MINUTES FOR THE BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS

DISTRICT NO. 1

JULY 17, 2013
The regular meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners was called to order at 7:04 P.M.  Secretary Hayes opened the meeting with the announcement required by the Open Public Meetings Act (copy attached) and salute to the flag.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Michael Costello
Present



Comm. Charles Dipierro
Present 



Comm. Robert LeBrun
Present   



Comm. Raymond Perry
Present 



Comm. Vincent DiLieto
Present
Comm. LeBrun, seconded by Comm. Perry, made a motion to approve the minutes from the regular meeting held on June 19, 2013, subject to the same being provided to the public during and subsequent to this meeting.

ROLL CALL:


Comm. LeBrun

Aye





Comm. Perry


Aye




Comm. Costello

Aye




Comm. DiLieto

Aye




Comm. Dipierro

Aye

INSURANCE REPORT:  Bob Soden was present and stated that he has started working on renewals for January.  Everything is “status quo”.
There was a discussion on the purchase of the new property.  Bob said that he will need the actual address of the property, and it will be added to the insurance on the closing date.  Bob said that they will need a certificate of insurance with the Board’s name on it.  A discussion followed.

CHIEF’S REPORT:  Chief Costa gave report (attached).  Chief Costa stated that the 
physicals are going on, and Bill Gardener is working on getting physicals for members going to fire school.

FIRE PREVENTION REPORT:  Fire Official Zih was present and gave report (attached).  Ernie stated that the inspections are still going strong.
Ernie said that the Resolutions have been put on the server, and each one has been identified.  It will be organized and will be useful to the Board as well.  A new computer was ordered but had to be sent back because it was the wrong one.   Ernie said that he will make sure that they receive credit for the one returned.  It was Dell’s mistake.

Ernie stated that they did the inspection at the Rec Center.  He suggested that they contact the Police Department for a lock-down policy.  A discussion followed.

Ernie said that the Bureau will have the Fire Prevention trailer at National Night Out on 8/6/13.  He will get a crew to work it.

Ernie said that there were a couple of investigations. One was a freezer fire in a garage.  They also covered for District 2 and did an investigation at Antonio’s.  A report was given to District 2.

Comm. Dipierro asked if there was any news about the sub-division on Mounts Mill Road.  Ernie said that Pat Reardon had handed in comments on this matter, but they have not heard anything.

Comm. Dipierro stated that they will need a sign-off letter from our District.  This complex will have a huge impact on our District.    It will involve different training because of the building’s size.  A discussion followed.
Ernie stated that as they get closer, he would like to have a meeting to go over procedures.

Ernie said that billing now has to be done for registrations.  Comm. Dipierro asked if Ernie knew how many businesses will be in this complex.  It will also be residences.  A discussion followed.
Ernie said that the Pre-plans will be in the Radio room.  A discussion followed.
PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Bob Murphy said that he will get estimates for windows.  A discussion followed.
LEGAL REPORT:  Attorney Youssouf stated that he had a meeting with the County and Township pertaining to the new firehouse. It went well.  Attorney Youssouf said that the County Planning Board will do away with the restrictive covenant that prohibits the vehicles from exiting onto one of the road ways.  A discussion followed.
Attorney Youssouf said that they are asking the town to waive all fees for the permits.  A discussion followed.

Attorney Youssouf told Mr. Toto, the attorney for the seller of the property, that the Board wants to close on the property by 8/1/13.  He feels the plans are going well.  The new firehouse is well designed.
Attorney Youssouf stated that he had the amended contract for the architect, which had to be signed.  He also had the contract for Crest Engineering, which also had to be signed.

Comm. DiLieto asked what fees would be waived for water hook-up, etc.  Comm. Dipierro said that he goes to the MTUD meetings and the Board of Ed had to pay for hook up and connection fees for Oak Tree School and the High School.  This could be very costly for the new building.  He does not want to see this happen here.
Comm. Dipierro said that he recommends that we send a letter to the Mayor and Council and ask that all the fees be waived for the new firehouse.  A discussion followed.

Comm. Costello said that he thinks that we have to follow through with this.  Attorney Youssouf said that he will draft a letter, but after the Board has the property and the plans to show them.  
Attorney Youssouf asked that if they do not get the fees waived will the Board ban this project.  This will appear on the referendum if the town does not waive the fees.

Ernie stated that the Bureau inspects the pump house for the MTUD, and they do not charge them a fee.  A discussion followed.
Attorney Youssouf said that he will send a letter, but we do not have the property yet.  Comm. Dipierro stated that we have to be very careful on how we ask.  It is important to us because it could be 5% or 10% of the budget.  Attorney Youssouf stated that his advice is to have it worked out before they ask for the fees to be waived.  Attorney Youssouf said that his concern is it could be a deal breaker.

ACCOUNTANT’S REPORT:  Joe Massoni stated that the monthly financial report was completed and forwarded to the Board.
Joe said that $18,000 was transferred to the payroll account to cover the quarterly payroll for the Board.  

Joe said that CD #1 will mature on 7/20/13. Joe recommended that they roll over this CD for 6 months.  A discussion followed.
Comm. Dipierro stated that he would like to start working on next year’s budget.  A discussion followed.
TREASURER’S REPORT:  Comm. Costello read the list of bills to be paid.  They were as follows:
                                                                                                    LINE ITEM

Amanda’s Web, LLC - $100 – website



A-8

Absolute Fire Protection - $178 – maintenance 51-3


0-15
Absolute Fire Protection - $508.14 – repairs



0-15

Bank of America (Business Card) - $1,982.01 fuel, computer
0-9, 0-4
Citgo - $561.56 – fuel 





0-9

Citgo - $53.96
 – fuel 






0-9 
Lonnie Pipero - $840 – I-Chief conference



0-16
Mitchell Associates Architects - $15,750



A-11a
NJ American Water - $174.40 – hydrants



A-6
National Terminal, Inc. - $1,407.48
fuel



0-9
Michael Costello - $1,099.90 – Hotel- I-Chief Conf.


0-16

Occupational Medicine Services - $1,180 – physicals

0-18
TOTAL:  $23,835.45

FIRE PREVENTION BILLS:

Verizon - $569.24 – phone






F-3
Ernie Zih - $34.78 – reimbursement batteries, postage

F-3


Treasurer State of New Jersey - $50 – subscription renewal

F-3




TOTAL:  $654.02


Transfer to Payroll Account - $18,000




Comm. LeBrun questioned the $840 for Lonnie Pipiero for the I-Chief Conference.  A discussion followed.
Comm. Dipierro stated that we must have all receipts for expenses for the I-Chief Conference.

Comm. Costello asked about the rate for the fuel from National Terminal.  Deputy Chief Steinhauser said that we are paying more because it is diesel fuel.  Comm. Costello said that it is a good price.  A discussion followed.

Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. DiLieto, made a motion to pay the bills read.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Perry

Aye



Comm. DiLieto
Aye



Comm. LeBrun
Abstain


Comm. Costello
Aye



Comm. Dipierro
Aye

Comm. Costello stated that the check we were holding in the amount of $14,044.40 payable to SAFE-T can now be mailed out because all gear was received.

OLD BUSINESS:  Comm. DiLieto stated that on July 22, there will be a meeting with the architect at 8:00 PM to go over final drawings.  A discussion followed.
NEW BUSINESS:   Comm. DiLieto asked about our service for Drug testing.  He said that he feels that it has run its course. It was originally for pre-testing for employees.  Comm. DiLieto suggested that we could use our medical services.   The drug testing could be done at the yearly physicals.  A discussion followed.
Comm. DiLieto will look into this.

CORRESPONDENCE: Comm. LeBrun stated that the Board received a 2nd notice from the Clerk’s office requesting them to complete a Financial Disclosure.  Comm. LeBrun said that they never received the first notice.  The Clerk has to have proof that the filing is done.  A discussion followed.

Comm. LeBrun said that the Board received an invitation for the Senior Center opening.

Attorney Youssouf stated that a letter was received from attorneys for Zurich American Insurance Company pertaining to flood loss claims from Super Storm Sandy.  The purpose of the letter was to advise us that September 1, 2013 is the final date for the filing of claims to the local Joint Insurance Fund relating to flood losses from Super Storm Sandy.

Attorney Youssouf was advised that there were no flood loss claims for the Fire Company.  

Meeting Opened to Public:  No comments
Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. DiLieto, made a motion to adjourn the meeting.
ROLL CALL:


Comm. DiLieto
Aye

Comm. LeBrun
Aye






Comm. Perry

Aye





Comm. Costello
Aye





Comm. Dipierro
Aye 

Meeting adjourned at 8:04 P.M.
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