MINUTES FOR THE BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS
DISTRICT NO. 1

MARCH 16, 2011
Attorney Youssouf stated that this was the reorganization meeting for the Board of Fire Commissioners.  The standard practice is that the attorney acts as the Chairman until the Board is reorganized.  

Attorney Youssouf called the meeting to order at 7:03 P.M. and opened the meeting with the announcement required by the Open Public Meetings Act (copy attached) and salute to the flag. 

Attorney Youssouf stated that the first order of business was to swear in the newly elected Commissioners.
Attorney Youssouf administered the Oath of Office to Comm. Dipierro and Comm. Perry.
ROLL CALL:

Comm. Charles Dipierro

Present




Comm. Raymond Perry

Present




Comm. Robert LeBrun

Present




Comm. Michael Costello

Present




Comm. Scott Kivet


Absent
Attorney Youssouf stated that the next order of business is to reorganize.
Comm. Costello, seconded by Comm. LeBrun, made a motion that the Commissioners keep their same office which they held in 2010.  The positions were as follows:



Comm. Dipierro

Chairman



Comm. Perry


Vice-Chairman



Comm. Costello

Treasurer
                                    Comm. LeBrun

Clerk



Comm. Kivet


Assistant Clerk/Treasurer

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Dipierro

Aye


    

Comm. Perry


Aye




Comm. LeBrun

Aye




Comm. Costello

Aye

Attorney Youssouf stated that the Board is now re-organized.  There are a number of re-organization resolutions that have to be adopted.  
The first Resolution was the scheduling of the meeting dates for the Board for 2011.  Attorney Youssouf stated that the meetings are scheduled for the 3rd Wednesday of the month.  Attorney Youssouf read the resolution with the list of dates.  
Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. LeBrun, made a motion to adopt the Resolution scheduling the meeting dates for 2011. The meetings are to be held on the third Wednesday of each month at 7:00 P.M.
ROLL CALL:

Comm. Perry


Aye




Comm. LeBrun

Aye




Comm. Costello

Aye




Comm. Dipierro

Aye


Attorney Youssouf stated that the next Resolution to be adopted was for designating the official newspapers for the year 2011.  Attorney Youssouf read the resolution.

Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. LeBrun, made a motion to adopt the Resolution designating the Home News Tribune and Cranbury Press as the official newspapers of the Board for the year 2011.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Dipierro

Aye


    

Comm. Perry


Aye




Comm. LeBrun

Aye




Comm. Costello

Aye

Attorney Youssouf stated that the next Resolution, which he read, was for designating the official depositories for the year 2011.  The depositories which he listed were Pamrapo Bank and PNC Bank.  Comm. Dipierro stated that Pamrapo Bank was now BCB Community Bank.  Attorney Youssouf said that he would amend this Resolution to indicate the new name.
Comm. Costello, seconded by Comm. Perry, made a motion to adopt the Resolution designating BCB Community Bank and PNC Bank as the official depositories of District funds for the year 2011.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Dipierro

Aye


    

Comm. Perry


Aye




Comm. LeBrun

Aye




Comm. Costello

Aye

Attorney Youssouf stated that the next Resolution was for the appointment of Joanne Hayes as the Board Secretary for the year 2011.
Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. LeBrun, made a motion to adopt the Resolution appointing Joanne Hayes Board Secretary for the year 2011.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Dipierro

Aye


    

Comm. Perry


Aye




Comm. LeBrun

Aye




Comm. Costello

Aye

Attorney Youssouf stated that the next Resolution was for the appointment of William Gardener, as Fire District Health Care Coordinator for the year 2011.

Comm. LeBrun, seconded by Comm. Perry, made a motion to adopt the Resolution appointing William J. Gardener, R.N.T., Fire District Health Care Coordinator for the year 2011.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Dipierro

Aye


    

Comm. Perry


Aye




Comm. LeBrun

Aye




Comm. Costello

Aye

Attorney Youssouf stated that the next Resolution to be adopted was for the appointment of Bonamici, Colletti, P.C., as District Auditors for 2011.

Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. LeBrun, made a motion to adopt the Resolution appointing Bonamici, Colletti, P.C., District Auditors for the year 2011.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Perry


Aye




Comm. LeBrun

Aye




Comm. Costello

Aye




Comm. Dipierro

Abstain

Attorney Youssouf stated that the next Resolution was for the appointment of Oliver L. E. Soden Agency as Insurance Agent for the year 2011.

Comm. LeBrun, seconded by Comm. Perry, made a motion to adopt the Resolution appointing the Oliver L. E. Soden Agency as Insurance Agent for the year 2011.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Perry


Aye




Comm. LeBrun

Aye




Comm. Costello

Aye




Comm. Dipierro

Abstain

Attorney Youssouf said that the next Resolution was for the appointment of Feldman Sablosky Massoni & Co., as Board Accountants for the year 2011.

Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. LeBrun, made a motion to adopt the Resolution appointing Feldman Sablosky Massoni & Co. Board Accountants for the year 2011.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Perry


Aye




Comm. LeBrun

Aye




Comm. Costello

Aye




Comm. Dipierro

Aye
Attorney Youssouf stated that the next resolution was for the appointment of the Board Attorney for the year 2011.

Comm. Costello, seconded by Comm. Perry, made a motion to adopt the Resolution appointing Joseph D. Youssouf Board Attorney for the year 2011.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Dipierro

Aye


    

Comm. Perry


Aye




Comm. LeBrun

Aye




Comm. Costello

Aye

Attorney Youssouf stated that this completes the reorganization, and at this time Comm. Dipierro will take over as Chairman of the Board.

Comm. LeBrun read the election results, which were as follows:

On February 19, 2011, the voters of Fire District No. 1 approved the 2011 budget.  There were 362 “Yes” votes and 164 “No” votes.  The budget approved was $1,455,510 of which $1,028,010 is to be raised by taxation.  

The outcome for the Fire Commissioner’s election for two Commissioners for Fire District No. 1 for a three year term each was as follows:





Charles Dipierro -    325 





Timothy Eosso  -      209

                 


Anthony Malanga -   215





Raymond A. Perry -  315 

Comm. LeBrun stated that the results were sent to the Clerk’s office.  The election results were certified that night.  No one contested the election results.
Comm. Lebrun, seconded by Comm. Costello, made a motion that Comm. Perry be the  liaison to the Volunteer Fire Company,

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Dipierro

Aye


    

Comm. Perry


Aye




Comm. LeBrun

Aye




Comm. Costello

Aye

Comm. LeBrun, seconded by Comm. Perry, made a motion that Comm. Kivet should remain the  insurance liaison and work with Bob Soden. 

ROLL CALL:


Comm. Dipierro

Aye





Comm. LeBrun

Aye





Comm. Perry


Aye





Comm. Costello

Aye

Comm. Dipierro, seconded by Comm. LeBrun, made a motion that Comm. Perry continue to take care of the LOSAP program.
ROLL CALL:


Comm. Dipierro

Aye





Comm. LeBrun

Aye





Comm. Perry


Aye





Comm. Costello

Aye

Comm. LeBrun, seconded by Comm. Perry, made a motion to approve the minutes from the regular meeting held on February 16, 2011, subject to the same being provided to the public during and subsequent to this meeting.
ROLL CALL:


Comm. LeBrun

Aye





Comm. Perry


Aye





Comm. Costello

Aye




Comm. Dipierro

Aye
HEALTH COORDINATOR REPORT:  Comm. Dipierro thanked Bill Gardener for the good job that he did last year.  Bill stated that he had nothing to report for this month.
INSURANCE REPORT:   Comm. Dipierro stated that Bob Soden called and said that he may be late.
CHIEF’S REPORT:  Frank stated that Chief Pipero is not here this evening.  Frank gave the Chief’s report (attached).
Frank stated that attached to the report were quotes for equipment for the new brush truck.  They are not state contract.  

Frank said that Chief Pipero would like to go with Continental. They could not find any under state contract.  Chief Pipero recommended Continental because they have all the equipment they need.  The cost is $3,494.20.  A discussion followed.
Frank said that they have a large radio purchase to upgrade the radios.  They have to be purchased by a certain date so they can accept the frequency.  A discussion followed on portable radios and Motorola radios for the brush truck and Chief vehicles. Frank said that Chief Pipero wanted to purchase 6 mobile radios out of his equipment budget.

Comm. Costello stated that they need to know what the warranty will be.  A discussion followed.

Comm. LeBrun, seconded by Comm. Costello, made a motion to make the purchases requested by the Chief.

ROLL CALL:


Comm. LeBrun

Aye





Comm. Perry


Aye





Comm. Costello

Aye





Comm. Dipierro

Aye

PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Frank stated that the brush truck is nearly completed.  It should be ready the first week of April.  The truck committee went to check it out.
Comm. Dipierro suggested that they make a motion to approve the payment for the brush truck.  It will be a bank check.

Comm. Dipierro, seconded by Comm. LeBrun, made a motion to approve payment for the brush truck when completed.

ROLL CALL:


Comm. LeBrun

Aye





Comm. Perry


Aye





Comm. Costello

Aye





Comm. Dipierro

Aye

FIRE PREVENTION REPORT:  Pat Reardon was present and gave report (attached).  Inspection report also attached.  Pat stated that they put the spring tips on the web- site, and they worked with the Boy Scouts on fire Prevention.  
There was an investigation of a stove fire at 18 Dante.  Pat stated that Ernie completed an OPRA request, which he gave to Joanne.

Pat stated that the new printer was installed and is working.  

Comm. Dipierro asked Frank to get updated quotes for the cameras.

LEGAL REPORT:  Attorney Youssouf stated that the Board received a Contract Status Inquiry from Colonial Surety Company, which is received periodically for the brush truck.    Attorney Youssouf completed the form, and it will be mailed out.  Attorney Youssouf said that the Board will receive one more inquiry after payment is made.  The Bond will then be released.
Attorney Youssouf stated that he had the Resolution awarding a contract to JG Systems, Inc. for the installation of video surveillance equipment in the firehouse.  This should be attached to the January minutes.
Attorney Youssouf stated that he received a call from Chief Pipero in reference to JRZ Caps.  They had collected money for the volunteers for shirts and bags for confined space, and they gave them $600.  There is a default on the contract.    Attorney Youssouf said that he will have to pursue this matter, and he will report on it next month.
ACCOUNTANT’S REPORT:  Comm. Dipierro thanked Joe Massoni for the good job that he did this year for the Board.  
Joe stated that the monthly bills have been paid, and bank account is up to date.

Joe said that the second CD is coming up in July.  Comm. Dipierro asked if after the monthly bills were paid and purchases made, would they be able to add another $100,000 to CD#2?  A discussion followed.

Comm. Dipierro said that he is trying to get a higher rate of interest for the CD.  He said that maybe they can get 1.5%.  A discussion followed.

Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. Dipierro, made a motion to add $100,000 to CD #2.
ROLL CALL:


Comm. LeBrun

Aye





Comm. Perry


Aye





Comm. Costello

Aye





Comm. Dipierro

Aye

Joe stated that the Board had discussed transferring the payroll account from the PNC Bank to BCB Community Bank.  As soon as this is done, they will close the account at PNC Bank.  A discussion followed.

Joe stated that the Government Records Council gave suggestions on how to respond to OPRA requests in a Custodian’s Toolkit online.  Joe gave the Board copies of this Toolkit.

TREASURER’S REPORT:  Comm. Costello read the list of bills to be paid.  They were as follows:
Advanced Air Systems - $89.64 – repairs

Absolute Fire Protection - $762.44 – repairs 51-3

Absolute Fire Protection - $363.95 – repairs 51-3

Absolute Fire Protection - $416

Accurate Auto Glass - $65 repair window Fore Expedition

Blue Streak Uniforms - $114.95 – Class A Uniform

Circle Janitorial - $199.23 cleaning supplies

D&A Auto Parts - $12.80 – wiper blades

Dell – $6,006.17 - Computers

Federated Emergency Service - $2,830.72 – repairs

Feldman, Sablosky Massoni & Co. - $3,131 – accounting fees

Todd Grossman - $105 – reimbursement books

Joanne Hayes - $41.12 – reimbursement certified mail

Middlesex County Treasurer’s office - $336.74 – Personnel standby - election

Middlesex County Fire Academy - $400 – training

Middlesex County Fire Academy - $225 - training

Monroe Volunteer Fire Co. #1 - $30,000 – 1st quarter payment

New Jersey American Water - $172.68 – hydrants

New Jersey Division of Pension and Benefits - $5,988 – PERS

New Jersey Division of Pension and Benefits - $32,270 -   PERS

Occupational Medicine Services - $1,005 – 3 OSHA exams

Oliver Soden Agency - $8.10 – copies OPRA request

Papa Pizza - $154 – food –election

Township of Monroe - $2,200 – CPR/BLS cards, etc.

Verizon Wireless - $470.21 paid online

Joseph Youssouf - $11,057.25 – legal fees

TOTAL:  $98,425

FIRE PREVENTION BILLS:

ALL Digital Imaging - $1,675 – Canon copier

ALL Digital Imaging – $350 - service contract 1 year

Verizon - $492.43 – phone

TOTAL: $2,517.43

PNC TRANSFER - $60,000

Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. Lebrun, made a motion to pay the bills read.
ROLL CALL:


Comm. Perry

Aye





Comm. LeBrun
Aye





Comm. Costello
Aye





Comm. Dipierro
Aye

OLD BUSINESS: None

NEW BUSINESS:  Comm. Dipierro stated that we are still waiting for the Consolidation Study from the Township.  It should be made available at the end of the month.

CORRESPONDENCE:  Comm. LeBrun stated that the Board received the forms to renew registration on two of the fire company vehicles.  The forms will be completed and mailed out.

Attorney Youssouf stated that he prepared a Bid package for a 2011 Ford Expedition, for use as a Fire Chief’s vehicle.  Copies of the bidding specifications may be obtained from the office of Attorney Youssouf.  Attorney Youssouf will distribute the bid package.  

Comm. LeBrun, seconded by Comm. Costello, made a motion to advertise the notice and invitation to bidders.

ROLL CALL:


Comm. Perry

Aye





Comm. LeBrun
Aye





Comm. Costello
Aye





Comm. Dipierro
Aye

MEETING OPENED TO PUBLIC
Jeffrey Wood

66 Half Acre Road

Jamesburg, N.J.  08831

Mr. Wood asked the Board if they had an up-to-date OPRA request form on the web-site, which showed the new fees for OPRA requests.  He stated that the forms given to him indicated the old fees.  
Mr. Rogers

Applegate Avenue

Monroe Twp., N.J.  08831
Mr. Rogers said that he would like to thank the Commissioners and the volunteers for doing a good job.

Comm. LeBrun, seconded by Comm. Perry, made a motion to adjourn the meeting.
ROLL CALL:


Comm. Perry

Aye





Comm. LeBrun
Aye





Comm. Costello
Aye





Comm. Dipierro
Aye

The meeting adjourned at 8:45 P.M.
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