MINUTES FOR THE BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS

DISTRICT NO. 1

OCTOBER 16, 2013
The regular meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners was called to order at 7:00 P.M.   Attorney Youssouf opened the meeting with the announcement required by the Open Public Meetings Act (copy attached) and salute to the flag.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Michael Costello
Present



Comm. Charles Dipierro
Present 



Comm. Vincent DiLieto
Present   



Comm. Robert LeBrun
Present 



Comm. Raymond Perry
Absent
Comm. LeBrun, seconded by Comm. DiLieto, made a motion to approve the minutes from the regular meetings held on August 21, 2013 and September 18, 2013, subject to the same being provided to the public during and subsequent to this meeting.

ROLL CALL:


Comm. LeBrun

Aye





Comm. Costello

Aye





Comm. DiLieto

Aye





Comm. Dipierro

Aye

INSURANCE REPORT:  Bob Soden was not present. Comm. DiLieto reported that he had updated the roster for the group insurance.  He added some members and deleted 11 individuals.
Comm. DiLieto stated that the insurance check was received for the damage to the Deputy Chief’s vehicle.  A discussion followed.
Comm. Dipierro stated that Bob Soden had been notified about the purchase of the property, so it can be covered by our insurance.
CHIEF’S REPORT:  Deputy Chief Steinhauser gave report (attached).  

Deputy Chief Steinhauser stated that he had a quote from Municipal Equipment Enterprises for New Jersey State contract Tahoe SSV/4x4 “Patrol” contract #82926 T-2776.  The total cost is $38,591.28.  This vehicle would replace two vehicles.  The radios will be taken out of one of the other vehicles and put into the Tahoe.  A discussion followed.
FIRE PREVENTION REPORT:  Fire Official Zih was not present due to illness.  Fire Inspector Pat Reardon gave report.  Pat stated smoke detector inspections are still strong.  There are no pending investigations.
Pat said that he had the Fire Prevention schedule for the schools, which the Line Officers will take care of; however, Deputy Chief Steinhauser said that the program for 10/17/13 may have to be cancelled if they cannot find someone to take care of it.  A discussion followed.

Pat also said that the Octoberfest at the Rec Center is on 10/20/13, and the Bureau will not be able to attend with the trailer. They contacted the County for their trailer, but they also cannot come.  A discussion followed.

Comm. Dipierro asked Pat to keep the Board informed.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Bob Murphy said that the windows and doors are done.  The trees in the back are getting trimmed.  The generator is now operational.  A discussion followed.
LEGAL REPORT:  Attorney Youssouf stated that he had a copy of the Resolution adopted at the last meeting awarding a contract for professional services to Melick-Tully and Associates, P.C.  Attorney Youssouf said that a notice of the contract award must be published in the official newspaper and posted.
Attorney Youssouf stated that all fire districts must maintain either an Internet website or a webpage on the municipality’s Internet website.  Attorney Youssouf went over the items that were required for public disclosure (attached).  This form must be checked off to show compliance and signed by the chairman.
Attorney Youssouf also had the 2014 Fire District Budget Calendar.  The introduction and approval of the budget by the Commissioners must be done 60 days prior to the election, which would be 12/17/13.  The District then sends two copies of the budget as introduced and approved to Trenton.  
Advertisement of the public hearing should be done at least 10 days prior to the hearing.  A complete copy of the approved budget should be posted at the firehouse and on website.  It should also be made available to any individual requesting a copy.  The Public Hearing should be held not less than 28 days after approval of the budget by Fire Commissioners.
The budget should be adopted no later than 25 days prior to the annual election.  The District should submit two copies of the adopted budget to the Director within 7 days after adoption.  A certified copy of the adopted budget should be returned to the District within 7 days.

The certified, adopted budget should be advertised at least 7 days prior to the annual election which is on 2/15/14.  After the election the results must be submitted to the Director within 5 days.

Attorney Youssouf stated that he had the signed Contract Addendum Number Two between the Board of Fire Commissioners of Fire District #1 Monroe Township and Mitchell Associates Architects.
Attorney Youssouf said that he was proud to announce that the Board had closed title on the property at 467 Spotswood-Englishtown Road, Monroe, New Jersey on 10/3/13.  A discussion followed.  Attorney Youssouf stated that as soon as we receive the recorded documents, he will return the excess money which was in escrow for the closing.
There was a discussion on purchasing the new vehicle.  Attorney Youssouf said that at this time it is a state contract, so it does not have to be bid.  Joe Massoni said that there were adequate funds to make the purchase.

Comm. LeBrun, seconded by Comm. DiLieto made a motion to approve the purchase of the 2014 Chevrolet Tahoe as per the quote received at the state contract (#82926) price of $38,591.28.

ROLL CALL:


Comm. LeBrun

Aye





Comm. Costello

Aye





Comm. DiLieto

Aye





Comm. Dipierro

Aye

Meeting opened to public:

Attorney Youssouf stated that there were residents present who were interested in obtaining information pertaining to the new firehouse; therefore, the order of the regular meeting will be interrupted so Mr. Mitchell, the Architect, can give his presentation and answer questions from the public.

Mr. Mitchell gave his power-point presentation which outlined the project steps.  The first step was programming.  Mr. Mitchell explained the reason for a new firehouse was because an enlarged size was needed to house the trucks and store the gear. More space was needed for the men to be able to put on gear safely.  A laundry- room was also needed to wash the gear in case of contamination.  A discussion followed in which Mr. Mitchell compared the space of the old firehouse to the proposed new one and explained how it would benefit the fire company.

The public expressed their concerns especially for the safety of the children in the area.  The school bus stop is right by the site of the new firehouse. Mr. Mitchell stated that the trucks will be leaving to respond to a fire onto Spotswood-Englishtown Road and will return down Brandy into the back of the firehouse.  A discussion followed.

Comm. Dipierro made a suggestion that possibly they could provide a shelter at the bus stop for the children.

Deputy Chief Steinhauser said that the truck drivers are trained and aware on how to handle buses and bus drivers know how to handle fire trucks.  The trucks cannot pass a school bus.  A discussion followed.
The public expressed their disappointment in the fact that there was no prior notice of the intent of the Board to purchase this property for construction of a firehouse, so they were unable to fight against it before it was a done deal.  

The public wanted to know why it had to be such a big building.  They suggested that they design a two floor structure.  A discussion followed.

Mr. Mitchell explained how the firehouse would be situated on the three acres.  There will be fences along the property line and tress planted.  A discussion followed.

Ms. Lorali Totten, an engineer from Crest Engineering Associates, Inc., gave a presentation on the site plan.

Attorney Youssouf stated that the Township’s needs for fire protection have increased within the last 20 years.  There have been many discussions on where to build.  They tried to find a location where the volunteers could respond to quickly.

The public said that they were aware that the Township had offered property in another location for the firehouse.  Comm. Dipierro explained why this property was not a good option because of environmental issues.  A discussion followed.

Mr. Mitchell explained that the current firehouse, which is owned by the volunteers, is no longer functional.  The new firehouse will be designed for future growth and training.  A discussion followed.

The public brought up the issue of water pressure because they state that it is low already and fear it will be worse with the firehouse operating there.  A discussion followed.
Individuals stated that they would like to see if the driveway can lead out to Texas Road and not Brandy.    One problem with this was that Texas Road may be too narrow to turn the trucks around.  A discussion followed.

Another fear that the residents had was that the firehouse would bring down the value of their property if they wanted to sell their home.  They were also concerned about the noise.  The residents were told that there would be no siren at the new firehouse.  Also the firehouse would not have any rooms available to rent for events.  

Ms. Totten from Crest Engineering said she would see if it could be feasible to make some changes pertaining to the driveways.  A discussion followed.

Comm. Dipierro stated that the Board invited the neighboring residents to come to hear their concerns, and suggested that they attend the monthly Commissioner’s meetings to keep informed of this project.  The monthly meetings are held on the third Wednesday of the month at 7:00 PM.  We want to be good neighbors.

After the public portion, the regular meeting resumed.

ACCOUNTANT’S REPORT:  Joe Massoni was present and gave his report.  Joe stated that he will have the 2014 budget ready for the November meeting.  He will need the numbers from the Fire Prevention Bureau and the Volunteers’ wish list for equipment.

Joe said that so far there were no issues with the line items.  Joe also wanted to confirm that the vehicle that the Board approved to purchase was the Fire Safety vehicle and not the Chief’s vehicle.

Attorney Youssouf stated that we did not submit an application to the Local Finance Board yet because we did not have the exact numbers.  We now have the estimate from NASCO Construction Services, Inc.  He, therefore, would like the Board’s permission to send it to the Bond Counsel and have them submit an application to the Local Finance Board.  The amount will be for 4 ½ million dollars.  A discussion followed.

Mr. Mitchell stated that he would like to get a second estimate.  A discussion followed.

Attorney Youssouf said that he would have the application submitted to the Local Finance Board for 4 ½ million dollars.  They will get authorization to get the bonds.  A discussion followed.

Ms. Totten from Crest Engineering said that she would look over the plans again and try to make some adjustments as suggested by the residents.
TREASURER’S REPORT:  Comm. Costello read the list of bills to be paid.  They were as follows:
LINE ITEM

Amanda’s Web, LLC - $100 – website



A-8

Bank of America (Business Card) - $880.74 fuel, training

0-9, 0-16

Bank of America (Business Card) - $615.08



0-9, 0-16
Citgo - $151.85 – fuel 





0-9

Citgo - $179.00 – fuel 





0-9 
Circle Janitorial Supplies, South - $57 – liners


0-8
FF1 Professional Safety Services - $3,100 – equipment

0-4
FF1 Professional Safety Services - $1,375.41 - equipment

0-4
Grainger - $888 – gas detectors




Mitchell Associates Architects - $16,500  



A-11a
Monroe Fire District #1 – $32,500 – 3rd quarter payment

A-10

NJ American Water - $174.40 – hydrants (Aug)


A-6
NJ American Water - $174.40 – hydrants (Sept)


A-6
Occupational Medicine Services - $2,055 – physicals

0-18
Township of Monroe - $750





0-16
Verizon Wireless - $493.66





0-7
VFIS - $14,450.04 – insurance




A-7

Joseph Youssouf - $7,870 – legal fees



A-11
TOTAL:  $82,314.58

FIRE PREVENTION BILLS:

Alert-All - $500 – Fire Prevention material



F-3
Verizon - $575.26 – phone
 





F-3
Verizon - $586.90 – phone






F-3
Ernie Zih - $284.61 – reimbursement
- windows software

F-3


Ernie Zih - $132.38 – reimb. Food & smoke for trailer

F-3

Ernie Zih - $35 – reimb. Membership International Assoc.

F-3
Pat Reardon - $46 – reimbursement postage



F-3
Pat Reardon - $450 – reimbursement arson class


F-3
NFPA - $288.33 – Fire prevention material



F-3
TOTAL:  $2898.48


Transfer to Payroll account - $20,000`



Comm. LeBrun, seconded by Comm. DiLieto, made a motion to pay the bills read.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. LeBrun
Aye



Comm. DiLieto
Aye



Comm. Costello
Aye



Comm. Dipierro
Aye

OLD BUSINESS:  Comm. DiLieto asked if we could get a second estimate for the firehouse in order to get a better price.  Mr. Mitchell agreed and suggested that they get a second estimate.  A discussion followed.
Comm. DiLieto, seconded by Comm. LeBrun, made a motion to authorize the Board to get a second estimate for the firehouse from the contracting company, EPIC.  The amount for the estimate is not to succeed $4,500.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. LeBrun
Aye



Comm. DiLieto
Aye



Comm. Costello
Aye



Comm. Dipierro
Aye

NEW BUSINESS:   Comm. Dipierro stated that we will get a second opinion, but we do not want to ask the public for another million dollars.  A discussion followed.
CORRESPONDENCE:  Comm. LeBrun stated that the Board received a letter from I.A.F.F. Local requesting a donation during their annual fund drive.  Comm. Lebrun said that their Union should send a letter out to all tax payers to disregard this letter.  A discussion followed.
Comm. LeBrun stated that the Board received a letter from one of the volunteers who stated that he had a 12 year old cousin who suffered from Autism.  This child collected fire company memorabilia, and he asked if he could give him an old helmet from MTVFC #1.  A discussion followed.

Comm. LeBrun said that he did not have a problem giving him an emblem, but not a helmet.  Comm. Costello stated that the Board decided a couple of months ago not to give out any equipment.

Attorney Youssouf stated that the Board does not have authority to give out gifts of publicly owned property.  A discussion followed.

Comm. Dipierro said that the Board asked the residents to come to this meeting, and he thinks it was a good meeting.  Comm. Dipierro stated that we should have a restriction that the new building cannot be rented out to anyone.  A discussion followed.

Comm. Dipierro also suggested that they put a shelter in for the children waiting for the school bus.  We also have to work on the driveway and put up extra fencing.  A discussion followed.

Comm. Costello, seconded by Comm. LeBrun, made a motion to adjourn the meeting.
ROLL CALL:


Comm. DiLieto
Aye





Comm. LeBrun
Aye





Comm. Costello
Aye





Comm. Dipierro
Aye 

Meeting adjourned at 10:15 P.M.
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