MINUTES FOR THE BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS

DISTRICT NO. 1

AUGUST 20, 2014
The regular meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners was called to order at 7:05 P.M.  Attorney Youssouf opened the meeting with the announcement required by the Open Public Meetings Act (copy attached) and salute to the flag.  There was a moment of silence for fallen soldiers, firefighters, and EMS workers.
ROLL CALL:

Comm. Michael Costello
Present



Comm. Charles Dipierro
Present 



Comm. Raymond Perry 
Present



Comm. Vincent DiLieto
Present 



Comm. Robert LeBrun
Absent
Approval of the July 16, 2014 minutes was tabled until the September meeting.
INSURANCE REPORT:  Comm. DiLieto stated that there is nothing new to report.  There are a couple of new members and their insurance information has been submitted.
CHIEF’S REPORT:   Chief Costa was present and gave report (attached).  Chief Costa stated that the Firemen’s convention in Wildwood was coming up and asked about money for the individuals attending.  A discussion followed.
There was a discussion on upgrading the power on the generator from 75 watts to 100 watts.

Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. DiLieto, made a motion to approve alternator for F350 to upgrade the power of the generator from 75 watts to 100 watts at a cost of $275.

ROLL CALL:


Comm. Perry


Aye





Comm. DiLieto

Aye





Com. Costello


Aye





Comm. Dipierro

Aye

Chief Costa stated that National Night Out went well.  Saturday, August 23 is Recruitment Day.  A discussion followed.
FIRE PREVENTION:  Fire Official Zih was present and gave report.  Ernie stated that they are still busy with inspections.  They do 4 or 5 smoke detector inspections a week.
Inspections of Woodland School and Mill Lake School have been completed.  There were some minor issues, but they will be corrected by the time school starts.  Ernie will be setting up lockdown drill reviews.

Ernie stated that there is one chair in the office that is broken and the other chair is also in bad shape.  Ernie said that they need new chairs for the office.  Joe Massoni stated that there was enough money in the budget to purchase them.    A discussion followed.  Ernie said he will purchase 3 chairs.
Ernie said that they did National Night Out, and he has scheduled the Fire Prevention Program for Woodland School.

Ernie stated that at the request of the Commissioners, he sent a letter to the Mayor, Wayne Hamilton, and Chief of Police requesting the front apron to be orange-striped and appropriate signage installed to ensure that fire apparatus can safely respond to fire calls.  He has not yet received a response to his letter.
There was a discussion on the security at the schools.  Comm. Dipierro stated that it would be wise to be on board with the security personnel at the schools so that there is a line of communication.  Ernie stated that he did set up meetings.  He has met with the officer at Woodland School who has a copy of the lockdown plan.  A discussion followed.

Ernie said that he has floor plans of the Rec Center, Woodland School, and Mill Lake School in his laptop.  Ernie stated that he will be putting in more pre-plans in the computer.  A discussion followed.
Comm. Dipierro said that technology is great, but you have to know how to use it.  Joe Rumolo said that he has tried to make it easy.  He has instructed the volunteers on how to use the technology.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Frank stated that the work in the engine bay is completed.  The walls are done and the gear lockers have been put back up.
There was an issue with the air conditioning and it had to be fixed.  The floors were done.  A landscaper worked on the property here and the new property.

Frank stated that the Fire Company contract will be up this year, so they will have to work on that.  A discussion followed.
LEGAL REPORT:  Attorney Youssouf stated that on March 24, 2014, the State introduced a bill which established procedure for consolidating fire districts.  The procedure already exists but this bill amends the Statute.  Attorney Youssouf read the explanation of the bill (attached).  Attorney Youssouf said that he will keep the Board advised on this matter.

Attorney Youssouf read a Resolution stating that the Board has reviewed the 2013 Audit.  Each member of the Board has signed the Audit review Affidavit certifying this.
Comm. DiLieto, seconded by Comm. Perry, made a motion to adopt the Resolution certifying to the Local Finance Board that each member of the Board of Fire Commissioners of Monroe Fire District #1 has reviewed the Annual Audit Report for the fiscal year ended December 31, 2013.

ROLL CALL:


Comm. Perry


Aye





Comm. DiLieto

Aye





Comm. Costello

Aye





Comm. Dipierro

Aye

Comm. Dipierro stated that they will receive bids for the Firehouse Project on Thursday, August 28, 2014 at 2:00 PM at 24 Harrison Avenue, Monroe, New Jersey.  A discussion followed.
ACCOUNTANT’S REPORT:  Joe Massoni stated that he received a copy of the 2013 Audit, which he reviewed.  It was indicated in the report that the issue regarding the lack of substantial backup for credit card charges incurred by the Fire Department and paid by the Fire District has been rectified during the 2013 calendar year.
The monthly financial report has been forwarded to the Board.  They are progressing well with the line items.
Joe said that he spoke with Anthony Inverso from Phoenix Advisors, LLC, pertaining to SEC disclosure.  Certain items have to be posted to a certain website.  The first requirement is to post the 2013 Audit.  Joe stated that Phoenix Advisors, LLC, will take care of the annual requirements for the SEC disclosure for an annual fee of $650.  Joe suggested that the Board should have them take care of it.  A discussion followed.
Comm. Dipierro said that he is “ok” with it as long as the fee does not exceed $650.  Comm. Costello and Comm. Perry also agreed. Joe said that he will contact Mr. Inverso and ask him for a proposal.

Joe stated that he received an invoice from Mitchell Associates for the re-bid of the Firehouse Project.  He has been tracking all the payments made so far to him.  Mitchell Associates submitted the proposal with phases and so far he has been paid everything except for $3,000.  
Joe said that before he paid this invoice for the rebidding he wanted to get approval from the Board.

Comm. Dipierro stated that Mr. Mitchell was authorized to re-bid the project.  A discussion followed.  Comm. Dipierro suggested that they discuss this on the 28th when they received the new bids.  Comm. Dipierro thanked Joe for bringing this to the Board’s attention and they will table approving this invoice until the next meeting.  A discussion followed.

Comm. Costello stated that he feels that the bill should be more detailed.
TREASURER’S REPORT:  Comm. Costello read the list of bills to be paid.  They were as follows:
LINE ITEM
Absolute Fire Protection - $969.40 – repairs 51-3


0-15
Absolute Fire Protection - $214.74 – repairs brush truck

0-15
Absolute Fire Protection - $580.12 – repairs Ladder truck

0-15
Amanda’s Web – $100





A-8

Asbury Ms. Locksmithing - $797.50

Bank of America - $647.98 – fuel, training



0-9, 0-16

Bank of America - $657.54 – fuel, vehicle mainten. Equip

0-9, 0-15. 0-4
Bonamici, Colletti, Solitario & Tierney - $10,500 – Accounting
A-11
Citgo - $164.03 & $81.50





0-9

Circle Janitorial –$198 – Strip pads




0-8
Clean Air Company - $235.20 




0-8
CNP FITTEST of N.J. - $675 - 





0-18
ERT Consultants - $1,540

Family Practice of Centrastate - $480 – physical


0-18
First Responder Joint Insurance Fund - $17,963 – WC Insurance




FF1 Professional Safety Services - $589.64 – repairs


0-15
Grainger - $5,052.72 





0-4
Grainger - $44.01





0-8
Grainger - $592.02 – storage cabinet






Jammer Doors - $277.50





0-15
MTUD - $43,037.50 – hydrants





A-6
New Jersey American Water - $174.40



A-6
National Terminal - $587.59 – fuel




0-9
NORTHCO - $687.65 – material – rebid





RumZDAD - $1,650





0-15
Occupational Medicine - $92 - vaccines



0-18
Lonnie Pipero - $840 – Advance I-Chief conf,


0-16
Salamander Technologies - $154.69 – maintenance contract

Verizon wireless - $559.80





0-7
Verizon Wireless - $2,254.93





0-7
Waterway - $3,346.10 – hose testing

Wireless Communication - $4,198




0-4
William Gardener - $598 – certification drug specialist


Michael Costello – $214.75 - reimbursement I-Chief conference
0-16

Joe’s Heating - $5,300 – air conditioning repair


0-15
TOTAL:  $106,055.24
FIRE PREVENTION BILLS:

Ernie Zih - $69.28 – reimbursement postage, Staples

F-3
Verizon - $636.39






F-3

Royal Transmission - $1,237.75 – brake repairs – Durango

F-3
TOTAL:  $1,943.42
Comm. Costello questioned the reimbursement for William Gardener.  He wanted to know if approval had been given for the program he attended for the certification for drug testing.  We never authorized Bill to get certified.  Approval for this certification should have been obtained prior to taking the course.

Comm. Perry stated that we are not having the drug testing done now by a company.  Bill was certified so he can do this for us.  A discussion followed.

Deputy Chief Pipero said that someone has to be in charge of the drug testing.  If Bill does not do it someone has to be in charge of the program.  A discussion followed.

Comm. Costello stated that we have to have Bill attend the monthly Commissioner meetings.

Comm. Perry asked if we are giving the volunteers the money for Wildwood as we have done in the past.  A discussion followed.

The Board agreed to add to the bill list the following:

Anthony Costa - $1,200 – advance Wildwood




Vincent DiLieto - $600 – advance Wildwood

Raymond Perry - $600 – advance Wildwood
Comm. DiLieto, seconded by Comm. Perry, made a motion to pay the bills read including the above advances for Wildwood, except the reimbursement for William Gardener.  Approval for this payment has been tabled until next month.  The total is now $107,857.24 plus the Fire Prevention bills totaling $1,943.42.
ROLL CALL:

Comm. Perry

Aye



Comm. DiLieto
Aye



Comm. Costello
Aye



Comm. Dipierro
Aye

OLD BUSINESS:  Joe Rumolo stated that he had more work to do on the computers and he asked the Board what he should do.  Comm. Dipierro told Joe R. that he should give the Board a proposal on what he has to do, so we know how much we are spending.

Joe said that he may have 15 or 20 more hours of work to do on the computer.  

Comm. Costello stated that he was amazed at how much software was at the I-Chief Conference.  It has become very important in assisting firefighters in doing their job. A discussion followed.
Deputy Chief Pipero stated that it is a privilege to be able to attend the I-Chief Conference with people from all around the world.  A discussion followed.

NEW BUSINESS:  Comm. Dipierro stated that he had a meeting with the Chairmen from District 2 and 3, Deputy Chief Pipero, the Chiefs from District 2 and 3 and Councilman Michael Leibowitz.  The purpose of the meeting was to talk about the idea of a Township-wide Chief.  There were no problems.  Everyone got along.  The Chiefs said that they would like to get together to rewrite SOP’s and put together By-Laws.  The Chiefs would like to work without a Township-wide Chief.  Whichever District a fire call is in that Chief would be in charge.  A discussion followed.
Councilman Leibowitz said that he will talk to the Mayor and Council on this matter.  So far there has been no response.

Comm. Dipierro thought it was a step in the right direction.  It was a good productive meeting.

Comm. Dipierro said that BCB Community Bank had requested a list of names of individuals that can cash a check there without an account.  A list has been given to them.
Comm. Dipierro said that the monthly minutes will be sent to the Clerk’s office.
CORRESPONDENCE:  Notices were received from Asbury Park Press pertaining to the Home News and Asbury Park Press stating that there was going to be a change in their format.
Minutes were received from the New Jersey State Association of Fire Districts for their quarterly meeting on June 7, 2014.
MEETING OPENED TO PUBLIC:   No Comments
Comm. DiLieto, seconded by Comm. Perry, made a motion to adjourn the public meeting.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Perry

Aye



Comm. DiLieto
Aye



Comm. Costello
Aye



Comm. Dipierro
Aye

Meeting adjourned 8:30 PM
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