MINUTES FOR THE BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS

DISTRICT NO. 1

JANUARY 15, 2014
The regular meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners was called to order at 7:00 P.M.  Attorney Youssouf opened the meeting with the announcement required by the Open Public Meetings Act (copy attached) and salute to the flag.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Raymond Perry
Present




Comm. Charles Dipierro
Present



Comm. Michael Costello 
Present



Comm. Vincent DiLieto
Present



Comm. Robert LeBrun
Absent

Attorney Youssouf asked that the regular agenda be superseded, and they proceed with the Budget Hearing for the 2014 Budget.

Attorney Youssouf read the 2014 Adopted Budget Resolution, which states that the annual budget presented for adoption reflects Total Revenues of $1,947,860 which includes amount to be raised by taxation of $1,601,645.  This budget will be submitted to the voters on February 15, 2014.  The proposed tax rate is $.17 per $100 of assessed valuation.

Attorney Youssouf stated that he would like to open the Budget Hearing to the public for any questions that they may have.  There were no questions from the public.

Comm. Costello, seconded by Comm. Perry, made a motion to close the Public Hearing.

Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. DiLieto, made a motion to adopt the Annual Budget in the amount of $1,947,860 which includes the amount to be raised by taxation in the amount of $1,601,645.  The annual election is to be held on February 15, 2014.
ROLL CALL:


Comm. Costello

Aye





Comm. Perry


Aye





Comm. DiLieto

Aye





Comm. Dipierro

Aye

Attorney Youssouf stated that he will advertise the 2014 Budget, as well as notice of the Election to be held on February 15, 2014.

Attorney Youssouf read a Resolution to adopt a Temporary Budget for 2014, which represents 14% of the operating appropriations sections of the Fire District’s 2013 budget, excluding prohibited appropriations. 
Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. DiLieto, made a motion to adopt a Temporary Budget for 2014 in the amount of $162,768.00 to fund Board expenses for the period commencing January 1, 2014 through March 31, 2014.

ROLL CALL:


Comm. Perry


Aye





Comm. Costello

Aye





Comm. DiLieto

Aye





Comm. Dipierro

Aye

Attorney Youssouf stated that the Public Hearing for the 2014 Budget was now concluded.

Attorney Youssouf read a Resolution authorizing Chairman Charles Dipierro to execute any and all development application documents required in connection with the firehouse construction project.

Comm. DiLieto, seconded by Comm. Costello, made a motion to adopt the Resolution authorizing Chairman Charles Dipierro to execute any and all development application documents required in connection with the firehouse construction project.

ROLL CALL:


Comm. DiLieto

Aye





Comm. Perry


Aye





Comm. Costello

Aye





Comm. Dipierro

Abstain

Attorney Youssouf stated that the Local Finance application will be considered on the second Wednesday in Trenton.  As it stands we should be in Trenton on February 12.  We do not anticipate any problems.  It is important because we need authorization from the Local Finance Board.  A discussion followed.

There was a discussion on the new firehouse project.  They have to decide which will be the side or front of the building.  The maximum amount of impervious coverage is 35% that can be put on the property.  They will have a large building and parking lot.  They re-designed the parking area to eliminate blacktop so they will stay within 35%.  A discussion followed.
Comm. Dipierro stated that the November minutes had been corrected.  Comm. Costello, seconded by Comm. Perry, made a motion to approve the minutes from the regular meeting held on December 18, 2013, subject to the same being provided to the public during and subsequent to this meeting.

ROLL CALL:


Comm. Perry


Aye





Comm. Dipierro

Aye





Comm. Costello

Aye




Comm. DiLieto

Aye
INSURANCE REPORT:  Bob Soden was not present. Comm. DiLieto stated that they had three Workman Comp claims filed.  There were injuries during the ice storm.  Everything was filed within 24 hours. A discussion followed.
CHIEF’S REPORT:  Chief Costa was present and gave report (attached).  Chief Costa stated that the total calls for this station for 2013 were 402.  
Chief Costa said that Life Member, Rich Nichols passed away.  Many of the volunteers showed up for his service.  Comm. Dipierro stated that they lost a good person.

Chief Costa stated that the new vehicle had been lettered.

Chief Costa said that there was an issue with the radios.  They need to upgrade the radios on all the trucks for better communication.  The cost will be $7,500.  A discussion followed.

Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. Costello, made a motion to approve $7.500 to upgrade all the radios on the trucks.

ROLL CALL:


Comm. Perry

Aye





Comm. Costello
Aye





Comm. DiLieto
Aye





Comm. Dipierro
Aye

FIRE PREVENTION REPORT:  Fire Inspector Pat Reardon was present and gave report.  Pat stated that they are in the process of getting the State report completed.  It has to be done online.  
Pat said that they met with the Prosecutors office over a pending arson case.

Pat stated that they had a complaint about a fire pit use, but they cannot do anything about this.  It is permitted, but not where it will be a nuisance.  A discussion followed.

The Firehouse inspection was completed and passed.
PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Frank stated that the new vehicle is here.  We do not need the old Expedition or Crown Vic.  Frank said that the Board can decide what they want to do with them.  We can auction them as is.  A discussion followed.
Attorney Youssouf said that he will need the serial numbers and all information for him to do a Resolution to declare them as excess equipment.

Comm. DiLieto stated that the truck should be in service by Monday.

Frank asked the Board if they wanted the Firefighters to have a physical every year.  If they do, he will have to have a written policy.  A discussion followed.

Frank stated that the Fire Company’s contract is up at the end of this year.

Comm. Dipierro stated that the Fire election will be on February 15, 2014.  We will have to set up for it.  A discussion followed.

LEGAL REPORT:  Attorney Youssouf stated that he completed his report in the Public Hearing portion.
ACCOUNTANT’S REPORT:  Joe Massoni said that the December 31, 2013, report was done.  Joe stated that one of the CD’s would mature on 1/20/14 but with the new building and other items coming up, they may not want to roll over the total amount.  A discussion followed.  Joe said he can roll the CD over for 6 months if the Board authorizes it.  The Board stated that they were fine with that since the 2014 budget was approved.
Joe stated that during the 2012 audit there was an issue with missing receipts for the bank card.  Due to this Joe said that the Board had to adopt a Corrective Plan Resolution which had to be filed with the Division of Local Government Services.  In order for the 2014 budget to get approved by the DCA, this Resolution has to be adopted; otherwise, they will not approve the budget.
Joe said that they have to make sure that all receipts are attached to the Bank Card.  The bill cannot be paid without the receipts.

Attorney Youssouf read the Corrective Action Plan Resolution (attached).

Comm. Costello, seconded by Comm. DiLieto, made a motion to adopt the Corrective Action Plan Resolution, which states that the Fire District has implemented a system to obtain all supporting documentation for credit card charges incurred prior to authorizing payment.
ROLL CALL:


Comm. Costello
Aye





Comm. DiLieto
Aye





Comm. Perry

Aye





Comm. Dipierro
Aye

Joe stated that the Board received a letter from the Utility Department in reference to the proposed fire station, which outlined the required connection fees.  The fee for the water is $6,788 and the fee for the sewer is $8,922.  Also in reference to this project, the Board will have to issue checks to the Township for an application fee in the amount of $525, and a check for the Escrow fee in the amount of $7,500.  A discussion followed.
TREASURER’S REPORT:  Comm. Costello read the list of bills to be paid.  They were as follows:
LINE ITEM

Amanda’s Web, LLC - $100 – website



A-8

American Car Wash – 142.50





0-8
Auto King Parts & Supplies - $50.97




0-15
A Cut Above Landscaping - $275




0-8
Agin Signs and Designs - $1,800 – striping & lettering

Bank of America - $317.37





0-9, A-8
Citgo - $212.55– fuel 






0-9

Citgo - $289.91 – fuel 





0-9 
Circle Janitorial _ $127.60 & $145 – ice melter


0-8
Confires Fire Protection - $237.80 & $249.40 – extinguisher ins.
0-15
Especially For You Florist - $53.49 – fruit basket 


A-8
ESI Equipment, Inc. - $104.65




0-15
Grainger - $816, $835. 68, $52.12, $207, $172.67 – office sup.
A-8 & 0-4
Harbor View - $1,400.10 – Windows/Doors boarded



Industrial Scientific - $351.50





0-15
Mitchell Associates Architects - $40,250



A-11a
Oliver LE Soden - $9,495 – Accident & Health renewal

A-7
Postmaster - $46 – stamps






A-8
N.J. American Water - $174.40 - hydrants



A-6
First Responder Joint Insurance Fund - $17,435


0-1c & A-7
US Postal Service - $124 – rental PO Box – 1 yr.


A-8
Royal Transmissions - $109.73 wiper blades, oil change

0-15
Crest Engineering - $3,582.50 – professional fees


A-11a
Joseph Youssouf - $15,799.58 – legal fees



A-11
Township of Monroe - $525 – application fee 
Township of Monroe - $7,500 – Escrow fee
MTUD - $6,788 – (W&S 1127) – water connection fee

MTUD - $8,922 – (W&S 1127) – sewer connection fee
TOTAL:  $119,692.52

FIRE PREVENTION BILLS:

Verizon - $606.35






F-3
Ernie Zih - $35 – reimbursement Membership IAAI


F-3

ENFORSYS - $525 – maintenance coverage inspection system
F-3



TOTAL:  $1,166.35


Comm. DiLieto, seconded by Comm. Perry, made a motion to pay the bills read.
ROLL CALL:

Comm. Perry

Aye



Comm. Costello
Aye


     Comm. LeBrun
Aye



Comm. DiLieto
Aye



Comm. Dipierro
Aye

Attorney Youssouf stated that he will take care of printing the ballots.  The Board will get poll workers for the election.  Only two petitions were received for commissioner, Charles Dipierro and Raymond Perry.
The Board received the letter from the Board of Elections asking if we want their office staff available to answer voter registration questions for the Fire Election on 2/15/14.  The Board will request office staff on Election Day.
OLD BUSINESS:  None
NEW BUSINESS:  Comm. Dipierro asked if any of the trucks need to be taken care of after the ice storm.  A discussion followed.
Comm. Dipierro stated that in order to demolish the building on the property that was just purchased, we will have to get an exterminator for the house and all the utilities will have to get cut off letters.  Comm. Dipierro asked Frank to take care of this so we can get the demolition permit.
Comm. Dipierro said that we would also need to get a letter from the Township Historian stating that the building has no historic value.  A discussion followed. Once this is done, they can apply for tree permits.
CORRESPONDENCE:  As previously stated the Board received a letter from the Board of Elections, which stated that we had to let them know if the Board wanted office staff present to answer any questions for the fire election on 2/15/14.  
MEETING OPENED TO PUBLIC:    
Mr. Steve Gorbe
113 Gravel Hill-Spotswood Rd.

Monroe, N.J.  08831

Mr. Gorbe stated that pertaining to the Resolution adopted this evening authorizing Comm. Dipierro to execute any and all development application documents required in connection with the firehouse construction project, he feels that another Commissioner’s name should also be added to the Resolution.   In the event that Comm. Dipierro is not available to sign a document, the other Commissioner named will be authorized to do so.  
Mr. Gorbe asked if there is any cost to remove the utility poles.  Comm. Dipierro stated whenever they needed anything done, JCP&L never charged.  The poles are jointly owned.  A discussion followed.
Mr. Gorbe asked if EMT was going to be stationed in the new building.  He was told “No.”

Mr. Gorbe asked where we stand on Consolidation.

Comm. Dipierro stated that we have included in our budget our share for a Township-wide Chief if it ever happens.  We have not heard anything in the last 9 months. A discussion followed.

Comm. Dipierro said that the Township wants us to give the job description for the Chief.

A discussion followed.
Comm. Dipierro said that we were asked by District #2 to share in the joint advertisement for the Fire Election pertaining to Absentee Ballots.  We agreed and will share the cost. District #3 opted out.  A discussion followed.

Comm. Costello stated that unless something was to change, he would not want to bring it up.  

Mr. Gorbe stated that he thinks that we need only 5 Commissioners and one tax rate for the three Districts.

Comm. DiLieto, seconded by Comm. Perry, made a motion to adjourn the meeting.

ROLL CALL:


Comm. Perry

Aye






Comm. Costello
Aye





Comm. DiLieto
Aye





Comm. Dipierro
Aye 
 Public meeting adjourned at 8:30 P.M.
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