MINUTES FOR THE BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS
DISTRICT NO. 1

MARCH 19, 2014
Attorney Youssouf stated that this was the reorganization meeting for the Board of Fire Commissioners.  The standard practice is that the attorney acts as the Chairman until the Board is reorganized.  

Attorney Youssouf called the meeting to order at 7:10 P.M. and opened the meeting with the announcement required by the Open Public Meetings Act (copy attached) and salute to the flag. 

Attorney Youssouf stated that the first order of business was to swear in the newly elected Commissioners.
Attorney Youssouf administered the Oath of Office to Comm. Dipierro and Comm. Perry.
ROLL CALL:

Comm. Charles Dipierro

Present




Comm. Raymond Perry

Present




Comm. Robert LeBrun

Present




Comm. Michael Costello

Present




Comm. Vincent DiLieto

Present
Attorney Youssouf stated that the next order of business is to reorganize.  
Comm. LeBrun, seconded by Comm. Perry, made a motion to nominate Comm. Dipierro for position of Chairman on the Board.  Hearing no other nominations, the nomination was closed.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Perry


Aye




Comm. LeBrun

Aye




Comm. Costello

Aye

                                    Comm. DiLieto

Aye




Comm. Dipierro

Aye
Comm. LeBrun, seconded by Comm. Costello, made a motion to nominate Comm. Perry for position of Vice-Chairman on the Board.  Hearing no other nominations, the nomination was closed.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Dipierro

Aye


    

Comm. Perry


Aye




Comm. LeBrun

Aye




Comm. Costello

Aye




Comm. DiLieto

Aye

Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. DiLieto, made a motion to nominate Comm. Costello for position of Treasurer on the Board.  Hearing no other nominations, the nomination was closed.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Dipierro

Aye


    

Comm. Perry


Aye




Comm. LeBrun

Aye




Comm. Costello

Aye

                                    Comm. DiLieto

Aye

Comm. Costello, seconded by Comm. Perry, made a motion to nominate Comm. LeBrun for position of Clerk on the Board.  Hearing no other nominations, the nomination was closed.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Dipierro

Aye


    

Comm. Perry


Aye




Comm. LeBrun

Aye




Comm. Costello

Aye

 


Comm. DiLieto

Aye

Comm. LeBrun, seconded by Comm. Perry, made a motion to nominate Comm. DiLieto for position of Assistant Clerk/Treasurer on the Board.  Hearing no other nominations, the nomination was closed.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Perry


Aye




Comm. LeBrun

Aye




Comm. Costello

Aye

                                    Comm. DiLieto

Aye




Comm. Dipierro

Aye

Attorney Youssouf stated that the Board is now re-organized.  There are a number of re-organization resolutions that have to be adopted.  
The first Resolution was the scheduling of the meeting dates for the Board for 2014.  Attorney Youssouf stated that the meetings are scheduled for the 3rd Wednesday of the month.  Attorney Youssouf read the resolution with the list of dates (attached). 
Comm. DiLieto, seconded by Comm. Perry, made a motion to adopt the Resolution scheduling the meeting dates for 2014. The meetings are to be held on the third Wednesday of each month at 7:00 P.M.
ROLL CALL:

Comm. Perry


Aye




Comm. DiLieto

Aye




Comm. LeBrun

Aye




Comm. Costello

Aye




Comm. Dipierro

Aye


Attorney Youssouf stated that the next Resolution, which he read, was for designating the official depository for the year 2014.  The depository which he listed was BCB Community Bank.  
Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. LeBrun, made a motion to adopt the Resolution designating BCB Community Bank as the official depository of District funds for the year 2014.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Dipierro

Aye


    

Comm. Perry


Aye




Comm. LeBrun

Aye




Comm. DiLieto

Aye




Comm. Costello

Aye

Attorney Youssouf stated that the next Resolution to be adopted was for designating the official newspapers for the year 2014.  Attorney Youssouf read the resolution.

Comm. DiLieto, seconded by Comm. Perry, made a motion to adopt the Resolution designating the Home News Tribune and Cranbury Press as the official newspapers of the Board for the year 2014.
ROLL CALL:

Comm. Dipierro

Aye


    

Comm. Perry


Aye




Comm. LeBrun

Aye




Comm. DiLieto

Aye




Comm. Costello

Nay
Attorney Youssouf said that the next Resolution was for the appointment of Feldman Sablosky Massoni & Co., as Board Accountants for the year 2014.

Comm. LeBrun, seconded by Comm. Costello, made a motion to adopt the Resolution appointing Feldman Sablosky Massoni & Co. Board Accountants for the year 2014.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Perry


Aye




Comm. LeBrun

Aye




Comm. Costello

Aye




Comm. DiLieto

Aye




Comm. Dipierro

Aye

Attorney Youssouf stated that the next Resolution to be adopted was for the appointment of Bonamici, Colletti, Solitario & Tierney, P.C., as District Auditors for 2014.

Comm. LeBrun, seconded by Comm. Perry, made a motion to adopt the Resolution appointing Bonamici, Colletti, Solitario & Tierney P.C., District Auditors for the year 2014.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Perry


Aye




Comm. LeBrun

Aye




Comm. Costello

Aye




Comm. DiLieto

Aye




Comm. Dipierro

Aye

Attorney Youssouf stated that the next Resolution was for the appointment of Joanne Hayes as the Board Secretary for the year 2014.
Comm. Costello, seconded by Comm. Perry, made a motion to adopt the Resolution appointing Joanne Hayes Board Secretary for the year 2014.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Dipierro

Aye


    

Comm. Perry


Aye




Comm. LeBrun

Aye




Comm. DiLieto

Aye




Comm. Costello

Aye

Attorney Youssouf stated that the next Resolution was for the appointment of Oliver L. E. Soden Agency as Insurance Agent for the year 2014.

Comm. LeBrun, seconded by Comm. Perry, made a motion to adopt the Resolution appointing the Oliver L. E. Soden Agency as Insurance Agent for the year 2014.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Perry


Aye




Comm. DiLieto

Aye




Comm. LeBrun

Aye




Comm. Costello

Aye




Comm. Dipierro

Aye

Attorney Youssouf stated that the next Resolution was for the appointment of William Gardener, as Fire District Health Care Coordinator for the year 2014.

Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. DiLieto, made a motion to adopt the Resolution appointing William J. Gardener, R.N.T., Fire District Health Care Coordinator for the year 2014.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. DiLieto

Aye

Comm. Dipierro

Aye


    

Comm. Perry


Aye




Comm. LeBrun

Aye




Comm. Costello

Aye

Attorney Youssouf stated that the next resolution was for the appointment of the Board Attorney for the year 2014.

Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. LeBrun, made a motion to adopt the Resolution appointing Joseph D. Youssouf Board Attorney for the year 2014.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. DiLieto

Aye


    

Comm. Perry


Aye




Comm. LeBrun

Aye




Comm. Costello

Aye




Comm. Dipierro

Aye

Attorney Youssouf stated that this completes the reorganization, and at this time Comm. Dipierro will take over as Chairman of the Board.  
There was a discussion on the liaison positions.  The Board agreed to keep the liaisons the same as last year.  Comm. Perry will be liaison to the Volunteer Fire Company; Comm. DiLieto will be the insurance liaison and work with Bob Soden; and Comm. Perry will continue to take care of LOSAP program.
Comm. LeBrun, seconded by Comm. Perry, made a motion to approve the minutes from the regular meeting held on February 19, 2014, subject to the same being provided to the public during and subsequent to this meeting.
ROLL CALL:


Comm. LeBrun

Aye





Comm. Perry


Aye





Comm. Costello

Aye




Comm. DiLieto

Aye





Comm. Dipierro

Aye
INSURANCE REPORT:    Comm. DiLieto stated that the Death Benefits have been paid out to the Nichols family and the Mazzio family. Everything is up-to- date.
CHIEF’S REPORT:  Deputy Chief Pipero was present and gave report (attached).  All the radios have been upgraded.  We now have a back-up channel.  Headquarters and EMS do not have it yet.  A discussion followed.
Comm. Dipierro asked what we were going to do with the old laptops.  Deputy Chief Pipero said that he put it out to District #2, but he is not sure if they want them.  There are other Departments that may be interested.  A discussion followed.

Joe Rumolo stated that these laptops still have our information on them.  They are 10 years old, and they are having trouble operating current programs.  A discussion followed.  Comm. Dipierro said that they should keep the Board informed.
The toughpads are all installed.  
Deputy Chief Pipero stated that the Fire Company had attended the wake and funeral for Fireman Joseph Bove from Spotswood.  The Fire Company tried to help as much as they could.  They were included in everything.

Deputy Chief Pipero said that he has attached a training request for the I-Chief Conference in Texas.  A discussion followed.  Also attached is a quote for Go Pro cameras for our apparatus. The Go Pro cameras are very instrumental.  There are no State contracts for them.  Deputy Chief Pipero stated that the cost for 5 Go Pros is $2,879.75.
Comm. LeBrun stated that the cameras will also help with investigations.  It helps to figure out what happens.  A discussion follows.

Deputy Chief Pipero said that this would be a good tool to have.  They would put one in the two Chief’s cars, the Engine, ladder truck and squad.

Comm. Dipierro asked the Board their feelings on the I-Chief Conference.  A discussion followed.

Comm. LeBrun, seconded by Comm. Perry, made a motion to approve the training request for 2 people to attend the I-Chief Conference in Texas.  The amount for 2 people would be $5,030.

ROLL CALL:



Comm. Costello

Aye






Comm. Perry


Aye






Comm. LeBrun

Aye






Comm. DiLieto

Aye






Comm. Dipierro

Aye
There was a discussion on the quote for the Go-Pro cameras.

Comm. LeBrun, seconded by Comm. Perry, made a motion to purchase 5 Go-Pro cameras totaling $2,879.75 (per quote).
ROLL CALL:



Comm. Costello

Aye






Comm. Perry


Aye






Comm. LeBrun

Aye






Comm. DiLieto

Aye






Comm. Dipierro

Aye
Deputy Chief Pipero stated that all the Toughpads are locked in the trucks.  In order to work on it, there are docking stations.
FIRE PREVENTION REPORT:  Fire Official Zih was present and gave report.  Ernie said that he would like to thank the Fire Company for their support to the Spotswood Fire Company following the loss of their member, Joseph Bove.  Monroe has always been a sister station to Spotswood.
Ernie stated that they are where they want to be with inspections.  There are no major investigations.  Ernie said that Todd Grossman said that the will help with the trailer.  He will start training him.
Ernie said that he is going to be sending a letter to a smoke detector company to see if he can get them at cost.  He would like to have 4 or 5 smoke detectors on hand.  We are here to save lives.

There was a discussion on the status of the shopping center that was shut down after the roof collapse.  Comm. Dipierro said that he doesn’t think any repair work has started yet.  He asked the Management company to get rid of the garbage there.  A discussion followed.
Ernie said that he will keep the Board posted.  He feels that Bob Downy made the right decision in closing all the stores in the shopping center.

Comm. Dipierro told Ernie that they are all really sorry for the loss of their Brother Firefighter.  He was a very nice individual.  The Community really came out for him.  The Spotswood Fire Company made our firefighters feel like family.  Our hearts go out to his family.

Ernie said that it was a comfort to know that Monroe was standing by.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  President Steinhauser said that they had offered any assistance to the Spotswood Fire Department that they needed during this difficult time.
Frank said that they may have to replace a wall that got wet.  The soffits have to be replaced.  A discussion followed.

LEGAL REPORT:  Attorney Youssouf said that they had a successful outing at their meeting with the Local Finance Board.  The approved the Bond issue.
Attorney Youssouf stated that the Architect and the Engineer are moving along to get the bid together.

Attorney Youssouf said that there are some Resolutions that must be adopted pertaining to this meeting.
Attorney Youssouf read the Resolution concerning review of findings and recommendations of the Local Finance Board made at a meeting of said Board on 3/12/14, and gave the Board the Group Affidavit which had to be signed by each member.   This affidavit certifies that each member has personally reviewed the findings and recommendations.
Comm. DiLieto, seconded by Comm. Costello, made a motion to adopt a Resolution stating that the each member of the Board has personally reviewed the Local Finance Board’s findings and recommendations on the proposed project financing as evidenced by group affidavit, which has been signed by each member of the Board.

ROLL CALL:



Comm. Costello

Aye






Comm. Perry


Aye






Comm. LeBrun

Aye






Comm. DiLieto

Aye






Comm. Dipierro

Aye
Attorney Youssouf stated that he had a Resolution from Bond Counsel that also had to be adopted.  This Resolution determined the form and other details of $4,500,000 Fire District Bonds of the Board of Fire Commissioners.

Comm. LeBrun, seconded by Comm. Perry, made a motion to adopt the Resolution determining the form and other details of $4,500,000 Fire District Bonds of the Board of Fire Commissioners.

ROLL CALL:



Comm. Costello

Aye






Comm. Perry


Aye






Comm. LeBrun

Aye






Comm. DiLieto

Aye






Comm. Dipierro

Aye
Attorney Youssouf stated that they will post the sale on the website.  There will be competitive bidding.
Comm. Dipierro stated that we should be rated before bonds go out.  The rating helps to get a better interest rate. A discussion followed.

The Board received a delinquent tax bill from the township for the property they just purchased.  Attorney Youssouf said that when we closed on the property the owner owed taxes.  The tax bill received in the amount of $3,304.53 reflects taxes due from the 3rd and 4th quarter of 2013 and the 1st quarter 0f 2014.  Attorney Youssouf spoke to the tax collector and he was told that if we do not pay the tax bill it will upset their budget.  Attorney Youssouf said that the Board has to pay this bill.   A discussion followed.
Attorney Youssouf stated that we are legally obligated to pay these taxes.  If we do not pay them, there will be a lien on the property.  Attorney Youssouf said that they should pay the taxes.  A discussion followed.

Comm. Dipierro stated that we should pay the taxes due, but we should send a strong letter telling them that this is our last payment.
Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. Dipierro, made a motion to pay the tax bill in the amount of $3,304.53.

ROLL CALL:


Comm. Perry


Aye





Comm. LeBrun

Aye





Comm. DiLieto

Nay





Comm. Costello

Nay





Comm. Dipierro

Aye

Comm. LeBrun stated that if we are charged any fees for this new building, we have to charge the Township inspection fees.  A discussion followed.

Attorney Youssouf stated that the property owners near the site of the new firehouse were served notices advising them of the Planning Board meeting on 3/27/14.  The application was submitted for the Capital project review.  It is a courtesy review.  Municipalities do not require variances for the building.  We are a sub-division of the Township.  The Planning Board can make comments and recommendations, but we do not have to abide by the suggestions of the Planning Board.  
Attorney Youssouf said that once we submit the applications, they have 45 days to comment on it.  
The engineer stated that they have 97% of the plans done that they are submitting.  The engineer will be at the meeting.

On the 27th of March Attorney Youssouf will make his presentation to the Planning Board.  This is the last step we have to go over before bidding.  We should be receiving bids within 3 months for the building.

Attorney Youssouf stated that the Board received the Site Plan Staff Report and Resolution from the Middlesex County Land Development Review Committee stating that the Fire House Capital Improvement Site Plan was reviewed and approved.
Attorney Youssouf said that he received a letter from the County Prosecutor’s office pertaining to the Open Public Meetings Act.  It is a violation of the law for elected officials to engage in rolling email exchanges prior to meetings to discuss business that will be decided at a public meeting.  The officials are obligated to make decisions at the meeting not before that.  A discussion followed.
Attorney Youssouf stated that you can discuss business as long as there are no major decisions made.  

ACCOUNTANT’S REPORT:  Joe Massoni was not present.  The monthly financial report had been forwarded to the Commissioners.  
TREASURER’S REPORT:  Comm. Costello read the list of bills to be paid.  They were as follows:
LINE ITEM

Amanda’s Web, LLC - $100 – website



A-8

Auto King Parts & Supplies - $217.01



0-15
Bank of America - $112.88





0-9
Bank of America - $263.85





0-9
Blue Streak Uniforms - $ 664.63, $62.90, $758.70 – uniforms
0-17
Citgo - $156.86– fuel 






0-9

Citgo - $277.22 – fuel 





0-9 
First Responder Joint Insurance Fund - $17,435 –Workers’ Comp
A-7, 0-1c



Joanne Hayes - $467.48 – reimbursement copies of blueprints

IAFC - $670 – FRI 2014 Conference

Middlesex County Fire Academy - $236, $42 – training

0-16
Middlesex County Treasurer’s - $134.56 – Personnel stand-by
A-5
Mitchell Associates Architects - $23,000



A-11a
Monroe Volunteer Fire Co. #1 - $33,750 – quarterly payment
A-10
Major Police Supply - $315

N.J. American Water - $174.40 - hydrants



A-6
Occupational Medicine Services - $285, $585, $316 - physicals
0-18





Roy Press, Inc. - $448.50 – Absentee Ballots



A-5

Royal Transmissions - $599.03, & $288.85



0-15
RumZDAD - $2,035 – installation Toughpads
Verizon Wireless - $662.64





A-7
Crest Engineering - $7,525 





A-11a

Citgo - $76.76 – fuel






0-9
ESI Equipment - $1,768 - Service contract



0-15
Monroe Township Tax Collector - $3,304.53 – taxes
Home News - $49.04 – advertising




A-1
TOTAL:  $96,781.84

FIRE PREVENTION BILLS:

Verizon - $610.64






F-3
NFPA - $1,165.50 – National Fire Code Subscription

F-3
TOTAL:  $1.776.14


Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. DiLieto, made a motion to pay the bills read.
ROLL CALL:


Comm. Perry

Aye





Comm. LeBrun
Aye





Comm. Costello
Aye





Comm. DiLieto
Aye





Comm. Dipierro
Aye

Deputy Chief Pipero stated that he had a quote from Quality Communications for docking stations for the toughpads.  A discussion followed.

Comm. LeBrun, seconded by Comm. Perry, made a motion to approve the purchase of the docking stations for the toughpads at a cost of $375 each.

ROLL CALL:


Comm. Perry

Aye





Comm. LeBrun
Aye





Comm. Costello
Aye





Comm. DiLieto
Aye





Comm. Dipierro
Aye

OLD BUSINESS:  None
NEW BUSINESS:  Comm. LeBrun stated that the new tax bills went out because of the new tax assessment. So if everyone’s taxes went up, who gets the extra money?
Comm. Dipierro stated that the re-assessment value was done and the current tax rate will change.  Some individuals taxes went up and some went down.  A discussion followed.

Comm. Dipierro stated that JCP&L, PSE&G, Verizon, and all utilities have to be notified that the Board plans to demolish the house and barn on the property purchased, and all utilities must be cut off.  We will need a letter from them in order to get a permit for the demolition.

Comm. Dipierro stated that there will be a meeting on March 27, 2014 with the Planning Board.  We have approval from the Middlesex County Planning Board.

Comm. Dipierro said that he asked Bob Mitchell to bring about 30 copies of the plans for the public.

CORRESPONDENCE:  Comm. LeBrun said that the Board received notification from Verizon stating that the email address has changed for our account.  Joe Rumolo said that the email is in his name because he has been working on setting up toughpads, etc.  When he is done it will go back to Comm. DiLieto.
Comm. LeBrun said that there was a letter requesting payment for radio licensing.  Deputy Chief Pipero said that he will check on it.  He thinks it is for our antenna.

MEETING OPENED TO PUBLIC:   No comments
Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. Costello, made a motion to adjourn the meeting.
ROLL CALL:


Comm. Perry

Aye





Comm. LeBrun
Aye





Comm. Costello
Aye





Comm. DiLieto
Aye





Comm. Dipierro
Aye

The meeting adjourned at 8:45 P.M.
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