MINUTES FOR THE BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS

DISTRICT NO. 1

DECEMBER 18, 2013
The regular meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners was called to order at 7:05 P.M.  Attorney Youssouf opened the meeting with the announcement required by the Open Public Meetings Act (copy attached) and salute to the flag.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Michael Costello
Present



Comm. Charles Dipierro
Present 



Comm. Robert LeBrun
Present   



Comm. Raymond Perry
Present 



Comm. Vincent DiLieto
Present
Comm. Costello stated that there was a correction to be made to the November 20, 2013 minutes.  It is to be corrected to show that Comm. DiLieto read the Treasurer’s Report and not Comm. Costello.  Comm. LeBrun, seconded by Comm. Perry, made a motion to approve the minutes from the regular meeting held on November 20, 2013, with this correction, subject to the same being provided to the public during and subsequent to this meeting.

ROLL CALL:


Comm. LeBrun

Aye





Comm. Perry


Aye




Comm. Costello

Aye




Comm. DiLieto

Aye




Comm. Dipierro

Aye

INSURANCE REPORT:  Bob Soden was present and gave report.  Bob said that he submitted the renewal for the Accident and Sickness policy.  Bob stated that he received the $25,000 Death Benefit for William Arfken, which he delivered to his wife, Susan.  Mrs. Arfken was very appreciative.
Comm. Dipierro asked Bob if the Budget numbers for insurance for 2014 were good.  Bob said that they were.

Comm. Dipierro stated that soon we will be going out to bid for contractors for the new firehouse, so he wanted to know if this was something that we had to let the current carrier be made aware of.

Bob said that we have the liability on the property already.  Comm. Dipierro stated that as we get closer, we will have to make sure that the contractors have certifications of insurance.  Bob said that he will help them with the proper wording on the certifications of insurance.  A discussion followed.

Comm. DiLieto stated that he had submitted a claim last night.  It was just for notification.  No one went to the hospital.
Comm. Dipierro said that on Monday, the Fire Company will receive the new vehicle so he wanted Comm. DiLieto to give Bob the VIN number and any other pertinent information.  Comm. Dipierro told the Chief to make sure that the vehicle did not leave the property until it is properly insured.  A discussion followed.

Comm. Dipierro stated that we have the Purchase Order for the Vehicle.  Bob asked him to let him know the serial number, etc.  This information should be on the PO.

Comm. LeBrun stated that we have to make sure that the Title of this vehicle is in the name of the Monroe Board of Fire Commissioners District 1.

Comm. Dipierro thanked Bob and his staff for doing a good job this year.

CHIEF’S REPORT:  Chief Costa gave report.  Comm. Dipierro asked about the physicals and everything with Bill Gardener.  Chief Costa said that everything was done.
Comm. Dipierro said that he noticed that there was a request for a purchase from Quality Communication for 7 Tough pads and installation.  A discussion followed.

These Tough pads will replace the old ones, which are pretty useless.  Comm. LeBrun said that he would like to see if we could get something for the old ones.  Comm. Dipierro agreed.   A discussion followed.

Comm. Dipierro stated that Joe Massoni said that there was money in the budget to make this purchase.  He will be doing Line Item Transfers tonight.

Comm. Dipierro asked about the warranty.  Chief Costa said it was for 3 three years for parts and labor.  The total cost is $29,871.42.  Quote dated 10/15/13.  It is State Contract.
Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. LeBrun, made a motion to approve the purchase of 7 Tough Pads and installation at a cost of $29,871.42 from Quality Communications per quote.
ROLL CALL:

Comm. Perry


Aye




Comm. LeBrun

Aye




Comm. DiLieto

Aye




Comm. Costello

Aye




Comm. Dipierro

Aye

Chief Costa stated that they did not receive the bill yet for the boarding of the windows and doors of the house on the newly acquired property.
Comm. Dipierro said that the Board received a tax bill for this property but he does not know why.  Attorney Youssouf stated that this was paid at the closing.  
Chief Costa said that the Fire Company will be going out with Santa on Saturday.

FIRE PREVENTION REPORT:  Fire Official Zih was present and gave report (attached).  Ernie stated that the inspections are still going strong.  There are no pending investigations.  
Ernie stated that he received a stand-by Subpoena for a 2010 fire.  Ernie will have to meet with the Prosecutor.    Ernie said that he has everything in his records. It is a Criminal case.  A discussion followed.  Attorney Youssouf said that Ernie could call him if he needed his assistance.

Ernie said that the Carbonite cloud back-up was installed.  He has the bill which states prices for one, two or three years.  There is a substantial savings to sign up for 3 years.  A discussion followed.

Comm. Dipierro said that he feels we should get it for 3 years.  The price is $1,349.98.    A discussion followed.  
Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. LeBrun, made a motion to sign up for the Carbonite cloud back-up for 3 years at the price of $1,349.98.  This will be added to the bill list.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Perry


Aye




Comm. LeBrun

Aye




Comm. DiLieto

Aye




Comm. Costello

Aye




Comm. Dipierro

Aye

Comm. Dipierro asked Ernie if the Police Department had contacted him yet in reference to lock-down policies.  Ernie said that they did not. A discussion followed.
Comm. Dipierro stated that the Fire Prevention Bureau does a good job and the Board appreciates it.  They stay on top of education and they keep the public informed. He wanted to thank the Bureau again for a good year.
Pat Reardon stated that there was legislation that passed the Senate panel that would require newly constructed single-family and two-family homes to have a fire sprinkler system.  A discussion followed.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Bob Murphy asked if the Board reimbursed the Fire Company for the replacement windows and doors.  The amount of $6,900 was approved at the last meeting.  There is a check this evening for the Fire Company in this amount.
Comm. Dipierro asked the Fire Company to keep an eye on the property on Avenue K and the new property purchased and to make sure that if it needs to be cleaned that the Fire Company takes care of it.

Bob Murphy stated that Frank Steinhauser will be taking over as President in the New Year.

LEGAL REPORT:  Attorney Youssouf stated that the most important thing that they have to do tonight is introduce the budget for 2014.  Joe Massoni has the Resolution, but wishes to consult with the Board in Executive Session before it is approved.
Attorney Youssouf said that the Board is going to be seeking from the Local Finance Board approval for financing. Attorney Youssouf stated that he was advised by Bond Counsel that the best way to proceed is to have a financial advisor place the note and negotiate the rates. 
Attorney Youssouf read a resolution authorizing proposal for certain financial advisory services. The proposal is awarded to the firm of Phoenix Advisors, LLC.  Attorney Youssouf said that he has worked with this firm and they are very good.
Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. LeBrun, made a motion to adopt the resolution authorizing proposal for certain financial advisory services to be awarded to the firm of Phoenix Advisors, LLC, without competitive bidding.  They will provide specialized financial services necessary in connection with the authorization and the issuance of the bonds by the Board
ROLL CALL:

Comm. Perry


Aye




Comm. LeBrun

Aye




Comm. DiLieto

Aye




Comm. Costello

Aye




Comm. Dipierro

Aye

Attorney Youssouf stated that he sent a letter to the Clerk’s office, which was a formal request to waive the development fees for the firehouse project.
This request is based on the fact that the Board of Fire Commissioners is a sub-Division of the Municipal Government and is supported by tax-payers dollars collected by the Municipality.  If we have to pay the fees the net effect will be that the tax- payers have to pay more.  A discussion followed.
Attorney Youssouf said that these plans are for a Capitol project review.  They have 45 days to comment.  They cannot disapprove.  They can only make suggestions on revisions that we can consider but don’t have to do.  Attorney Youssouf stated that our engineers and architects prepared very good plans.
This 45 days to review, holds us up to go out to bid.  You cannot spend public funds until the plans are reviewed.  A discussion followed.

Comm. Dipierro stated that he picked up the plans from Crest Engineering and brought them to the Planning Board.  He was told by the Planning Board to drop off the plans with a check and full application.  Wayne Hamilton told the Planning Board to treat this application the same as the other two Fire Districts were treated when they submitted plans for their firehouses.  This is when Comm. Dipierro asked Attorney Youssouf to write the letter requesting that the town waive the fees.  A discussion followed.
Comm. Dipierro said that he had a meeting with the Executive Director of the MTUD, their engineer and Lorali from Crest Engineering.  They went over the plans and everything they wanted.  The issue of fees came up and we were asked to give two checks payable to the MTUD for $500 each for water and sewer.  These are preliminary fees.  We were told DEP regulates fees.  A discussion followed.
Comm. Dipierro said that they did have information showing the past five years of water usage for the Fire Company.  This information helped to give the MTUD an idea of the numbers.

We do not know what the fees will be.  Comm. Dipierro said that we have to be prepared.  We do not know if we will be on the agenda for the next Council meeting.  We need to know fast.  It is up to us to make sure we get on the agenda. We need to get the building permit.  A discussion followed.

Attorney Youssouf stated that this concluded his Legal Report.  He read the Resolution to go into Executive Session to discuss attorney-client privileged matters and pending or anticipated litigation.
Comm. DiLieto, seconded by Comm. LeBrun, made a motion to adopt the Resolution to go into Executive Session to discuss attorney-client privileged matters and pending or anticipated litigation.
ROLL CALL:


Comm. DiLieto
Aye





Comm. LeBrun
Aye





Comm. Perry

Aye





Comm. Costello
Aye





Comm. Dipierro
Aye

Public meeting closed 7:50 PM

Public meeting re-opened 8:13 PM
Attorney Youssouf stated that he had the Budget for 2014.  Attorney Youssouf read the 2014 Budget Resolution.  The annual budget introduced reflects Total Revenues of $1,947,800, which includes amount to be raised by taxation of $1,601,645.

Comm. LeBrun, seconded by Comm. DiLieto, made a motion to adopt the 2014 Budget Resolution approving the 2014 Budget introduced, which reflects Total Revenues of $1,947,800, which includes amount to be raised by taxation of $1,601,645.
ROLL CALL:


Comm. DiLieto
Aye





Comm. LeBrun
Aye





Comm. Perry

Aye





Comm. Costello
Aye





Comm. Dipierro
Aye

Attorney Youssouf stated that he will advertise the budget and they will conduct the Public Hearing on January 15, 2014.

Attorney Youssouf said that it is necessary to adopt a Resolution for a Line Item transfer.

Comm. DiLieto, seconded by Comm. Perry made a motion to adopt a Resolution to transfer $30,000 from 0-2 (Shared Services Agreement) to A-11a (Other professional fees).

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Perry


Aye




Comm. LeBrun

Aye




Comm. DiLieto

Aye




Comm. Costello

Aye




Comm. Dipierro

Aye

ACCOUNTANT’S REPORT:  Joe Massoni stated that he had prepared the additional checks requested.
TREASURER’S REPORT:  Comm. Costello read the list of bills to be paid.  They were as follows: 
LINE ITEM

Amanda’s Web, LLC - $100 – website



A-8

Absolute Fire Protection - $3,486.66 – repairs 51-3


0-15
Absolute Fire Protection - $292.50 – repairs brush truck

0-15
Bank of America - $196.10– fuel 




0-9
Business Radio Licensing – $65 – renewal



0-8
Citgo - $37.30 – fuel 






0-9

Citgo - $44.03 – fuel 






0-9 
Crest Engineering - $33,000 – engineering services


A-11a
Crest Engineering - $9,278.75 – engineering & surveying serv.
A-11a
D&A Auto Parts - $327.50





0-8
Especially For You Florist - $117.69 – flowers - Arfken

FF1 Professional Safety Services - $2,143.36


0-4
Freehold Soil Conservation District – 2,895

Jerry Noonon - $7,415.94 – repairs Ford Exped


0-15
Mitchell Associates Architects - $22,000 



A-11a
Verizon Wireless - $492.86





0-7
Verizon Wireless - $493.23





0-7
MTVFC#1 - $32,500 – 4th quarter payment



A-10
MTUD - $500 – submission fee - water

MTUD - $500 – submission fee - sewer

N.J. American Water - $174.40 – hydrants



A-6
Occupational Medicine Services - $130 – physical


0-18
Universal licensing - $95 – renewal




0-8
Municipal Equipment Enterprises - $38,591.28 Tahoo

TOTAL:  $154,876.60

FIRE PREVENTION BILLS:

Blue Streak - $66.90 – uniform accessories



F-3
Monroe Auto Body – $100 – reimbursement registration fee
F-3
Verizon - $590.14 – phone
 





F-3
Ernie Zih - $203.56 – reimbursement postage, gift cards

F-3
Carbonite – $1,349.98 – 3 yr., subscription 



F-3
TOTAL:  $2,310.58


Comm. LeBrun stated that 7 Tough Pads from Quality Communications System in the amount of $29, 871.42 was to be included in bill list.  This would bring total to $184,748.02.
Comm. Dipierro stated that the check for the new vehicle should be placed in the safe.  Comm. Dipierro will take the two checks payable to the MTUD and deliver them.
Comm. DiLieto, seconded by Comm. LeBrun, made a motion to pay the bills read.
ROLL CALL:

Comm. Perry

Aye



Comm. DiLieto
Aye



Comm. LeBrun
Aye


Comm. Costello
Aye



Comm. Dipierro
Aye

OLD BUSINESS:  Comm. DiLieto asked what the Board wanted to do with the Crown Vic.  A discussion followed.  Comm. Dipierro said that when the new vehicle comes in they will decide.
Joe Massoni stated that they will need to do additional Line Item Transfers.

Comm. LeBrun, seconded by Comm. DiLieto, made a motion to adopt Resolutions for Line Item Transfers as follows:  $20,000 from 0-15 (Repairs/Maintenance) to 0-4 (Equipment Acquisition) and $10,000 from 0-2 (Shared Service Agreement) to 0-4 (Equipment Acquisition).

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Perry

Aye



Comm. DiLieto
Aye



Comm. LeBrun
Aye



Comm. Costello
Aye



Comm. Dipierro
Aye

NEW BUSINESS:   Comm. LeBrun stated that he may not be at the next Commissioner’s meeting.

CORRESPONDENCE:  Comm. LeBrun stated that the Board received a Thank You from the Arfken family for flowers sent.  There was also a copy of the letter to Mrs. 
Arfken for the Death Benefit she received.  The Board received the minutes from the District Association meeting.

Meeting Opened to Public:  No comments
Comm. DiLieto, seconded by Comm. LeBrun, made a motion to adjourn the public meeting.
ROLL CALL:


Comm. LeBrun

Aye





Comm. Perry


Aye





Comm. DiLieto

Aye





Comm. Costello

Aye





Comm. Dipierro

Aye

Public meeting adjourned 8:28 PM.
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