MINUTES FOR THE BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS

DISTRICT NO. 1

DECEMBER 17, 2014
The regular meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners was called to order at 7:00 P.M.  Secretary Joanne Hayes opened the meeting with the announcement required by the Open Public Meetings Act (copy attached) and salute to the flag.  There was a moment of silence for fallen soldiers, firefighters, EMS workers, etc.
ROLL CALL:

Comm. Michael Costello
Present



Comm. Charles Dipierro
Present 



Comm. Robert LeBrun
Present   



Comm. Raymond Perry 
Present



Comm. Vincent DiLieto
Present 
Comm. Costello, seconded by Comm. DiLieto, made a motion to approve the minutes from the regular meeting held on November 19, 2014 subject to the same being provided to the public during and subsequent to this meeting.

ROLL CALL:


Comm. LeBrun

Aye

Comm. Perry


Aye

Comm. Costello

Aye





Comm. DiLieto

Aye




Comm. Dipierro

Aye
INSURANCE REPORT:  Bob Soden was present and wanted to update the Board on the recent death benefit claim for Robert Kuhn.  Bob said that his family has received the check for this claim.  Bob said that he gave Comm. DiLieto the renewal membership cards today.  Everything else is up to date.
Comm. Dipierro asked if Bob had the quote on how much it would be to keep the Death Benefit the same at age 70.  Bob said he was met with resistance on this because of the age 70 for a member.  He has not received the numbers yet.

Comm. Dipierro asked Bob if they could get something like an umbrella policy. A discussion followed.  Bob stated that the Group Life insurance is in addition to other insurance.  The Fire Company can seek an additional policy, but the Board can only get a certain amount.

Comm. Dipierro said why should we penalize someone because of his age? He would like to figure out how to keep the Death Benefit at $25,000 after age 70.
Bob stated that Joe Massoni has the updated numbers for the cost of insurance for the 2015 budget.

Comm. Dipierro stated that the security cameras will be up and running tomorrow at the site of the new firehouse.  Bob said that the cameras are insured.
CHIEF’S REPORT:  Chief Costa gave report (attached).  Comm. Dipierro asked the Chief if the equipment ordered came in.  Chief Costa said that some of it came in.  A discussion followed.
Chief Costa stated that all the trucks have been winterized.  This Saturday the Fire Company will do the Santa tour around town.  They will also be doing Santa visits on Christmas Eve.
FIRE PREVENTION REPORT:  Fire Official Zih was present and gave his report (attached).  Ernie stated that two Fire Reports were sent out as requested, and one open burning was investigated.
Ernie stated that a lockdown drill review of Woodland School was completed.  A discussion followed.
Ernie said that he had to send out his laptop for repairs.  The Bureau has purged office files.  

Ernie stated that Operation Holy Smokes Fire Prevention was conducted last Saturday night at the Monroe Jewish Center.  Other denominations are being scheduled.

Comm. Dipierro asked Ernie if he heard any news on the striping in front of the firehouse.  Ernie said that he did not.  A discussion followed.
Ernie stated that they received a security alert about firefighters being targeted as they responded to fire calls.

Comm. Dipierro thanked Ernie for another good year.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT:   Frank stated that there are squirrels in the building and some traps have been set.  The generator is running.
Ernie said that it is time to replace the hard wire on smoke detectors. It will be taken care of.

Frank said that Todd Grossman will be the President for 2015.

Comm. Dipierro thanked Frank and the Chief for their service for the past year.
LEGAL REPORT:  Attorney Youssouf said that the Board received Affidavits from the Asbury Park Press and Home News Tribune, which states the rates for official advertising.  The rate for the Home News Tribune is $.44 per line, and the rate for the Asbury Park Press is $.75 per line. 
Attorney Youssouf stated that the Board also received a census document that needs to be completed.  He will give it to Joe Massoni for completion.  The census must be filed on time.

Attorney Youssouf said that he had the Resolution adopted at the last meeting awarding a contract for professional services to ANS Consultants, Inc., which can be added to the minutes.
Attorney Youssouf stated that it is important to introduce the 2015 budget.  Joe Massoni said that before it is introduced, it is necessary to go into Executive Session.

ACCOUNTANT’S REPORT:  Joe Massoni stated that the monthly reports went out to the Board. The only line item that may go over is 0-8, Firehouse Maintenance and Operations, so he prepared a line item transfer form.
Attorney Youssouf read the Line Item Transfer form stating that $1,500 will be transferred from 0-15, Repairs and Maintenance, to 0-8, Firehouse Maintenance and Operations.

Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. Costello, made a motion to approve the line item transfer of $1,500 from 0-15 (Repairs & Maintenance) to 0-8 (Firehouse Maintenance & Operations).

ROLL CALL:


Comm. LeBrun

Aye

Comm. Perry


Aye

Comm. Costello

Aye





Comm. DiLieto

Aye





Comm. Dipierro

Aye

Joe Massoni stated that one of the CD’s will be maturing on 1/20/15.  A discussion followed.
TREASURER’S REPORT:  Comm. Costello read the list of bills to be paid.  They were as follows:
LINE ITEM
Absolute Fire Protection - $333.48 – repairs 51-3


0-15
Absolute Fire Protection - $283.45




0-15
Absolute Fire Protection - $$1,187.50, $755.37, $967.57

0-15
Amanda’s Web – $100





A-8

ANS Consultants, Inc. - $783 – concrete inspection


B-2a

ANS Consultants, Inc. - $3,826.24 – special inspection

B-2a
Apruzzese McDermott, Mastro, Murphy - $2,787.08

A-11
Bank of America - $4,552.63





0-9, 

Bank of America - $153 – fuel




0-9
Certified Environmental Contractors - $1,800 – tank removal
B-2a
Circle Janitorial - $47.60 - liner




0-8
Citgo - $272 – fuel






0-9
CyberHomes Systems - $8.490.17 – cameras



B-2a
Confires – $85.44 & $144.45 – extinguisher maintenance

0-15
Especially for You Florist - $189.87 flowers/fruit basket

A-8
G C Automotive & Performance - $210.21



0-15
Grainger -$70.73 & $47






0-8
Grainger - $140.04






0-8
JCP&L - $4,706.43 - 






B-2a
Liberty Maintenance Contractors, LLC - $1,020 – traffic control
B-2a
MAFA - $9,495 – respirator fit tester




0-4
Main Electric - $457.35






0-8
Middlesex County Fire Academy - $414 - training


0-16
Middlesex County Fire Academy - $42 – training


0-16
National Terminal, Inc. - $565.05




0-9
Melick-Tully & Associates, PC - $1,826.96 – soil engineering serv
B-2a
Monroe Volunteer Fire Company - $33,750 – 4th Quarter

A-10
New Jersey American Water - $174.40 – hydrants


A-6
Northco - $218.25 






B-2a

RumZdad, LLC - $1,760






0-15
Santorini Construction – $207,129.27



B-2a
SAFE-T - $14,654.70






0-4
Verizon Wireless - $1,735.01 




0-7
Joseph Youssouf - $13,780





A-11
TOTAL:  $318,955.25
FIRE PREVENTION BILLS:

Ernie Zih - $31.15 – postage





F-3

Royal Transmission - $201.38 – battery



F-3


Verizon - $622.44






F-3
Comm. Dipierro stated that initially JCP&L was going to charge us to move the pole at the construction site, but he spoke with them and now it looks like the move will cost nothing.  A discussion followed.   Right now Comm. Dipierro said that he had an email that states there is no charge.

There was a discussion on the bill for Santorini Construction.  Comm. Dipierro stated that he is trying to get the contractor to follow the law.  He did not meet pay for prevailing wages.  Comm. Dipierro said that he did receive the certified payroll for Santorini Construction.  Joe Massoni will review it.  Joe stated that payment can be approved pending the review of the documents.
Comm. Costello stated that we are trying to do our best to do things right.  We will not approve payment unless they do what they have to do.  We want it done right.

Comm. Dipierro stated that it is team work and everyone is always here when we need them.  We have to follow the law and do things right.  

Comm. Costello, seconded by Comm. Perry, made a motion to pay the bills read including the bill from Santorini Construction pending review of payroll by Joe Massoni.
ROLL CALL:

Comm. Perry

Aye



Comm. DiLieto
Aye


     Comm. LeBrun
Aye



Comm. Costello
Aye



Comm. Dipierro
Aye

OLD BUSINESS:  Comm. Dipierro asked if copies of the bids received for the firehouse project were sent to the Department of Labor as requested.  Secretary Hayes stated that they had been sent out.
NEW BUSINESS:  Comm. Dipierro stated that it was a tough month with the construction.  There will be a monthly meeting tomorrow at 10:00 am on the site to resolve a few issues.  Comm. Dipierro stated that he does a daily report.
Comm. Dipierro stated that he sends emails out day and night on the firehouse project.  It is difficult to work with the architect because he is so far away.

Comm. Dipierro said that there was some issue with the soil.  They had to call in Melick Tully and Associates to make sure that there was no environmental issues.  There was also a discussion on the stone at the work site.  Comm. Dipierro stated that Santorini asked for $20,000 for a change order to put stone in.  Comm. Dipierro spoke with him and as of this morning they were putting in stone at no cost to the Fire Company.
Other issues discussed were the elevation and concrete.  Comm. Dipierro said that ANS Consultants inspected the concrete.  Now the town has to inspect and look at it.

Com. Dipierro stated that the mason didn’t come until 4:00 PM and then started filling in the trenches.  They were pouring concrete in the dark.  

The township inspector said that the bolts that were put in were crooked.  The inspector stated that they are not letting the contractor get away with anything.  A discussion followed.  
The building inspector also found an issue with the size of the bolts.  They are not the right size. Comm. Dipierro called Bob Mitchell and told him what was going on.  We cannot do anything until the problems are straightened out. 
Comm. Dipierro said that he does not want to threaten the contractor yet, but he wants things done right.

Comm. Dipierro said that we thought the fire hydrants will be in the back of the building, but they are in the front of the building.  A discussion followed.  Comm. Dipierro said that he went to Crest Engineering, and they will be moved.

Comm. Dipierro stated that an oil tank was found on the property, but the tank has been removed.

Comm. Dipierro said that every day the contractor looks at the plans, and asks for a change order.

Comm. Dipierro stated that anyone from the Fire Company is welcome to come to the meetings.  You must wear a hard hat if you do come.  The meeting is in the trailer.
CORRESPONDENCE:  Comm. LeBrun stated that the Board received a letter from Melick-Tully and Associates pertaining to the Foundation subgrade inspection stating that the building foundation subgrades will support the 3,000 pounds per square foot bearing pressure recommended in their geotechnical design report.
There was also a letter from Freehold Soil Conservation District pertaining to illegal land disturbance. There were 100 loads of dirt that were sent to Avenue K.  We have to tell Crest Engineering what we are planning to do with it.

There was a “Thank You” card from the Cure family.
MEETING OPENED TO PUBLIC:   No comments
Attorney Youssouf read a Resolution to go into Executive Session to discuss attorney client privileged matters and pending or anticipated litigation.

Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. Costello, made a motion to adopt the Resolution to go into Executive Session to discuss attorney-client privileged matters and pending litigation.
ROLL CALL:

Comm. Perry

Aye



Comm. DiLieto
Aye


     Comm. LeBrun
Aye



Comm. Costello
Aye



Comm. Dipierro
Aye

Public meeting adjourned at 8:15 P.M.
Public meeting re-opened 9:10 PM

Attorney Youssouf introduced the 2015 budget for Monroe Fire District #1 in the amount of $2,714,963 which includes the amount to be raised by taxation in the amount of $1,850,748.00.



Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. LeBrun, made a motion to adopt the resolution approving the 2015 budget in the amount of $2,714,963, which includes the amount to be raised by taxation in the amount of $1,850,748.00.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Perry

Aye



Comm. DiLieto
Aye


     Comm. LeBrun
Aye



Comm. Costello
Aye



Comm. Dipierro
Aye

Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. DiLieto, made a motion to adjourn the public meeting.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Perry

Aye



Comm. DiLieto
Aye


     Comm. LeBrun
Aye



Comm. Costello
Aye



Comm. Dipierro
Aye

Meeting adjourned 9:15 PM
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