MINUTES FOR THE BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS
DISTRICT NO. 1

MARCH 20, 2013
Attorney Youssouf stated that this was the reorganization meeting for the Board of Fire Commissioners.  The standard practice is that the attorney acts as the Chairman until the Board is reorganized.  

Attorney Youssouf called the meeting to order at 7:10 P.M. and opened the meeting with the announcement required by the Open Public Meetings Act (copy attached) and salute to the flag. 

Attorney Youssouf stated that the first order of business was to swear in the newly elected Commissioner.
Attorney Youssouf administered the Oath of Office to Comm. DiLieto.
ROLL CALL:

Comm. Charles Dipierro

Present




Comm. Raymond Perry

Present




Comm. Robert LeBrun

Present




Comm. Michael Costello

Present




Comm. Vincent DiLieto

Present
Attorney Youssouf stated that the next order of business is to reorganize.  Attorney Youssouf asked if the Board wished to keep the same offices for the Commissioners.
Comm. Costello, seconded by Comm. Perry, made a motion that the Commissioners keep their same office which they held in 2012.  The positions were as follows:



Comm. Dipierro

Chairman



Comm. Perry


Vice-Chairman



Comm. Costello

Treasurer
                                    Comm. LeBrun

Clerk



Comm. DiLieto

Assistant Clerk/Treasurer

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Dipierro

Aye


    

Comm. Perry


Aye




Comm. LeBrun

Aye




Comm. Costello

Aye




Comm. DiLieto

Aye

Attorney Youssouf stated that the Board is now re-organized.  There are a number of re-organization resolutions that have to be adopted.  
The first Resolution was the scheduling of the meeting dates for the Board for 2013.  Attorney Youssouf stated that the meetings are scheduled for the 3rd Wednesday of the month.  Attorney Youssouf read the resolution with the list of dates (attached). 
Comm. LeBrun, seconded by Comm. Perry, made a motion to adopt the Resolution scheduling the meeting dates for 2013. The meetings are to be held on the third Wednesday of each month at 7:00 P.M.
ROLL CALL:

Comm. Perry


Aye




Comm. DiLieto

Aye




Comm. LeBrun

Aye




Comm. Costello

Aye




Comm. Dipierro

Aye


Attorney Youssouf stated that the next Resolution, which he read, was for designating the official depository for the year 2013.  The depository which he listed was BCB Community Bank.  
Comm. LeBrun, seconded by Comm. Perry, made a motion to adopt the Resolution designating BCB Community Bank as the official depository of District funds for the year 2013.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Dipierro

Aye


    

Comm. Perry


Aye




Comm. LeBrun

Aye




Comm. DiLieto

Aye




Comm. Costello

Aye

Attorney Youssouf stated that the next Resolution to be adopted was for designating the official newspapers for the year 2013.  Attorney Youssouf read the resolution.

Comm. DiLieto, seconded by Comm. Perry, made a motion to adopt the Resolution designating the Home News Tribune and Cranbury Press as the official newspapers of the Board for the year 2013.
ROLL CALL:

Comm. Dipierro

Aye


    

Comm. Perry


Aye




Comm. LeBrun

Aye




Comm. DiLieto

Aye




Comm. Costello

Aye

Attorney Youssouf said that the next Resolution was for the appointment of Feldman Sablosky Massoni & Co., as Board Accountants for the year 2013.

Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. LeBrun, made a motion to adopt the Resolution appointing Feldman Sablosky Massoni & Co. Board Accountants for the year 2013.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Perry


Aye




Comm. LeBrun

Aye




Comm. Costello

Aye




Comm. DiLieto

Aye




Comm. Dipierro

Aye

Attorney Youssouf stated that the next Resolution to be adopted was for the appointment of Bonamici, Colletti, Solitario & Tierney, P.C., as District Auditors for 2013.

Comm. LeBrun, seconded by Comm. Costello, made a motion to adopt the Resolution appointing Bonamici, Colletti, Solitario & Tierney P.C., District Auditors for the year 2013.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Perry


Aye




Comm. LeBrun

Aye




Comm. Costello

Aye




Comm. DiLieto

Aye




Comm. Dipierro

Aye

Attorney Youssouf stated that the next Resolution was for the appointment of Joanne Hayes as the Board Secretary for the year 2013.
Comm. LeBrun, seconded by Comm. Perry, made a motion to adopt the Resolution appointing Joanne Hayes Board Secretary for the year 2013.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Dipierro

Aye


    

Comm. Perry


Aye




Comm. LeBrun

Aye




Comm. DiLieto

Aye




Comm. Costello

Aye

Attorney Youssouf stated that the next Resolution was for the appointment of Oliver L. E. Soden Agency as Insurance Agent for the year 2013.

Comm. DiLieto, seconded by Comm. Perry, made a motion to adopt the Resolution appointing the Oliver L. E. Soden Agency as Insurance Agent for the year 2013.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Perry


Aye




Comm. DiLieto

Aye




Comm. LeBrun

Aye




Comm. Costello

Aye




Comm. Dipierro

Aye

Attorney Youssouf stated that the next resolution was for the appointment of the Board Attorney for the year 2013.

Comm. LeBrun, seconded by Comm. Perry, made a motion to adopt the Resolution appointing Joseph D. Youssouf Board Attorney for the year 2013.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. DiLieto

Aye


    

Comm. Perry


Aye




Comm. LeBrun

Aye




Comm. Costello

Aye




Comm. Dipierro

Aye

Attorney Youssouf stated that the next Resolution was for the appointment of William Gardener, as Fire District Health Care Coordinator for the year 2013.

Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. DiLieto, made a motion to adopt the Resolution appointing William J. Gardener, R.N.T., Fire District Health Care Coordinator for the year 2013.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. DiLieto

Aye

Comm. Dipierro

Aye


    

Comm. Perry


Aye




Comm. LeBrun

Aye




Comm. Costello

Aye

Attorney Youssouf stated that this completes the reorganization, and at this time Comm. Dipierro will take over as Chairman of the Board.  
There was a discussion on the liaison for the Volunteer Fire Company.

Comm. Dipierro, seconded by Comm. LeBrun, made a motion that Comm. Perry be the liaison to the Volunteer Fire Company,

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Dipierro

Aye




Comm. DiLieto

Aye


    

Comm. Perry


Aye




Comm. LeBrun

Aye




Comm. Costello

Aye

Comm. LeBrun, seconded by Comm. Perry, made a motion that Comm. DiLieto should remain the insurance liaison and work with Bob Soden. 

ROLL CALL:


Comm. Dipierro

Aye





Comm. LeBrun

Aye





Comm. Perry


Aye





Comm. DiLieto

Aye





Comm. Costello

Aye

Comm. DiLieto, seconded by Comm. LeBrun, made a motion that Comm. Perry continue to take care of the LOSAP program.
ROLL CALL:


Comm. Dipierro

Aye





Comm. LeBrun

Aye





Comm. Perry


Aye





Comm. DiLieto

Aye





Comm. Costello

Aye

Comm. LeBrun, seconded by Comm. Perry, made a motion to approve the minutes from the regular meeting held on February 20, 2013, subject to the same being provided to the public during and subsequent to this meeting.
ROLL CALL:


Comm. LeBrun

Aye





Comm. Perry


Aye





Comm. Costello

Aye




Comm. DiLieto

Aye





Comm. Dipierro

Aye
INSURANCE REPORT:    Comm. DiLieto stated that next month’s bill has been submitted for First Responder’s quarterly payment.
Comm. Dipierro stated that once the Board closes on the new property, it will have to be added to the insurance policy.  Attorney Youssouf stated that the tenant on the property must be notified.  A discussion followed.
CHIEF’S REPORT:  Chief Costa was present and gave report (attached).  Chief Costa stated that attached to his report were quotes for air bottles, survivor lights, gear, and hose.  Chief Costa stated that they definitely needed air bottles and lights.  A discussion followed.
Comm. Dipierro suggested that they purchase half now.   A discussion followed.

Comm. Dipierro asked what they will do with the old hose.  Deputy Chief Steinhauser stated that there is no old hose.  This hose they want to purchase will be replacing damaged hose from last year.  Also, there are about 20 air packs that will have to be replaced next year, at a cost of over $4,000 each.  These air packs will be O.K. for this year, but we will need to replace them next year.
There was a discussion on the hose.  Deputy Chief Steinhauser stated that they purchased what we needed last year.  He feels that we do not have a cushion anymore.  They do have enough of the hose line that they fight fires with.  A discussion followed.

Comm. LeBrun, seconded by Comm. Perry, made a motion to approve the purchases requested by Chief Costa, as per his quotes.
ROLL CALL:



Comm. Costello

Aye






Comm. Perry


Aye






Comm. LeBrun

Aye






Comm. DiLieto

Aye






Comm. Dipierro

Aye
FIRE PREVENTION REPORT:  Fire Official Zih was present and gave report.  Ernie stated that the inspections are picking up, as well as smoke detector certifications.
Ernie stated that at the County meeting, they will be judging some of the posters handed in by the school children.  The turn-out was tremendous in the amount of posters received.  Kids went home and practiced Fire Prevention.  A discussion followed.
Ernie said that he had a juvenile fire setter and did an assessment for this 6 year old.  He worked with the child and his parents to help.  It worked out very well.

Ernie stated that the computers are up-to-date.  They should be set for 5 years with the anti-virus.

Ernie said that he is still waiting for a school lock down meeting with the police.  The police Chiefs are working on a County level on this matter.

Fire Inspector Reardon stated that the medical oxygen law was passed which stated that the providers of medical oxygen to a residence must notify fire companies of accurate information concerning the presence of medical oxygen in a residence.  These providers must also notify the fire companies when the medical oxygen has been removed from the residence.
Ernie stated that the posters are on the website.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  President Robert Murphy stated that the new doors are in.  They will be working on the generator soon.  Also, they will be getting quotes to change the windows.  A discussion followed.

LEGAL REPORT:  Attorney Youssouf stated that at the last meeting he mentioned that KME had been awarded a five-year cooperative purchasing contract by the State of New Jersey to provide  a variety of fire apparatus models at a discounted price structure to qualified municipalities and fire districts.  Attorney Youssouf said that Pierce has now joined New Jersey Cooperative Purchasing Contract for firefighting vehicles.  A discussion followed.  
Attorney Youssouf stated that the Finance Board wants companies to use the State Contract.  If you are going to purchase a fire apparatus, try to get one with the state contract.  A discussion followed.
Attorney Youssouf stated that he had the Resolution awarding the contract for professional services to Mitchell Associates architects, which was adopted at the December, 2012 meeting.  A discussion followed.

Attorney Youssouf said that the Board received the survey and Title search for the property they are in the process of purchasing.  Crest is in the process of completing the additional work that needs to be done.  A discussion followed.

Attorney Youssouf said that they have asked the Bond Counsel to prepare the application for the Local Finance Board.  He feels that within the next two months they will be able to close on the property.

Attorney Youssouf stated that there is a Bill that could move the Fire elections to June.  He feels that this is not a good idea.  He will keep the Board posted on this.

ACCOUNTANT’S REPORT:  Joe Massoni gave his report.  Joe stated that the tax money in the amount of $302,353.75 was received from the township and deposited.  Joe said that CD#2 is maturing on 3/21/13, but based on upcoming expenses, he recommends that they put this money into the checking account.  He recommends that they keep this money liquid.   A discussion followed.
Comm. Dipierro stated that the Volunteer Fire Company received a check from FEMA for damages incurred from Hurricane Sandy.  Comm. Dipierro suggested that Joe calculate the total cost for repairs for the damages.  The Board received insurance money for some of the damage as well.  Comm. Dipierro feels that the Fire Company should use the FEMA money to reimburse the Board for expenses for repairs not covered by the insurance money received.  A discussion followed.
TREASURER’S REPORT:  Comm. Costello read the list of bills to be paid.  They were as follows:









LINE ITEM

Amanda’s Web, LLC - $100 – website



A-8

Absolute Fire Protection - $547.78 – repairs 51-4


0-15
Absolute Fire Protection - $1,239.73 – maintenance 51-4

0-15
Absolute Fire Protection - $450.40 – 54 Link Chain


0-4
Advanced Air Systems - $1,568.75 – maintenance contract*
0-15
Asbury MS Locksmithing - $240 – change codes


0-8
Bank of America - $219.76 – fuel




0-9
Busco Brothers - $638.75 – fuel




0-9
Citgo - $467.98 – fuel (paid online)




0-9

Citgo - $145.72 – fuel (paid online)




0-9 
Coffee Distributing - $140.91
- coffee supplies


A-8
Discount Auto Center
 - $31.99 – oil change
(Ford Pick-Up)
0-15
Discount Auto Center – 28.99 – oil change (Ford Expedition)
0-15
ESI Equipment - $1,716 – maintenance contract Halmatro

0-15
Feldman, Sablosky Massoni & Co., - $6,294
- accounting

A-11
Firefighter One – $834.04 – repairs camera/charger


0-15
Firefighter One – $387.58 – repair ICM TxR



0-15
Monroe Volunteer Fire Co. #1 - $32,500 – quarterly payment
A-10

Motorola - $352






0-15

MS&B - $628 – Professional services



A-11
NJ American Water - $174.40 – hydrants



A-6
NJ State Association of Fire Districts - $300 – dues


A-4
Safe ID Card Systems, Inc. - $15 – ID card



0-8



Samzie’s Uniforms - $111.78
- uniform



0-17

Verizon Wireless - $492.80





0-7
Jammer Doors - $18,912 – replace doors



0-15
Middlesex County Fire Academy - $630



0-16
Absolute Fire Protection - $4,045.24 – maintenance


0-15
First Responder - $15,835 – insurance

Joseph Youssouf - $28,577.70 – legal fees



A-11
TOTAL:  $117,626.30

FIRE PREVENTION BILLS:

Verizon - $531.12 – phone






F-3
Middlesex County Fire Prevention & Prot, Assoc. -$125 dues
F-3
TOTAL:  656.12


TRANSFER TO PAY ROLL ACCOUNT - $1,500

Comm. LeBrun, seconded by Comm. DiLieto, made a motion to pay the bills read.
ROLL CALL:


Comm. Perry

Aye





Comm. LeBrun
Aye





Comm. Costello
Aye





Comm. DiLieto
Aye





Comm. Dipierro
Aye

OLD BUSINESS: There was a discussion on hydrants and the MTUD.
Comm. Dipierro said that at the next Council Meeting they will award the bid to flush hydrants.  A discussion followed on the hydrants.

Comm. DiLieto stated that all the hydrants should be tagged.

Comm. Dipierro asked that the Board contact the MTUD and request a copy of a contract with them.  He would like the MTUD to inform the District if there are any hydrants out of service or if there are pressure problems in our area.

NEW BUSINESS:  Comm. DiLieto stated that there was an individual in the Fire Department who felt that he could keep his old gear.  Comm. DiLieto said that under no circumstance does he feel gear should be given to an individual to take home.  A discussion followed.
Comm. Dipierro stated that the answer is “No” to give gear to an individual to take home.
CORRESPONDENCE:  None
MEETING OPENED TO PUBLIC:   

Mr. Frank Steinhauser

Monroe Twp., N.J.  08831

Mr. Steinhauser stated that he had mentioned to the Board before about getting the town to put a signal light on Spotswood-Englishtown Rd. to make it safer for the fire trucks to respond to a call.  He thought that the Board was going to look into it.

Comm. Dipierro said that the problem is getting the County to approve it because it is a County road.  A discussion followed.
Comm. LeBrun, seconded by Comm. DiLieto, made a motion to adjourn the meeting.
ROLL CALL:


Comm. Perry

Aye





Comm. LeBrun
Aye





Comm. Costello
Aye





Comm. DiLieto
Aye





Comm. Dipierro
Aye

The meeting adjourned at 8:05 P.M.

PAGE  
9

