASURER’S REPORT:  Comm. Costello read the list of bills to be paid.  They were as follows:
LINE ITEM

Absolute Fire Protection - $35.93 – repairs 51-3, $376.97

0-15
Absolute Fire Protection - $4,383.84– maintenance 51-2

0-15
Absolute Fire Protection - $6,092.51, $6.00, $1,409.70

0-15
Amanda’s Web, LLC - $100 – website



A-8

Advanced Air Systems - $1,579.75 – maintenance Contract
*
0-15
Bank of America - $238 – fuel, physical



0-9. 0-18

Bank of America - $1,866.90 – fuel, I-Chief



0-9, 0-16



Bank of America - $261.52 – fuel, food/training


0-9. 0-16
Blue Streak Uniforms -$869.44 – uniforms



0-17
Citgo - $262.48– fuel 





0-9

Citgo - $83– fuel 






0-9 

Circle Janitorial Supplies - $1,333.14 – cleaning supplies

0-8
Coffee Distributing Corp. - $216.21




A-8

Michael Costello - $1,344.26 – IAFC – hotel, airfare


0-16
D&A Auto Parts - $3.99





0-15
Feldman, Sablosky, Massoni & Co - $3,956 – accounting

A-11
FF1 Professional Safety Services - $655.79 – repairs


0-15
Monmouth County Treasurer - $250 – Live Burn


0-16
National Terminal, Inc. - $1,284.40 – fuel



0-9
New Jersey American Water - $174.40 – hydrants


A-6
New Jersey American Water - $174.40



A-6
Northco - $227.18 – Bid material/binders/covers


A-11a

Northco - $854.24 – Bid material/binders/covers


A-11a
Occupational Medicine Services - $300 – physical


0-18
Phoenix Advisors, LLC. -  $12,500 – Financial Advisor

A-11a

Postmaster - $49 – postage





A-8
Royal Wireless - $305 - repairs





0-15
RumZDAD - $2,035 – Computer work & $112.61 - bins
Wireless Electronics - $1,380 – Docking stations


0-4
Verizon Wireless - $563.17 





0-7

Verizon Wireless - $572.95





0-7
MS&B - $15,250 & $1,360





A-lla

TOTAL:  $62,467.78
FIRE PREVENTION BILLS:

Alert-All - $396.00 – Fire Prevention Material


F-3
Blue Streak - $124.95 – boots





F-3
Verizon - $600.12





F-3
Grainger - $240.80, $188.52, $95.90



F-3

Ernie Zih - $30.29 – reimbursement postage, gift card


F-3
TOTAL:  $1,676.58

*Districts #2 and #3 each share 1/3 cost of maintenance contract.

Comm. DiLieto, seconded by Comm. Perry, made a motion to pay the bills read. 
ROLL CALL:

Comm. Perry

Aye



Comm. DiLieto
Aye


     Comm. LeBrun
Aye



Comm. Costello
Aye



Comm. Dipierro
Aye

OLD BUSINESS:  There was a discussion on the matter of capping the water and sewer on the property for the new firehouse.  They will need 3 quotes.
NEW BUSINESS:  Comm. Dipierro stated that on May 28, 2014 at 2:00 PM at the firehouse they will be receiving bids for the firehouse project.  A discussion followed.
.

CORRESPONDENCE:  Comm. LeBrun said that we received the quarterly Minutes for the New Jersey State Association of Fire Districts.
The Board also received a letter from Verizon advising the Board to set up their account online.
Comm. Dipierro stated that on May 29, he will be meeting with the Chairmen from District 2 and 3, Wayne Hamilton, Mayor Pucci, Jerry Tamburro, and Michael Leibowitz.  At this meeting there will be a discussion on the consolidation of the districts and a Township-wide Chief.
Comm. Dipierro said that two studies were done.  The way it looks, this will be the last attempt to come up with a solution.  This is it.  If it doesn’t work it will be put on a ballot and the voters will decide what to do about the consolidation.  A discussion followed.

Comm. Dipierro said that he wanted everyone to know about this, but he has to be there.

Comm. Costello stated that we should let this District know about this too.  He feels we will have to work very hard to get voters not to vote for this.  Two Districts will benefit and District #1 will not benefit.  It is not just the money, but the morale of the volunteers will be affected.  A discussion followed.

MEETING OPENED TO PUBLIC:   

Robert Soden

Insurance agent

Bob asked who is behind pushing this matter of consolidation.

One individual is Steve Gorbe.  He feels we need one Attorney and one Accountant for the three Districts, and we do not need 15 Commissioners.   He is trying to say that all the money being spent by 3 different Boards can be reduced.
Bob Soden said that they should keep the tax structure that exists.  Bob stated that we have to do whatever we have to so this issue doesn’t go to ballot.  A discussion followed.
District 3 wants the consolidation; District #2 and #1 do not want it.  Comm. Dipierro said that he had a meeting with District 2 with Commissioners Mahler and Martin and Chief Carbin.  There was a news reporter for the Star Ledger there, and they asked him for a proposal to make the people aware of this matter.  The cost of the proposal was $18,000 and would be split with District #2.  A discussion followed.
Comm. Dipierro said that from this meeting, he will be able to sense the direction it is going.  It is very important that we keep our eyes and ears open.  Comm. Dipierro stated that he will do the best he can at the meeting.  He will bring a report back to the Board.
Comm. LeBrun stated that he should tell them that they should do something when the budgets don’t pass.

Comm. Dipierro asked about the proposal of $18,000 to make the public aware of the Consolidation issue.  A discussion followed.  The Board said to table it at this time.

Frank Steinhauser
Monroe, New Jersey  

Mr. Steinhauser suggested that when they do the pledge of allegiance, they should do a moment of silence for past members.  A discussion followed.

Comm. LeBrun, seconded by Comm. Perry, made a motion to adopt a Resolution to go into Closed Session to discuss Attorney-client privileged material.
ROLL CALL:

Comm. Perry

Aye



Comm. DiLieto
Aye


     Comm. LeBrun
Aye



Comm. Costello
Aye



Comm. Dipierro
Aye

Public meeting adjourned at 8:40 P.M.
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